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Honeſt Saylor, &c. 


4th Aug. 

F His Majeſty's Service requires I ſhall 
1 be glad to proceed with any Ships, 
that are ready, for, from what I have 
heard, I can't but be apprehenſive of our 
Enemics getting into the Channel between 
M-——, and therefore 
when ever I know what Ships are to com- 
poſe the Fleet I am ſaid to be deſigned to 
Command, and where they are, I ſhall 
with Pleaſure employ my utmoſt Care 
for collecting them the ſpeedieſt together 
for preventing any Danger that may be 


apprehended from the Squadrons of — 


A 2 and 
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ET. 
and 8 , and for the Security of our 
Commerce, this Month being the com- 


mon Seaſon for the coming Home of our 


Weſt India Fleets. 


5th Aug. 

8 1 have the greateſt Obligations to 
your Grace, for the ſenſible Teſti- 

monies I have received of the Friendſhip 


and Eſteem you have honoured me with, 
I ſhall always endeavour to act under a 


juſt Senſe of your Favours to me, which 
determined me to pay a ready Obedience 
to all Orders, I ſhould receive from a 
B your Grace ſo worthily preſides at, 
though the preſent Limits of them appear 


to me circumſcribed within very narrow 


Bounds. 
Had I had the good Fortune to have 


met your Grace, my Intentions were to 


have laid before you my Apprehenſions, 
that, if the F—— were fitting out with 
any Views againſt this Country, it was 
much to be feared, from what was 
mentioned of A- M- Station, that 


they might ſlip into the Channel, and get 
between him and his Return to Plymouth, 
which I think ought to be aimed at being 
prevented, as what might be of mop 
5 ata 


"F351 
fatal Conſequence for our royal Maſter's 


Service. 
I have always Jook'd upon Squadrons i in 


Port as neither a Defence for the King- 
dom, nor a Security for our Commerce, 
and that the ſureſt Means for the protection 
of both, was keeping a ſtrong Squadron 
in Soundings, which may anſwer both 
thoſe Purpoſes, as covering both Channels, 
and Treland, and at the ſame time ſe- 

Curing our Commerce. 


= 6th Aug. : 

was pleaſed to read the Account in 

your Letter of the 3d, that the Prince 
George and Duke in the Downs, and the 
Royal George at the Nore, were under Or- 
ders to proceed to Shpithead, and, as the 
Wind has been, and is Eaſterly, I ſhould 
think we may expect the Ships in from the 
Downs every Hour. | 

And could we get Five or Six of the 
Capital Ships in Condition to proceed to 
Sea with, I conceive it would be for His 
Majeſties Service for our puſhing out into 
Soundings with them, 0 be at Hand for 
being joined by A - and his 
Squadron, where 1 joined we ſhould 
cover both the Britiſh and St. Georges 
Channel, and Ireland, and be a Protection 
Ag „ 
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for our Home ward - bound Trade, that 


may be expected from the Weſt-Indies in 
this Month, and likewiſe for making De- 
tatchments to the Eaſtward, if we found 
ſo great a Force might not be wanted to 
be kept together there, which I am ap- 
prehenſive there may, from the Reports of 


the F. Squadron fitting out in the Bay, 
and a one at Ferrol. 
8 th Aug. 
S to propoſing to their L s ſuch 


further Methods as ſhall occur to 


me for the Manning Ships, in general, as 


I take it the Affections of the Seamen 
have been greatly eſtranged from the Pub- 
lick Service by ſome more rigid Treatment 
of them introduced in latter Times, 1 ap- 
prehend the readieſt way will be to en- 
deavour to regain their Affections by a 
more humane Treatment for the future, 
and could any one be enabled to give 
them general Aſſurances, that the Act made 
for their Encouragement in the firſt Year 


of his preſent Majeſty, ſhould for the fu- 
ture be juſtly put in Execution. I can't 
think at preſent of any thing more likely 


to reconcile them to the Service of the 
Crown, and I can aſſure their Lew——s 
| I will 


71 
I will omit no Means in my Power to ef- 
fect fo deſirable an End, 

I can't but obſerve to their 1... 
that, as the F—— and S——— are both 
known to allow much greater Comple- 
ments to their Ships of War than ours are, 
at the higheſt, I can't conceive we can 
ſerve His Majeſty effectually without being 
enabled to have our higheſt 1 
at leaſt; but, I ſhall be always ready to 
endeavour to do my Duty in the beſt 
Manner 1 can with ſuch a Force as is 
aſſigned me, but can't give it as my Opinion 
to rely on an inferior Number as eftectual 


for his Majeſty's Service, 


3 ... oth Aug. 
Shall be ready, with their L. 3 Ap- 
probation, even to put to Sea with thoſe 
two Ships, for the earlier endeavouring to 
get joined by A——— M-—— Squadron, 
which I apprehend. to be of the greateſt 
Conſequence, for ſpeedily enabling me to 
anſwer all the excellent Views of their 
1 ·ͤ Orders, which noone can have 
a more ſincere Deſire of attaining: And my 
further Reaſon for not reducing them, by 
an Order, to their inferior Complement, 
Is, that the Conſequence of that, would be 
reducing the Number of petty Officers, 
& <6: which 
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for our Homeward- bound Trade, that 
may be expected from the Weſt- Indies in 
this Month, and likewiſe for making De- 
tatchments to the Eaſtward, if we found 
ſo great a Force might not be wanted to 
be kept together there, which I am ap- 


| S0 Ae there may, from the Reports of 


the F. 
and a S- 


Squadron fitting out in the Bay, 
one at Ferrol. 
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S to propoſing to their L s ſuch 
further Methods as ſhall occur to 

me for the Manning Ships, 1n general, as 
I take it the Affections of the Seamen 
have been greatly eſtranged from the Pub- 


lick Service by ſome more rigid Treatment 
of them introduced in latter Times, 1 ap- 


prehend the readieſt way will be to en- 
deavour to regain their Affections by a 


more humane Treatment for the future, 


and could any one be enabled to give 
them general Aſſurances, that the Act made 
for their Encouragement in the firſt Year 


of his preſent Majeſty, ſhould for the fu- 
ture be juſtly put in Execution. I can't 


think at preſent of any thing more likely 
to reconcile them to the Service of the 
Crown, and I can aſſure their L————s 
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Iwill omit no Means in my Power to ef- 
fect ſo deſirable an End, 

I é can't but obſerve to their * 8 
that, as the 7—— and S——— are both 
known to allow much greater Comple- 
ments to their Ships of War than ours are, 
at the higheſt, I can't conceive we can 
ſerve His Majeſty effectually without being 
enabled to have our higheſt Complement 
at leaſt; but, I ſhall be always ready to 
endeavour to do my Duty in the beſt. 
Manner I can with ſuch a Force as is 
aſſigned me, but can't give it as my Opinion 
to rely on an inferior Number as effectual 


for his ny s Service. 


gth Aug. 
Shall be ready, with their I. — 5s Ap- 
probation, even to put to Sea with thoſe 
two Ships, for the earlier endeavouring to 
get joined by A M-—— Squadron, 
which I apprehend to be of the greateſt 
Conſequence, for ſpeedily enabling me to 
anſwer all the excellent Views of their 
| L—; Orders, which noone can have 
a more ſincere Deſire of attaining: And my 
further Reaſon for not reducing them, by 
an Order, to their inferior Complement, 
is, that the Conſequence of that, would be 
reducing the Number of petty Officers, 
A 4. which 
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which are the animating Life of a Ship's 


Company. So that I think it, with their 


118 Approbation, much more eligi- 


ble, if we ſhould be obliged to go to Sea 
with a leſſer Number hah their higheſt. 


Complement, which has not been uſual in 


Time of War, that at leaſt the Reduction 
| ſhould not be in the petty Officers, which 


would be a great Diſcouragement to our 
poor Seamen, that have the Hopes of ri- 
ting to thoſe Offices only, to keep up their 


a Spirits. 


If I ſhould have Occafion to go to Sea, 


before the Royal George arrives, I defire 


their L —$ will permit me to take with 
me Captain Harriſon, whom [ have choſe for 
my Captain in her, and that I may be en- 
abled to aſſure him he ſhall be allowed firſt 


Rate's Pay for his Service, till he comes to 


the Command of the Royal George; and 
conſidering the Admiral of the Fleet muſt 
enter into the Beginning of an Action, I 
can't but think it would be of Service, every 


Commander of a great Fleet ſhould have 
two Captains, without the eldeſt being en- 


titled to Flag's Pay, that there might be 


more than one capable of carrying on the 


general View, till the next Commandin 
Officer could be acquainted of his Death. 


12th 
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eg | 
| 12th Aug, 

Was pleaſed to find their L———s ap- 
prove of my Reaſons for the having 
more Captains than one, on board an Ad- 
miral, commanding in Chiet, 

Privateers, doubtleſs, diſtreſs the Ene- 
my's Trade, and bring an Addition of Wealth 
into the Kingdom ; but, on the other Side, 
they debauch the Morals of our Seamen in 
general, by being under no Diicipline, and 
encouraging all Sorts of Licenciouſneſs, by 

which they grow indifferent to the Service 
of their Country, and ready to ſerve any 
bother, with the View of Prey to feed their 
Licenciouſneſs; and the Flower of our Sea- 
men are drawn from the Defence of the 

Kingdom, and Protection of our Com- 
merce, when they may ſtand moſt in Need 
of it; and thoſe Men that landed at JYey- 
mouth, did it with a declared Intention of 
going to Briſtol, to (ail out in Privateers ; 
and, I believe, in that Port and Lverpoole, 
are the greateſt Numbers of our unemploy- 
ed Seamen : And hope their L——— will 
excuſe me in the Liberty of ſuggeſting my 
Thoughts on theſe Particulars, 


14th 
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8 the Time for the Arrival of our 
Weſt-India Fleets, as well as others 


expected, is daily drawing on, I could not 


but think it of Importance to his Majeſty's 


Service, to be out in the Channel as ſoon 


as poſſible, where alone we can be at hand, 
for covering both our Channels, and Ireland, 
from any Apprehenſion of Invaſions, and 
ſecuring the Protection of our Commerce, 
which made me propole even going to Sea 


with the two Ninety Gun Ships, to make 


a Beginning for collecting our Force toge- 
ther, for thoſe Services, as ſpeedily as poſ- 


fible, off the Lizard. 


And as by one of the Dutch Officers Ac- 
counts, that dined with me Yeſterday, he 
mentioned A M-——, being gone 
to Plymouth, 1 ſhall prepare Orders to ſend 
him by next Poſt, for getting what Ships 
he can ready for coming to join me off the 
Lizard, where I ſhall be in the Way of 
gather ing Intelligence, covering the Chan- 
nel, and making my Detachments, where 
they can be neceſſarily ſpared, till I can ga- 
ther a Force for proceeding in the main Ex- 
ecution of my Orders. And as one of the 


Dutch Captains mentioned likewiſe, that 


the Ship of 22 Guns that was taken, had 


on board 26 5 Men, which is a warm Fire 
of 


1111 


of ſmall Arms, as that is generally the 
principal Defect in our Ships; if on the pre- 
ſent Exigency for Seamen, you think it 
proper I ſhould not compleat the Numbers 
for the Ninety Gun Ships to more than— 
might it not be proper, at leaſt, to 1n- 
creaſe the Number of Marines. or Soldiers 
to fifty more, as they could no where be 


ſo near at hand, even to be employed where 


Exigencies might call for them at Land, at 
any Place, with the greateſt Expedition. 


3 = 15th Aug. 
[ TPON Admiral J. T' Hoof? informing 
me Yeſterday, you was put into 

Plymouth, I immediately ſet upon writing 
the Orders for you Yeſterday, which was 
too late to go by laſt Poſt, for your ſpeedy 

getting what Ships you can in Readineſs for 
Joining me off the Lizard, as all Accounts 
ſeem to agree the F-- — are fitting out with 
great Secrecy and Expedition. And I am 
perſuaded you think, with me, if they may 
be intended for attempting an Invaſion on 
our Royal Maſter's Dominions, we can onl 

defeat them in that View, by being early 
out ſo far in the Sea, as to cover Ireland, 
and both our Channels, which are my Rea- 
ſons for not ſlipping a Moment's Time for 
the ſending you the incloſed Order, 


15th 
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15th Ang. 
4H E Dutch Admiral dined with me 
Yeſterday, and in Diſcourſe, ſaid, he 
believed, he could not get ready for the Sea, 


ſooner than a Fortnight or three Weeks. I 
told him his Majeſty's Service, would re- 


quire my going to Sea very ſpeedily, and 


that I hoped I ſhould have his Company; 
but that, if he thought he had any Reaſons 


to offer why he could not, I could only 
take Notice of them in coming from him 
in Writing, which would enable me to lay 
them before their L— , for their Or- 


ders in whatever they thought proper to 
direct in it, having mentioned a Shortneſs 


of Water Caſks, and a Ship being ap- 
pointed to receive the Proviſions to be left 


for ſome other Ships. 


I ſhall not fail to cultivate a Friendſhip 


with them ; but they ſeem to think, them- 
| ſelves, they are badly ſupplied : He com- 


plains, they are poorly mann'd, and fickly. 


I believe the Dutch Admiral is a gallant 


experienced Officer. 

And finding by his Account that Aa 
M. was put into Plymouth, I thought 
it proper to diſpatch an Order to him, to 


haſten his being ready for putting to Sea 
with me; which I ſend their L 


in- 
cloſed, A Copy of, 
Captain 


131 
Captain Imanz, of the Tholen, having 
put into my Hands an Order he had re- 


ceived from A — , with a Let- 
ter directed to 1, Eſq; Vice- 
A of the W——, and Commander 
in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels, 
imployed in the Soundings, have ſent them 
incloſed. 5 3 

I find the F-—- fitting out with Se- 
crecy and Expedition, by Letters from 
Briſtol, is generally believed, and I muſt 
beg Leave to ſuggeſt my Opinion, as an Of- 
flicer, that three Ships, well mann'd, are 
better in Service, than four Ships indiffe- 


rently ſo. 


25 = 16th Aug, 
Have juſt received your's of the 15th, by 
Expreſs, with their I Orders 


for my proceeding forthwith to the Downs, 

with his Majeſty's Ships Str. George and 
Sandwich, and ſuch of the auxiliary Ships 
of War, at Spilhead, as may be ready to 
proceed with me, which I apprehend may 

be none at all, or at laſt, only the Thoolen ; 
but I ſhall give the neceſſary Orders to the 
Dutch Vice Admiral; and Vice A 
Will be at Hand to haſten and fa- 
- Cllitate the Execution of them, 


I am 


14 

] am exceedingly obliged, for the ſenſi- 
ble Teſtimonies of the Eſteem their Ex- 
cellencies and the Lords of the A———— 
honour me with, which I ſhall endeavour 


to deſerve, as becomes the Duty of a faith- 


ful and Loyal Subject and Servant of our 


Royal Maſter. 


But, I wiſh this may not be a falſe 


Alarm for drawirg all our great Ships to 


the Eaſtward, at a time they have their 


Maritime Force to the Weſtward, and 


may deſign making their Puſh that Way. 
One thing I am certain of, that I ſhall ex- 
ecute all their L s Orders with the 
utmoſt Diligence and good Will. 


* PR 

T was always my Opinion that a ſtrong 
Squadron kept at Sea to the Weſtward, 
and a Squadron of ſmaller Ships in the 


North Seas, were the only ſecure Guar- 


dians to theſe His Majeſty's Kivgdoms 
againſt Invaſions, 

But I can never be of Opinion, nor 
don't think any Seaman can, that the three 


Deck'd Ships ſhould be employed to form 


the Squadron in the North Seas, or that 


any larger than a ſeventy Gun Ship ſhould 


ever be employ'd in that Service, tho' I. 


think 


; EIT = 
'» think a ſixty Gun Ship would be big 
enougb, and indeed theſe large Ships appear 
to me uſeleſs for ſuch Services, as we have 
no Harbours to ſhelter them in to the 
Northward, till we come to Edin— 
burgh Frith or Cromarty, and not Drift 
enough for them in ſuch narrow Seas; 
whereas we have Plymouth and Port- 
 ſmouth for ſhelter to the Weſtward, and 
many fine Harbours in Ireland, and an 
open Sea for ſuch large Bodies, to have 
ſufficient Sea Room to drive in, N 
I hope their L s will not think 
this untimely Advice for me to give, if my 
Judgment 1s thought of any Conſequence, 
that our great Ships ought to compole 
our Weſtern Squadron, and the Eaftern 
ones to be compoſed of {mall ones, that 
may purſue an Enemy wherever they may 
take ſhelter, or otherwiſe we may ſee an 
_ Enemy execute their Deſigns, without 
7 being able to prevent it, and fruitleſly ex- 
poſe the great Ships to periſh amongſt the 
Sands, with a very little View of their 
being of any Service. N 
I thought it my Duty to give this as my 
Opinion to their Is. I know it is my 
Duty punctually to obey, all the Orders I 
hall receive from their L— 5s, which I 
ſhallendeavour to do with the utmoſt Expe- 
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tion, and the ſincereſt Good Will for our 
Royal Maſter's Service. 8 


fd = - 
HAVE likewiſe Mr. © s Letter 
1 of the 19th, encloſing Captain Ba- 
ley's Account, of there being ſeven Engliſi 
Boats at Boulogne, on the ſmugling Ac- 
count, when the Boat he took coming 
from thence came away; and I make not 
the leaſt doubt, but many other Ports of 
France are daily reſorted to by our 
Smuglers; tho” we are in an Actual 
War with them, being perſuaded, that 
our Britiſh Wool is an allowed Paſſ- 
port to them, for their Friendly Reception 
there, who are ſuch Traitors to their 
Country, as even in an open War to be 
contributing to furniſh Labour to the Poor 
of France, and depriving the Poor of Bri- 
tain of it, to their Impoveriſhment, and 
Toading the Lands of Britain with the 
Maintenance of them. 5 
And] ſhall ever with the greateſt Plea- 
ſure employ my beſt Endeavours, accord- 


ing to their L——s Directions, for the 
ſuppreſſing them, but muſt beg leave to 
obſerve to their L———s, that my pre- 


ſent Orders, are only to remain in the 
Downs til] further Order. 


Aug, 


Ir 


A 
HFers, made the Signal for Maſters of 
Merchant Men, but by her Captain's Re- 


BS 


Aug. 23d, 
H E Ludlow Caſtle ſailed out of the 
Downs Yeſterday Evening, in Pur- 
ſuance of her Orders for joining A 
i; and the Dover, in Purſuance of 


port, Yeſterday none of the Tranſports 


bound to Gibraltar were arrived, but 
ſome of them are coming into the Downs 
this Morning: as he has ſhew'd me his 
Orders, I can't but think there is a * 


y Providence they were not ready to 


have ſailed with him Yeſterday, and their 
Iss will, I am ſure, be ſo good as to 
excuſe me in ſuggeſting to them my Rea- 
ſons for thinking ſo, which are that as the 
_ Harboursin Neu en land are ſaid to be froze 


| up in Ocfober, and the hard N. Weſts to ſet 


in that Month, there appears little Proba- 


bility to me that this Convoy could get to 


Gibraltar firſt, have Troops to embark there, 
and yet get to Louiſbourg before the Harbours 
being froſe up, or the N. W. ſet in; and 
even could they get there, they could be 


of no Service when the Froſts were ſet in, 


when No- body could come to attack them; 


and J fear if Regiments were to be ſent on 
that Service, from Baſking under the warm 
Hill of Gibraltar, they would be half 

B dead 
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dead in that cold Climate before the 
Spring of the Year, when they might be 
wanted either for Action or Labour; and 
therefore conceive freſh Troops to be ſent 
from hence early in the Spring, would be 
of moſt Conſequence for the Preſervation 


of that important Place. 


25th Aug. 
MUST obſerve to your L-—, for the 
preſent I have only five Capital Ships 
here under my Command, not proper for 


ſuch Service, and two Fire Ships, the 


Atna repreſented unfit for Service, and 
the Scipio, a very heavy Sailor, not fit for 


ſuch Service, and no Tender here, and 


only one Folk/tone Cutter, which I keep 
at preſent employed as an Out Scout, to 


prevent Surprizals in the Night, as we lie 


in an open Road, and for examining all 
the Ships going through here, and Im- 
preſſing where an Opportunity offers for 
it: But, when I have proper Ships or Veſ- 
ſels I ſhall diligently put their L 


Orders in Execution. I ſend you now in- 
_ Cloſed the return of Intelligence procured 
laſt 24 Hours, by the Lieutenant of the 
St. George on Duty in the Folęſtone Cutter; 
and when I have proper Cruizers to give 
the Orders to, I ſhall diret them in the 

| dili- 
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; diligent Execution of their Is Or- 


ders of the 23d Auguſt, for the ſeizing of all 


Veſſels employing themſelves in a Traite- 
rous Correſpondence with his Majeſty's 


Enemies; and ſhould be glad their 
 L— in Addition to their Orders, for 
delivering the Veſſels up into the Care of 
the Cuſtom Houſe Officers, would ſend 


me their Orders to detain the Perſons 


found on Board them, as Priſoners, in His 
Majeſty's Ships, till their L —s fur- 
ther Pleaſure be known. The Indemnifi- 
cations their Perſons ha ve met with, being 


their principal Encouragements in ſuch 


pProfligate and traiterous Proceedings. 
The Collector of the Cuſtoms here, has 
lately ſent up to the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms, Invitations from France for 


His Majeſty's Subjects repairing to their 
Ports, and directing them what Officers 


of the Crown of France to apply to for 
Protection; and I am informed, the firſt 
Thing done by the French Governor, at 
the reſpective Ports where they arrive, is 
to have the Maſter examined before him 
upon Oath, to give an Account of all he 


knows, and for this Act of Treachery 


£ 
. 
„ : 5d 
FP 
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1 
wy 


he has Licence to carry on this profligate 
Commerce, 


B 2 27th 
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27th Aug. 
N your meeting with any of our 
profligate Subjects carrying on a 
Trade with our Enemies, even in Time 
of actual War, you are to take and ſeize 
all ſuch ſmuggling Veſſels and bring them 
into Port, for being delivered into the 


Care of the Cuſtom Houſe, and the Per- 


ſons of thoſe employed in ſuch a criminal 
Correſpondence with His Majeſty's Ene- 
mies you are to detain on Board your 
Ship, till you ſhall receive further Orders 
about them. 

As I think this criminal Correſpondence 
can never be put an End to, but by ma- 


king an Example of the Perſons guilty of 


it, I thought ſuch a Clauſe neceſſary for 


His Majeſty's Service, and with their 


15 Approbation, ſhall continue it 


in all the Orders I give, and ſhall be glad 


to receive their I.... Particular Di- 


rections, what to do with ſuch we may 


ſo ſeize and detain for being in the Execu- 
tion of ſuch a criminal Correſpondence 


with His Majeſty s Enemies. 


28th 


[ 
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28th Aug. 


ND I will leave Directions with 
the Clerk of the Check to be inqui- 


ring after good ſailing ſmall Craft for me, 
which J apprehend are moſt of them in 


the Hands of Smuglers, but could we but 
catch one of them, and begin by detaining 


their Perſons (for ſome of them I believe 
would as willingly be hanged as be forced 
to ſerve the Crown on a foreign Voyage 
in his Majeſty's Ships) I am perſuaded many 
of them would grow weary of the Trade, 
and take to the honeſter Employment than 
betray their Country. 


Auguſt the 28th. 
Am honour'd with your Grace's Letter 
of the 24th, and greatly indebted to the 
obligingFruits of that Eſteem, which in your 


Goodneſs you are ſo kind to entertain of 


me, which I aſſure your Grace it ſhall be 


my Study to deſerve, by the moſt diligent 
Care in the punctual Execution of all your 
 Grace's Orders for cur Royal Maſter's Ser- 
vice, as I know that to be the ſureſt Foun- 


dation for my preſerving the Honour of 
your Grace's good Opinion, for which I 
have the juſt Value that every Man ought 

| 8 9 to 
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to have who glories in a faithful Diſcharge 
of his Duty to the King and his Country. 
My Lord Duke, I commanded a fifty 
Gun Ship when the Pretender attempt- 
ed a Deſcent in Scotland in the Year 1708, 
and though we had then a numerous 
Fleet, and a Squadron, I think under Vice 
A B——, cruizing to watch their 
Motions from Dunkirk, yet they paſſed 
by them, and I don't recollect whether they 
ſaw them do it, which they might do, and 
not be able to prevent it, as there are three 
Channels for coming out of Dunkirk into 
the Sea, one to the Eaſtward, one to the 
Weſtward, and the third over the Sands to 
the Southward at high Water. But, we 
had immediate Advice they were failed, 
and immediately ſailed after them; and 
our Admiral, My L—— T—— conjec- 
tured right, or had Orders for it, and we 
made the beſt of our Way for the Frith 
of Edinburgb, and for Fear of being i 
payed, it they were not there, we anchor'd 
in the Offing, and Captain Hamilton in the 
Leari was ordered in for the Iſle of May, 
to know if they were put in there, which 
he found they were; but it falling out, 
unluckily for us, that the Wind ſhifted in 
the Night and came off Shore, they were 
all that Diſtance to Windward of us, and 


they 


{ 23 ] 


; they being clean Ships, and we all foul but 


two Frigates, the Dover commanded by 
Admiral Mathews and the Ludlow Caſtle by 
Admiral Haddoch, none of the reſt could 
come up with them, ſo we only retook our 
Engliſh Salisbury from them one of their 
Squadron; but, had not the Wind ſhifted 


in their Favour, not a Timber of that Fleet 


could have eſcaped us. I mention this In- 
tance to ſhew the Advantage clean Ships 
will always have over foul ones. 

But I will beg Leave to ſuggeſt one 
thing more to your Grace, that ſuppoſe the 
Enemy ſhould undertake any ſuch Expe- 
dition in ſmall clean Ships only, and ſhould 
determine to execute their Deſigns of a Diſ- 
embarkation in ſome of the Bar Harbours 
on the Eaſtern Coaſt of N. Britain, where 
ſuch great Ships as we have here can't fol- 
low them, might they not make a Deſcent 
before our Faces, without our being able 
to prevent it, and make us only the me- 
lancholy Spectators of it? which have been 
a Part of my Reaſons for wiſhing to ſee 
the great Ships ordered to the Weſtward, 
where they could act, and where the Ene- 
my ſeem to be gathering their Maritime 
Force together, and we have many fine 
Harbours, they are not unacquainted with, 
to reſort to in the Weſt of 14; and 
that we might rather, if our Apprehenſions 
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be of an Invaſion, have a Fleet formed in 
theſe Eaſtern Seas of ſmall Ships and Fri- 
gates, that we could purſue them with, in 
whatever Harbour they might make their 
Attempt upon, for on the Eaſtern Coaſts 
of North-Britain J know of no Harbour 
for great Ships but Edinburgh Frith, or 
Cromarty in the Frith of Murray, 

I will juſt mention to your Grace one 
thing more: I always thought it a wrong 
Meaſure, to have any of our Squadrons 
appear off an Enemy's Port, to pre- 
vent what they might be doing there, 
which I rather eſteem to be a ſure Mark 
for them to be taking their Meaſures for 
the doing it ſecurely, and I believe if they 
have any ſuch Intentions, they will ſtay 
for the Winter Months to execute it in, 
when they have long Nights, and ſhort 
Days, as moſt proper for their Purpoſe, 

What your Grace mentions to me, as 
their Excellencies Deſire, I ſhall moſt care- 
fully purſue, with the Means that ſhall be 
put in my Power ; and the Mary Galley, 
Captain Swanton, and the May Plower 
Folk/tone Cutter juſt cleaned, under the 
Command of my Voluntier, Captain Gre- 
gory, both failed in the Execution of thoſe 
Orders, Copies of which I have encloſed 
with this as well as in my Letter to Se- 
cretary C . and I will leave Orders 

with 


9. 1 


TD w 
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with the Clerk of the Cheque, and deſire 

the Collector of the Cuſtoms to be en- 
quiring after ſome other good failing ſmall 
Craft to employ in that Service, and make 
the Agreement, and ſend them off to me, 
which I will pay for out of the contingent 


Money. 
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ziſt Auguſt, 
ND for my Part, in this late Seaſon 
of the Year for taking ſuch a Tour 


as by Gibraltar to Louisbourg, [ cannot 


tell whether all theſe incidental Delays, 
may not be providential, for ſhould the 
N. W. be ſet in ſtrong before they arrive, 
they may not only be prevented reaching 
Louisbourg, but blown off from New 
York too, and forced to take Shelter in the 
Leeward Iſlands or Barbadves, though at 
other times the Seaſon proves milder and 
the Winter open. 


1 5th September, 
1 Hope every thing will turn out for 
the beſt for his Majeſty's Service, but 


ſeparating the united Force of theſe ſive 


Ships, I cannot ſay is a Meaſure I ſhould 
have adviſed: One thing I will always 
anſwer for, a punctual Obedience to all 

their 
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their L——s Orders, and a hearty good 
Will for our Royal Maſter's Service. 


Sith Sd 

Have, I hook, punctually executed the 
Orders their L Ls have ſent me, and 

in mine of laſt Night I took the Liberty 
to obſerve to their L——s, that I could 
never have given the Advice for ſeperat- 
ing the five capital Ships which being 
now got in Readineſs for Service promiſ- 


ed for Succeſs where they might be joint- 


ly employed. 

And as this Affair has given me Sub- 
ject for Night Meditation, I muſt beg their 
L——s Leave to give them my Opinion, 


as an Officer, upon the preſent Situation 
of Affairs as they appear to me, vis. 


I look upon the Enemy by their Squa- 
drons from Bt, R- and F——l to 
be capable of forming a Squadron of 
Twenty Line of Battle Ships, and am fear- 
9 this Detachment now ordered for join- 

Vice A— — M—— will not make 
him equal to them ; and then all the com- 
mand 1n one lingle Man I cannot approve 
of neither, and fear his being poſted with- 
in the Channel, between the Lizard and 
the Coalt of 5 may prove ineffectual, 
as that will leave all Treland, the Weitern 


Coaſts 
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Coaſts of this Iſland, and even the Brijlol 
Channel, and all our Eaft and Weſt India 


Trade expected home open for them to 


do what they pleaſe. 
Whereas a Weſtern Squadron, formed 


as ſtrong as we can make it by the Junction 


of theſe five great Ships, to thoſe Vice 
A- M-———— has to the Weſtward, 
and what others can be ſpared and got 
ſpeedily out into Soundings, might iace 
their united Force, cover both Great Brit- 
tain and Ireland, and be in Condition 
to purſue them wherever they went, and 


be at Hand to ſecure the ſafe Return of 


our homeward bound Trade from the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies. And the Dutch Squa- 


dran joined to ſuch as we could make up 


to the Eaſtward, with thoſe who are now 
cruizing off D k, and others to be 


added to them, under the Command of 


an Admiral], would in my Apprehenſion 


be a Squadron to keep them in Awe at 
 D—=4, and proper for purſuing them 


if they got out, and capable of deſtroying 
them whereever they can come up with 
them, as I thought it my Duty as an Of- 
ficer to give this Advice for the Service of 


s will ak me juſtified in it. 
And I muſt again remind their L- 
that I am under no other Orders, but re- 


maining 


my Royal Maſter, I am perſuaded their 
4.5 | 


S, | 


r 
maining here till further Orders, ſo that, 
on Advice the Enemy ſhould be put to 
Sea, I have no particular Orders, or Diſ- 
cretionary Orders to govern myſelf by. 


oth Sept. 

Herefore the beſt Advice I can think 

of giving in this Caſe is, as A 

B , by a Letter to me, will be here 
to Night, and as we have yet here a forty 
Gun Ship, the Kinſale, that is ready for 
the Sea, that A B. — here to- 
gether with the Duteb Vice Admiral, whom 
I am perſuaded had rather go to Sea with 
him, than continue here in his own Ship 
alone, ſhould go to Sea and pick up all 
the Ships we have cruizing under Cap- 
tain Smith, and that then on finding them 
gone from O-—-d, they ſhould fail in 
Purſuit of them to the Northward, and 
his Orders to be diſcretionary according 
to the Intelligence he ſhould meet with : 
But by the Reports of the Enemies Motions 
towards Edinburg I ſhould think they 
would attempt landing there, or at — 
, having C=——7ty a very good Har- 
bour in that Neighbourhood. 


September 
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September the 8th. 
V Aptain Wimbleton, a good Officer, 
who has choſe to come and ſerve as 


2 Voluntier with me, to manifeſt his Zeal 
for his Majeſty's Service, got here laſt 


- Night in the Vulture, and! am now diſ- 


patching him away after Captain Craven in 
+ theWeazle, for a ſpeedy Inſpection again at 
: O—4, and from his Return from thence, 


A and Lieutenant Lucas from D——; if 


they bring no Accounts of them, I think 


wie may aſſuredly conclude they are gone 
to the Northward, and be taking the Mea- 
ſures to purſue them as their L— 8 
| ſhall pleaſe to direct; for I am pretty well 


aſſured they could not have paſſed by to 


| the Weſtward. 


I will keep Captain Gregory and his 
Cutter in a Readineſs for diſpatching to 


bock out for Captain Smith with any Or- 


ders neceſſary to be ſent to him, and the 


Captain of the Kinſale has had my Orders 


for being in a Readineſs to fail, and is, I 


an 


believe, ready in all Reſpects. 
I ͤ thank God J have hitherto preſerved a 
good Correſpondence with all the Dutch 
Officers. Captain Heffing is ſupplied with 
all he wants, and was under fail for pro- 
ceeding with the Dover Yeſterday ; but 
there 1 is now, after a Night of Calm, a S. 
W.bys, 


130 
W. by S. Wind ſet in that confines that 


unfortunate Convoy again. 


The Dutch Man of War the Edam, 


unmoor'd laſt Night, and her Captain was 
with me this Morning ; but I have not yet 
been able to procure a Pilot for him that 
I can depend on, that ſent me off laſt 


Night being unacquainted to the Eaſtward 


of O—4, and none of the nine Trinity 
Houſe Pilots I have on Board are acquaint- 
ed upon the Coaſt of Flanders, or to the 
Northward of Newcaſtle, as I have ac- 
quainted you in my former Letters, A- 
B— and 1 both agreed it might be as well 
ſhe ſhould not ſail till To-morrow Morn- 


ing, as I might before that have an An- 


ſwer to my Expreſs of laſt Night. 
And their I.. s may aſſure them- 
ſelves I will omit nothing in my Power 
for the cultivating a good Underſtanding 
with Vice Admiral William T' Hoofft, in 
whoſe good Opinion I ſtand very well 
at preſent. 
am pleaſed their Is have im- 


powered me to aſſure the Perſons I have 


found out to offer themſelves to pilot his 


Majeſty's Ships that may be order'd to the 


| Eaftern Coaſts of North Britain, that they 


ſhall be paid as other Pilots are, for what- 
ever Service of that kind they ſhall per- 


form, which will animate their Zeal in it. 
9th Sep- 
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| 9 gth S eptem. 
I Informed their LI s of my having got 
1 into my Cuſtody, one of the iniquitous 
2 Brethren at Deal, whoſe Name is Thomas 
Hartley, but his Brother Feremiah eſcaped 
us; but this Thomas Hartley is the Brother 
that had one of the French Letters deliver- 
1 ed to him, and which, he ſays, he deliver- 
cd to ſome of the Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, 
but could not own which, and is one of 
the Perſons that rides armed. The Collec- 
tor of the Cuſtoms here, — told me, 
he ſent three of theſe French Letters up 
to the Cuſtoms, from whence their LI 
may have one of them. The Tenor of 
them I underſtood was, to invite thoſe, to 
whom they were ſent, to come to the 
Ports of France, and directing them to 
which Officer of the Crown of France 
they were to apply themſelves for Protec- 
tion, or being releaſed if they ſhould be 
taken by their Privateers ; and on A 
18 , and my examining him, he ac- 
'? Kknowledged one Queſtion that had been 
| aſked him was, what Number of Ships of 
War we had ; but he is too much of a Canary 


Bird, for our getting any thing clearly 
from him, | 
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. 9th — 4 
Received this Morning your L 
Letter that came by Expreſs, and im- 
| mediately ſent to defire the Favour of 
A—— B's Company to confer with 
upon it, and while we were together Lieu- 
tenant Lucas returned to us from D— ; 
I, who continuing to believe that ſome _ 
Men of War and Tranſports may have 
failed from D-, we agreed that it 
would be the prudenteſt Meaſure that he 
ſhould put to Sea To-morrow Morning, 
with what Ships we had here to accom-- © } 

pany him, which will be the Kin/ale, 
Dover, and Vulture Sloop, and the Duteb 
Auxiliary Ship Edam, which we thought | 
proper to ſtop from failing To-day for that 
| Purpoſe; and have detached out Captain 
Gregory this Morning in a Folkſtone Cut- 
ter, to look for Captain Smith, with the 
Ships with him, and to direct ſuch as he 
can meet with to be on the Back of the 
Goodwin To-morrow Morning for joining 
A B We have agreed it would 
be beſt for his Majeſty s Service, he ſhould 4 
put to Sea To-morrow Morning, the beſt 
furniſhed we can provide him with Pi- 
\ 


lots, for thoſe I have from the Trinity- 
| Houſe, and have found amongſt our Ships 
for his Proceeding to the Northward in 

queſt 


381 
in queſt of the Enemy; if from the Intel- 
lipence he ſhould meet with after he has 
collected his Ships together, he thinks he 
has juſt reaſon to believe they are moved 


that Way, in which Caſe I imagine they 
would puſh for the Frith of Forth, or 


Cromarty; and I fend you incloſed a Copy 
of the Orders I think of tending him to 
Sea under. 

It is true, there is ſome Appeiititice the 
two Ships that engaged the Mary Galley 
might be failed from D 
tell what to make of the great Increaſe of 
Numbers in the Baſon ; and their ſeeming 


to be the ſame Number as was ſaid to be 


fitting out for Privateers from B——e 
and C-, where no ſuch appear now to 
be, either in Harbour or at Sea, as our 


Merchant Ships came up the Channel ſo 


{ecur ely. 


I had this Morning writ an Order for 


Captain Smith, detaching a Ship off Weſt 


Caple, effectually to deltroy the French 


Man of War, ſaid to be run a Ground 


there; but that muſt be recommended to 
A- B—— now. And could they 


find any Men on board her, probably, he 
could not have more certain Intelligence 


from any. 


I was pleaſed to hear our Men had 
manifeſted ſo much Chearfulneſs and Spi- 
. rit 


. " = 7 - 
- r — 4 _ 4 W - 3 * 
1 5 a. an —r—— - — 2 ** * — * — 5 _— »s 4 ns 5 oa 
>. 2 0 2 2 3% * - - 6 - * — * — 
2 — — oe A 8 Rr » . — — LAST 222 * 
r 3 wh. 3 — 
2 - 5 . * * 
of — - 


1 


E, but I can't 


2 


1 4 
. 

—— 2 4 

Ae ITT 


__— 
* 


2 — he — 
— J "= _ 


1 
| N 
\ 
it; 


[ 34 ] 
rit on this Occation, and know Captain 
Swanton is an Officer that can be depend- 
ed upon, having had the Pleaſure of mak- 
ing him a Captain in the Weſt Indies. 

I have heard of the G/ovce/ter as high up 


Channel as the Je of Wight, and hope I 


ſhall have here 3 and as the Wind is 
coming Notherty, as I am writing, I have 


ſent to A- B , to defire he would 
diſpenſe with the Dover ſailing with him 


to proceed with his Convoy, which is, I 
think, of certain Importance; and as the 


Glouceſter or T; bury arrive, I ſhall haſten 
them out to A- B 


it is of Importance to his Majeſty's Service 
he ſhould ſpeedily follow them, if he can 
but meet ſuch Advice as may perſuade him, 


as well as it does me, to believe they are 
moved that way; and ſhould there be a 
Miſtake in it, his Appearance there may be 


of great Service to countenance his Ma- 


jeſty s Friends, and diſcourage his Enemies, 


and he might ſoon be back. 
You will ſee what his Orders are, and 


he will not be ſailed out of reach, before 
I can receive your Orders to ſtop him, 
for which Purpoſe I {hall ſend this up by 


Expreſs, 

And their s may depend on it, 
I will carefully watch all Opportunities to 
approve myſelf, what I have ever been, 


His 
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[ 35 ] 


His Majeſty's faithful Subject and diligent 


Servant. 


Ioth Septem. 
INCE my V Expreſs to you Yeſterday 


in the Afternoon, I have to acquaint 


you, that Captain Saunders in the Glou- 
ceſter, came into the Downs juſt before 


ſetting the Watch, and I immediately gave 


him Orders for putting himſelf under the 


Command of Rear A — B——, and 
directed his waiting upon him to adviſe 
him of it ; and the Rear A — is Now 
under Sail, ſtanding out of the Downs in 
the Kinſale at preſent, but intends ſhifting 


his Flag into the Glouceſter that is under 


Sail with him, as is the Vulture Sloop, 


and the Dutch Auxiliary Ship Edam, and 
I fee the Yeazle Sloop now ſtanding this 
Way from the Southward ; ſo ſhe will 


ſoon join him, and I hope bring him 
ſome Intelligence where Captain S-zth and 
the Ships with him may be; and he car- 


Ties out Orders from me for Captain El- 
liot Smith in the Norwich, and the Cap- 


tains of the Pool, Succeſs, and Weazle, 


to put themſelves under his Command, by 
which Junction I hope he is ſufficiently 
ſtrengthned for any Force the Enemy have 
et in theſe Parts. And I ſent you incloſed 
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[ 36 ] 
in Mine of Yeſterday the Copy of my Or- 
ders to Rear A——— B— 

Mr. Read the Maſter's Mate here is re= 
turned this Morning from havin 8 been in 
O end Road a Senday Evening in Queſt 
of Captain Seth, to put on Board him 
the additional Orders ; J fent for him but 
he neither met him, nor had advice of 
him in his going there or return back; and 
I ſend you incloſed, the Copy of Mr. 
Read's Report of the Nine Sail he ſaw in 
O—4 Harbour, and one Dutch Ship go- 
ing in there; and I fend you incloſed the 
Orders he had for Captain Smith, which 
were likewiſe ſent out by Captain Craver 
in the Zeazle. 

As I thought it of too much Conſe- 
quence to hazard a Diſappointment to the 
Convoy going with Captain Collins, A 
B—— agreed with me it would be beſt 
to leave the Dover here. 

And as the Weſterly Winds detain both 
him and the Saint George, I thought it 
was beſt to embrace the Opportunity of 
getting the Courts Martial over, while we 
had Captains here to compoſe a Court; 
and I iſſued the neceſſary Powers for it to 
Captain Windham this Morning, who has 
the Signal now flying on Board the Duke 
for nt! _ ſaid Court Martial, who 

I am 


377 


i am perſuaded will give a diligent and ju- 


dicious Attention to it. 

Rear A— B is now bearing 
away round the Southland Head, and 
in an Hour more will ſpeak with Captain 
Craven in the Weazle; and Captain Gre- 
' gory not being returned 1 bave detatched 
out Lieutenant Lucas in the Folkftone 
Cutter to attend the Admiral, and for his 
ſending me Advice of his Pr oceedings when 
he judges proper. 

Captain Wimbleton in one of my Folk- 
ſtone Cutters being juſt come in, I ſend 


you likewiſe incloſed his Report, and that 


which Captain Craven has ſent me in by 
him from the Weagle, and Captain Wimble- 
ton being ſo late as Yeſterday Evening 
within two Miles of D——4, you have 
now as late Intelligence as can be had from 
the Sea, what there is both at D E and 
O -a, but this does not clear up to me 
yet; what I moſt apprehended, that a 
Convoy with Tranſports may have failed 
in the beginning of laſt Week from D 5 


in which 1 (hall be glad to have been 


deceived. 

And for the two Ships that were en- 
gaged with the Mary Galley, I am apt to 
think they were the ſame two Ships that 
committed that brutal Action againſt the 
Cartell Bip of the Ifland of Guernſey, and 
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3 
might be going to cruize in the Way of 
our Eaſt Country Trade. 


Rear A } has pickt out the 
five beſt of my London Pilots to take with 
him, and three of thoſe I had found out 
for the Eaſtern Coaſts of North Britain; 
he has ſpoke with the Weazle who has 


Joined him, and having his Signal flying 


for calling all Cruizers in, I hope he may 
ſee ſome of the other Cruizers, but I 
ſee none from hence but under Dutch Co- 


lours. 


1 ith Septem. 

\NE of the Smuglers I detained on 
Board this Ship, having been long 
enough here to have learnt an Inclination 
to ſpeak Truth, I ſend you incloſed his 
voluntary Declaration of the extent of theſe 

infamous Practices in his Neighbourhood ; 
and were all, employing themſelves in it, 


only obliged to ſerve their Country on 
Board His Majeſty's Ships for ſeven Vears 


inſtead of betraying it, I am perſuaded 


that would prove a great Check to their 
Profligateneſs. But tucking ſome up for being 


the Enemy's Spies would be an effectual 
Cure, for ſuch undoubtedly they are. He 
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39 
Enemy's Ports is a White * flying at 
their Maſt Head. 


12th Septem. 
HAVE your s obliging Fa- 
vour of the 1oth and ſhall be very 
glad to have been miſtaken in my Con- 


jectures, which were founded upon the 
few Ships ſeen at D, when Captain 


Gregory firſt look'd in there, being but ſe- 
ven Sail, and they being increaſed to thirty 
two, when Lieutenant Lucas was there on 
the firſt of this Month, and that additional 
twenty five agreeing with the ſeventeen 
Privateers ſaid to be fitting out at B — ue, 
and eight at C——, which were not in 
either of thoſe Ports when my Cruizers in- 


{pected them; fo, unleſs Mr. Lucas was 
greatly deceived in his Report, I have ſtill 


my Suſpicions that we may hear of them 
to the Northward: But, though this be 
my Opinion, your L——— will have ob- 
ſerved, that I have framed Rear A 
B.— Orders, as near as I could con- 
ceive, to the Senſe of your L— 
Letter. 


Before cloſing this, I have the Pleaſure 


——8 


of receiving a Latter from 4 3 
off Newport, a Copy of which and Cap- 


h tain Gregory $ Report to me, and the In- 


C4 telligence 
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[ 49 ] 
telligence procured by Captain Smith, who 
with his Ships is now joined to A 
B——, I ſend incloſed in as Corn — 
Letter, 


12th Septem. 

HAVE juſt now by the Return of 
Captain Gregory the Pleaſure to have 
received a Letter of Yeſterday from A 
B. off Newport, after my former 


Cruizers having all joined him, who has 
now a pretty Squadron together, 3 fifty 


Gun Ships, 2 forty Gun Ships, 1 twenty 
Gun Ship, and 2 Sloops ; and I ſend you 
incloſed a Copy of his Letter to me, and 
of Captain Gregory's Report, in a Letter 

to me of the Intelligence pickt up by Cap- 


tain Smith, and an Account of what Ships 


and Veſſels ſailed out of the Downs to 
Day, . in all 74. 


13th Septem. 
N D upon looking . Captain 
Swanton's Letter again this Morn- 
ing, I find his Intelligence received to be, 
that two Frigates of 36 Guns each, (fitted | 
out at Havre de Grace) paſſed by Boulogne 
the 25th of Auguſt, which Veſſels were 


faid to be n to intercept the Engliſo 


Eaſt 


W 
— 


[ 41 ] 
Faſt Country homeward bound Trade; and 
I am inclined to believe that thoſe were 
the two Ships that Captain Swanton was 
engaged with, and not thoſe that are laid 
to be ſailed ro Dunkirk, Wl ks 
I had the Dutch Admiral to dine with 
me Yeſterday, and your late Letters have 
put him in good Temper, and he ſeems 
very eaſy now tho' left alone, and I will 
omitt nothing in my Power for keeping 
him fo; he always takes Notice of the 
Wildneſs of this Road, which to be ſure 
is a very dangerous one for great Ships; 
and, as Winter is now approaching, if the 
| Guard of our River and the Capital is the 
Object in View, I think their riding at the 
Gun Fleet would be a much fater Road, 
as well as a more proper Poft for that 
Purpoſe, being at the Mouth of the Chan- 
nel for great Ships going up there, and 
could, I apprehend, be as eaſily ſupplied 
there with Proviſions, or Water, by Hoys 
from London. 
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16th Septen. 8 
HAVE received with great Pleaſure 
1 their Is Directions for the pro- 
per Diſpoſal of the ten Smugglers that are 
directed to be ſent here, as J am fully 
perſuaded the punctual Execution of this 


1 : Order 
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the 15th, and of Mr. — 


142 
Order, will give the moſt effectual Check 


to the daring Inſolence and Profligacy of 


theſe infamous Wretches, that are daily be- 
traying their Country for their private Ad- 
vantage, that has ever yet been thought on 
tor that Purpole, and 1 will not fail pun- 


Ctually to execute 1t. 


I have this Morning had the Report 


brought to me of the Sentences paſſed by 


the Courts Martial held under the Preſi- 
dency of Captain Windham, which by all 


Accounts were carried through with Can- 


dour, Prudence, and judgment; but, as 


the Proceedings are very long, and I have 


not Time to peruſe them for going by this 
Poſt, I ſhall ſend them to you by the next, 


preſuming it may be expected I ſhould 
ſay whether I approve them or not, tho“ 


I don't find the Act particularly directs 
it, 


„ 
1 Send you encloſed, likewiſe the Copy of 
Rear A B. Letter to me of 
— Letter to 


him, that he ſent me encloſed, from 
both which, I begin to apprehend now, 
my Intelligence was but too true, of the 
Enemy's having flipt out from D—n- 
, between the 2d and 5th Inſtant ; and 

as 
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s from his Letter, I imagine he intends 
; | going Northward, as ſoon as I have any 
Chips proper for it, I will be ſtationing 
ſome to lye in the Way of intercepting any 
Pri vateers or their Prizes, returning for 
Dunbirł or Oſtend. 

Il ſend you likewiſe Lieutenant Lucas's 
1 Report of what has paſſed from his ſailing 
from the Downs with the Admiral, till his 
Return here, 


©% 
5 ky I 8 K 1 
rere ; 
PRE FE th rp. A 


18th Sept. 
1 Intend when the Tilbury ſhall arrive, to 
1 detach my Lord Bamf, with what other 
1 Cruizers I may have to join him, to cruize 
for the intercepting any thing returning to, 
or coming from the Ports of O—— 4 and 
4 D k ; for tho' we had not Ships to 


Ships, we may have a fair Chance for meet- 
ing with ſome of them on their Return, if 
I A 


7 Continuance of Eaſtarly Winds might 
confine them. 

I hope mine, by Expreſs Yeſterday, came 
1 to hand in due Time, and as Rear A 
1 'B is proceeded to the Northward, 

their . will be pleaſed to ſend, for 
meeting him there, what Information they 
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watch their getting out, I hope, if we have 


B —— ſhould not have the good 
Luck to catch them in Harbour, where a 
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from D— 
for Captain Gregory's being able to meet 


44 
can, for his better Government, and to di- 
rect the Magiſtrates to have ſmall Veſſel: 
in Readineſs for bringing him Information; 
of the Enemy's Proceedings, from what- 
ever Ports he may appear off. 
| was pleaſed to find by a Letter from 


Captain Legg To-day, that he had pick'd 


up one of the {mall Boulogne Privateers off 


Beachey-Head, in his Way to Spithead ; 


and if Orders were ſent to es thoſe Pri- 


foners examined, probably you might get 
Particulars, whether any of their Priva- 
teers went from Boulogne to Dunkirk the 
latter End of laſt Month, and have been 


employed as Tranſports. 


20th Sept. 


Send you encloſed the Copy of the Let- 


ter he brought me from Rear A 
B-——, of the 118th, upon which I imme- 
diately ſet about writing new Orders for 
A — B_—— agreeable to the Intelli- 
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gence I have received fince, of the Danger 


apprehended for our homeward bound 


Eaſt Country Fleet, from the Ships ſailed 
k and as there is a Proſpect 


with the Rear A — before he gets far to 
the Northward, I will diſpatch Captain 


Gregory away again this next Flood, to en- 


deavour 
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geavour to fall in with Rear A 


, and put the Order for him (I fend 


3 


vou encloſed the Copy of) into his Hands, 
Which I am perſuaded, from the approved 


Zeal of Captain Gregory, he will flip no 
Opportunity for; and hope it will prove 


agreeable to their L———s Sentiments, as 


what may be moſt for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, which ſhall be always my principal 


View. 

3 As we have alarm'd them ſo much 
Jately, and they have their Row-Boats and 
Shallops to be ſo alert with; I don't think 
of ventring my Cuiters on theſe Viſits any 


More, till we have ſettled Gales of Wind, 


pr a Sloop to fend with them, for their 
Protection, leſt we ſhould furniſh Intelli- 
Fence, inſtead of procuring it; and I be- 


ieve they perceive we watch them ſo cloſely 
ow, that I don't think they dream of ma- 


Xing any farther Embarkations at preſent, 


5 22d Sept. 
S theſe great Ships ride very hard, I 


Micbaelmas was the lateſt Time it was pro- 


lowered Yards and Topmaſts for 
it, and I can't but mention to their LI 8s 
again, that, as all my Predeceſſors, when 


conſulted, have given it their Opinion, that 
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[40] 
theſe Seas, that I can't but concur with 
them in that Opinion ; as theſe Floating 


Caſtles, that the Wind has ſo great Power 


over, have not Drift enough to ſecure 
them in theſe narrow Seas, and the Wind 


has ſo much Power over them in ſuch 


a wild Roadſtead as this is: Aud, if they 
are kept here for the Guard of our 
Rivers, I think they would be more pro- 
perly poſted for it at the Gun-Fleet than 


here, where they would be poſted to guard 
one Channel, and could follow up all that 
ſhould attempt getting up the other; and 


theſe Cutters, or other ſuch ſmall Veſſels, 
could bring Orders and Letters from Har- 
oc, as Supplies of Proviſions could come 
from London, as they moſtly do now ; and 
I imagine, there are thoſe would contract to 


ſend the Supplies of freſh Proviſions from 


thence too, by Hoys: which would be ne- 


 ceſſary to keep the Men healthful, and ft 


for Service. 


24th Seßt. 
Shall begin with acquainting you, that 
Captain Dennis, in the Folkftone, falling 


in with the Convoy with the Engliſh Forces 


on board, a Saturday Evening, accompa- 
nied them to the North Foreland, for their 
Security, and anchored here a Sunday | in 
the Afternoon; and I ſend you encloſed, 


the Account of his Proceedings, in which 


you 
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you will find, that he ſaw Rear A 
B——, with his Squadron, a Friday, when 


he judged himſelf 12 Leagues to the Eaſt- 


ward of the North Foreland, and the Ad- 
miral being hull to E. N. E. could not be 
much leſs than five Leagues further to the 
Eaſtward of him, and he was ſo well on the 
weather Shore, that, if he ſtood to the 
Northward from thence, where he could 
weather all the Sands on our Coaſts, I con- 
clude him to be in Edinburgh Frith; and 
hope he has got there in ſeaſonable Time 
for his Majeſty's Service, if what I hear is 
true, that the Rebels were got within fix 
Miles of Edinburgh, as the Sloops he has 
with him can go twenty Miles above Edin- 
burgh, up to the Cuſtom-houſe at Alloway. 
Lord George Graham anchored here at 
two o'Clock Yeſterday in the Afternoon, his 
Pilot being of Opinion they could not have 
weather'd the Shipwaſh, and that he could 
not take Charge of the Ship to be plying in 
ſo narrow a Paſſage between the Sands; and 
as I hear that the Eaſt Country Fleet, have 
in part arrived at Hull, as I hope ſhall, when 
the Letters come off, that the reſt are up 
the River, my preſent Thoughts are, that 
as ſoon as the Weather ſhall be moderate 
enough for their getting to the Eaſtward, 
the beſt Service that can be thought on, will 


be to ſend out the Nottingham, Tilbury, 


and 
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and Folkſione, all to cruize together, for the 


intercepting the Return of the Ships that 


have ſlipt out of 51, to either that 


Port or O—-d; that if they went as Tranſ- 


ports, A— B inay fall in with 
them, and if as Privateers, cruizing on our 
Trade, theſe Ships may be in the Way to 
intercept them or their Prizes returning into 
Port, which they can't have done yet, with! 
the Winds we have had ; which I 1 imagine, 
muſt have driven ſuch Cruizers well to the 
Northward; for had they ſtood to the 
Southward with the Wind at E. S. E. that 
would have brought them on our fou! Coaſts 

of Norfolk and Suffolk, which I think they 


would have endeavoured to avoid by ſtand- 


ing to the Northward. 


1 25th Sept. 
Am glad to hear their L———s are 
4 taking into Conſideration the Danger of 
Three-deck'd Ships, riding in this open 
Road in the Winter Months, which all 
Seamen have ever judged too great a Ha- 


zard, and more ſo for being at Sea between 


this and the Banks of Flanders, as there 1: 
not, I believe, above eight Leagues between 
the Goodwin, and the Sands off Dunkirk; 


and I know by Experience, that theſe 5 


Three- deck d put ” their Top-ſails, 


ale 
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are Logs in the Sea, at the Mercy of the 
Wind, where they have not Sea Room, 
tho' they will make good Weather of it, 
where they have. 


26th e 
1 am heartily glad to hear that A 
M has had his Orders enlarged for 


proceeding as far as Cape Clear; and, in- 


— 


deed, I always thougnt all Admirals Orders 


ought to be in ſome ſort diſcretional; and 
have always had my Apprehenſions, that, 
if the 8s from F intended any 
Invaſion on his Majeſty's Dominions, it 
would be by landing on the Weſt of Ire- 
land. 

I hope all Party Partialities willdye, and 
that there will be no Living Conſideration 


but who are beſt capable to ſerve His Ma- 


jeſty, and that when they are employed, 
it will be with full Power for doing fo; from 
which we may beſt hope in my Appre- 
henſion for Succeſs to our Royal Maſter's 
Service, With many Thanks for your 
s obliging Teſtimonies of Eſteem 
Tam Js 7... 5 


8 27th 
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| 27th Septem. 
HAVE likewiſe received their 
L———s three Orders for the Nep- 


tune, Torbay, and Dragon remaining in 
the Downs under my Command, which 


1 ſhall deliver them when they arrive, and 
muſt beg leave to repreſent to their L 8, 
that I have always heard all the Ships, 
now coming Home from the Mediterra- 


nean, ſpoke of as being in ſo bad a Con- 


dition as to be doubtful of their getting 
ſafe Home if they had met any bad Wea- 
ou which, God be thanked, they have 
not; but if that be their Caſe, that they 

are wt fit for buſking in the Sca in the 
Winter, might it not be as well that they 
| ſhould proceed to the Nore for the Offi- 
cers and Men going to ſerve on Board 


other Ships more proper to keep the Sea 
with, to bear a Winter's Cru1ze, and for 


preventing any Invaſion, which theſe three 
Deck Ships are certainly all improper for, 


as they are too long Leg'd to follow them 


in Shore; therefore the laying up theſe 
Ships, and employing the Men in ſmaller 
Ships, appears to me to be the propereſt 
Meaſure for his Majeſty's Service, which 


as I thought it my Duty to repreſent to 


their L s, I am perfuaded they 
will think me well juſtificd | in it. 


And 
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And as ſome Alarms have encreaſed 
what may be the Power of France at 
7 Breſt, eſpecially if they ſhould be Joined 
$ by the Spaniards from Ferrol, T can't but 
wiſh theſe three Deck Ships were ſent to 
ſtrengthen the Weſtern Squadron, that 
our Main Stake might not be under the 
Riſque of a Defeat from any Force the 
Enemy could bring, and that ſuch a Squa- 
dron ſhould not remain under the com- 
3 mand of one ſingle Admiral, let his Abi- 
lities be whatever they may, where we 
have ſo much at Stake on their Succeſs, 
And ſhould a joint Expedition be under- 
taken by the Fleets of France and Spain, 
have always imagined it may be as likely 
I they ſhould make their Attempt upon 1re- 
7 land as England, and alarm us with the 
one, while they are projecting the Execu- 
tion of the other, and apprehend a ſtrong 
Squadron at Sea, in Soundings, to be an 
equal guard againſt either, with ſmall 
Veſſels ready prepared to carry them In- 
telligence from Guavos Lake in Mounts 
Bay, a ſafe Road for ſmall Veſſels in 
Winter, and where they can get to Sea 
with Weſterly Winds, as others might 
from Kinſale in Ireland, and believe pro- 
per Fiſhing Veſſels might ſpeedily be hired 
for that Purpoſe, with Officers poſted 


ww for going to Sea with them. 
D 2 27th 
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1 5 ai 
HAVE you L—— obliging Favour, 
and lament with your l the 
Melancholy Subject of it; but aſſure you 
the Impreſſion made on me when I was 
in Edinburgh Frith, in the Year 1708, 
gives me but little Surprize for the pre- 
ſent Conduct of the Inhabitants of Ed:7:- 
burgh and Leith, as I then ſaw in them 
the ſame Diſpoſition they have now more 
openly manifeſted, and were then only 
prevented from, by the timely arrival of c 
our Fleet in Edinburgh Frith; and I was 
full of Hopes A B might have 
arrived in as ſeaſonable a Time as his 
Father did. 3 
I have always thought this Kingdom * 
can only be defended, by keeping ourſelves * 
Maſters at Sea, for if we are once beaten 
out of that, J ſhould take our Ruin to be 
near at Hand, when we have ſo powerful 
a Neighbour j in Land Armies. 
I have, as I thought it my Duty, freely 
given my Sentiments for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, in my Letter to. the Board of this 
Day, and ſhall, I hope, reſolutely, as well 
as diligently and carefully, execute what- 
ever Orders are ſent me for his Majeſty's 
Service, as I have freely given my Senti- 


ment: 


? [ 53 ] 
ments in what appears to me moſt — | 
to contribute to it. 
And I aſſure your L I ſhall al- 
ways reflect with Pleaſure on the many 
Teſtimonies you have given me of your 


1 and Eſteem. 


28th Septem. 
HIS Intelligence of an intended 
F Invaſion from Dunkirk, I think 
calls upon me to mention again to their 
WL s that theſe great Ships, which 


I are very proper for maintaining the Do- 


minion of the Sea in a Naval Combat, 
C ith thoſe who come to conteſt it there, 
pre in my Apprehenſion of little or no 
Fervice at all to prevent Invaſions, as there 
3s no Harbour from this open Road, ſafe 
for them to ride in, in the Winter Seaton, 
between this and Edinburgh Frith that a 
Wires Deck Ship can go into; ſo that 
I can't but repeat the Advice I took the 
Liberty to give their L 8, that, 
it would be moſt for His Majeſty's Ser- 
Vice in this View, that the Neptune, Torbay 
and Dragon, as ſoon as they arrive ſhould 
be immediately ordered for the Nore, for 
the Manning from thoſe Ships, a Number 
of ſmaller Ships and Veſſels proper for the 
ervice of preventing Invaſions, and chat 


3 can 


4 
A 
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can purſue an Enemy wherever they ſhould 
attempt it; and I ſhall freely give it as my 


Opinion, that no bigger Ship than one of 


60 Guns ought to be employed in theſe 
Seas in the Winter Time, or can be of: any 
Service to prevent. Invaſions, and that i; 
the biggeſt that I think can be ventured 


into Harwich, and that muſt be with. a 


very favourable Wind for it; for there 1; 
not Water for her at low Water, and 9 

very narrow Channel for one of he 
Draught of Water; but, proper Ships for 
it in the River T 3 1 apprehend can 
be either hired by the Month, or for what 
Time you pleaſe, or bought lo as to be 


ready in as ſhort a Time as can be deſired 


And if we are ſtrong enough to th: 
Weſtward for any Force the Enemy have 
and neither want theſe three Ships abroad 
nor there, I don't fee how even the Mer 
here, could be more properly employed 
than by being removed into Men of Wa 


of a leſs Draught of Water, for being el. 


fectually capable of guarding the Coal 
of this Kingdom from a Winter Invaſion 


As I know After Thought to be good fol 


nothing, I have freely ſuggeſted my Op! 
nion, when and how I apprehend it mz) 
be moſt for His Majeſty's Service; and a: 
it proceeds from a finccre Zeal for ſerving 
T'is M ajeſty effectually, | am perſuade 

then 
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their II- will think me well jquſti- 
fied in it. 

I remember, before the projected Inva- 
ſion in 1708, we ſtood over into nr hs 
Pitts with a numerous Fleet, probably to 
have intimidated them from purſuing lch 


an Attempt which we well know had no 


ſuch Effect, and that they did nevertheleſs 
fail into Edinburgh Frith : And, as to let- 
ting them know what armed Force we 
have againſt them, I am fully perfuaded 
our Smugglers do that every Week of the 


Year. 
zoth Sept. 


Have received your L—— 's obliging 

Favour of the 28th, and am not yet out 
of hopes but that Rear A B 8 
Arrival in Edinburgh Frith may have 
proved a lucky Incident for preventing 
Edinbursh Caſtle falling into the Rebels 
Hands, as he will have, I think, Leith very 


much 8 his Command, to bring them 


to Repentance, if not Amendment. 
$ I am glad to hear more of our Forces 
are ordered from Flanders, and that Mr. 
! Wallace is ordered over to take the Direc- 
tion of their Tranſportation, whoſe Acti- 
vity, Judgment and Diligence, I have had 
the Experience of; from which I am per- 
ſuaded he will {lip no Opportunity for the 
D 4 ſpeedy 


561 ” 

ſpeedy Execution of his Orders; and, if 

"he Wind does not come to the Weſtward 

of the S. W. think that will do as well for 

the Tranſportation of the Troops to the 

Northward, and much better for the land- 
ing them than an Eaſterly Wind. 

I am exceedingly pleaſed with the Zeal 

that has appeared in the City of London 
for the Support of our Publick Credit, and 
hope it will produce their being looked 
upon, and treated more favourably than 
they have been, 

It Lappens but too often in private Lite 
that we cheriſh the envenom'd Serpent in 
our Breaſt, while we contemn the Hand 
that would deliver us from it. 

It is a glorious Spirit that manifeſts it 
{elf in our Northern Counties, as it behoves 
the em to protect themſelves from theſe 

rthern Thieves, as well as Rebels. And 
date great Pleaſure in hearing of his 
6 the D. of B Agiving ſo laudable an 
Example, as to be raiſing a Regiment for 
the Defence of our Religion and Liberties, 
and hope this will prove ſo happy a Coa- 
lition, that we ſhall not only ſpeedily 
cruſh this Rebellion, and confound the 


Devices of our Enemies, but prove a hap- 


py means of becoming a united People for 
the future in the Preſervation of our Reli- 
glon and Liberties, and then we may have 


Cauſe 
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t; - Cauſe to rejoice over an Event that will 


| 


— 


have diſtinguiſhed the ſincere Friends to 
our Civil and Religious Liberties under a 
Proteſtant Prince, from thoſe who ma 
have only delighted in baſking 1 in the Sun- 
ſhine of it. 

I am pleaſed to find I have your L—-s 
Opinion with me, that this is no proper 
Winter Road for go Gun Ships, where 
they are not only at great Hazard from the 


Weather, but I think in little Proſpect for 


their being of any Service in theſe Seas. 


zd October. 


N is to theſe three Deck Ships con- 


tinuing to lie in the Downs in the Win- 
ter, I beg Leave to put one Queſtion, whe- 
ther if they ſhould part from their Cables 


in a hard Gale of Wind, by Streſs of Wea- 


ther, it can reaſonably be expected, her Sheet 
Anchor would bring her up, when ſhe 
was a-drift in a Storm of Wind; for, as 
for my part, I think it more than doubtful 
in theſe lofty Ships that the Wind has fo 
great a Power over, I am, &c. 


zd October. 


Have your I 's obliging Favour 


of the firſt, which could not but give 


me 
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me the greateſt Pleaſure in finding my En. 
deavours to ſerve his Majeſty honouret 


with his Royal Approbation, the mok 


pleaſing Reward to a faithful Subject. 


M 
inſpecting their Proceedings at B 
am full of Hopes that the Treachery © 
our Northern Brethren will have a ſpeedy 


has had ſo fair an Opportunity for 


Iſſue, in their own wicked Devices falling 


heavily on the Pates of the falſe Loons 
and then we may have occaſion to rejoice 


at their having pointed out to us, who are 


the ſincere Friends of a Proteſtant Succel- 


Hon, and who the Adherers to a Popith 
Government and Arbitrary Power. 


As I have determined with myſelf to de- 


I am pleaſed to find that V— A | 


t, and 


cline no Service that I may be thought moſt 


proper for in this preſent Conjuncture; 
though it has not an Aſpect that I ſhould 
approve of on any other, to ſee the oldeſt 
Officers in the leaſt Commands, and with 
the leaſt Diſtinctions in the Command, 
yet Jam determined on this Occaſion to 
comply with whatever may be thought 

molt for his Majeſty's Service. And I am 


pleaſed to find it ſeems determined to em- 


ploy no bigger Ship than a ſixty Gun Ship, 


in theſe Eaſtern and Northern Seas: And 
if J am to be employed in it, I (hall chuſe 


to be in a ſixty Gun Ship of the leaſt 
Draught 


thing yet of any of Rear Admiral B 
Squadron, and have now a Wind that will 
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Draught of Water; and think the Ehe- 
my can bring no bigger either to Dunkirk 
or Oftend. But we muſt think of putting 
a greater Number of Seamen on Board this 


Northern Squadron than they are at pre- 


ſent mann'd with, or they will be in the 
Caſe Lord George Graham has complained 


of, to have the Ship run away with them 
for want of Men to hand their Sails in long 
Nights and bad Weather. | 

I am glad to hear the reſt of the Forces 
are ſent for over, and hope their ſafe Paſ- 
ſage 1s pretty well ſecured by the Cruizers 
we have out, between the Enemies Ports 


of Dunkirk and Oſtend, and them, Ithink 


there is nothing like cruthing the Hydra 
in its Infancy ; and I flatter myſelf with 


many good Conſequences reſulting from it 
for our Royal Maſter's Honour and Ser- 


vice. 


a th October. 
Have your 1 — 's Favour of the 
third, but we have ſeen nor heard no- 


ſtop his Progreſs; but as it may keep him 
buſking in the fair way, that may prove as 


material for his Majeſty's Service, if they 
mould be making any Attempts with this 


Southerly Wind, which in all Probability 
will 


2 — >= - — - 
5 

. 5 a 2 . ——— 
* — = - > _ a 


— Owen eee oo of 
—— 


WW — * 


. — 


3 a" a 
„%% ˙Üãqb¼td«ĩ «4 „% 


Ac - 


3 
' 
1 


ö 
« 
4 


„ a 
— — 


3 Ye ¶ — 
— — eo iid 0009p — 


„ 
2 


— — * 


* 9 „ © cs om 
_ Ce 


— — 


4141 
1 : 

1 

+ 1 1 

Th Ft 

* * 
; . 
. 

Wy * 148 

i} 1 V 
1 1, 3 
„ 

4 . y 
Wo 4 M 
EFF; ( 
' 707 9 

2 1. 9 
1 1 
1 5 $5 

17 1 
1 1 * : 

Wis 
m4 
' ' 

| 4 

338 : 44 
EM 
iS; 

ISSUE 
3 : 70 

Nf 3 

t 4 p 
os © 

44, : a 
N T 
{ 
ö : 

11 : 

4j 7 55 4 

\ 4 F; 

N $I 

i 41h 

N 15 

„ 

ms + 
4 a . 

1 N. 4 
oh: Te Pg 
ö . 

; 19 

A & &') 

in 1%. 

— n 
9 1 
ws * 1 

1 
? | NJ 

4 , 
"wine 1 +: 
* 

4 : 

F ; 
1226 & 45 
4 ES 
* v [1 : 

'%, 
U 4 

© 4 3D . 

4:5 13 
' 4 

n Ls 


\ 


[ 60 ] 


will be the Occaſions they will take for it 


when they may have aſſembled any Veſſels 
for the attempting it with. 

I will neglect no Occaſion for watching 
their Motions in theſe Parts, and lament 


not being in a proper Ship for attending 


their Motions, which I have often repeated, 


that theſe great Ships are entirely improper _ 


for, 


6th October. 

1 Am now ſet down to write to you after 
(I thank God) our great Ships having 
1 out the hard Gales of this Night 
without any Accident, as I can perceive. 
But from this rough Specimen of what 


may be expected from continuing here in 
the Winter, I can't but lay before their 

2 

that no three Deck Ships ſhould ever be 
ſuffered to continue in the Winter, in this 
wild Road a Day longer than Neceſſity 


s my Judgment, as an Officer, 


enforces it. And I muſt beg Leave to re- 
peat it again, that, in my Judgment, as a 


Sea Officer, theſe great Ship lying here, 


are of little or no uſe at all, as I can appre- 
hend, for the preventing a Winter Invaſion, 
which ſeems to be apprehended, but en- 
FO improper for it; and I imagine no 


Sea Admiral can think otherwiſe ; but, it 


there 1s any that doth, he would certainly 
be 


611 
be the propereſt Officer to be appointed to 
ſuch a Command that I don't pretend to 
know the Uſe of. And, on the contrary, 
think his Majeſty's Enemies could not give 


more effectual Advice to render this Body 


— 


uſeleſs to his Majeſty's Service, when there 
may be the greateſt need of them. Where- 
as, in my Opinion, if it is thought proper 
for their I. s to ſend immediate Or- 
ders for theſe Ships to repair to the Nore, 
and from thence to Black Stabes, as ſoon 
as nine 50 and 40 Gun Ships can be hired 


and got in a Readineſs for receiving Men, 


of Men, which we may call — 


in the River Thames, which, confidering 


the many Merchants Docks there are in 
the River, for one to be docked at each, I 
ſhould hardly doubt of effecting myſelf, 
with a full Power to do it, and do believe, 
if it was ſolely recommended to Com- 
miſſioner Gaddes, whom I know to be an 
admirable good Seaman, and who has been 
converſant in ſuch Affairs, that he could 
do it very well likewiſe; for there is an 
eaſy Rule to be obtained from the Eat In- 
dia Company, who I believe hire their 
Ships by the Month, to know what are 
the current Prices by the Tun that they 
pay for the Ships they hire : And if the 
Ships could be got ready to receive Men in 


a Week, as the Men would be ready to be 


brou oht 
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brought on Board them from the Two. 


Thouſand in theſe three Ships, I conceive 
in a Fortnight more, there might be a 
Squadron of nine Men of War from 50 to 
40 Guns, ready for the Sea by the firſt of 
November, and fit for keeping the Sea in 


this Winter Seaſon, and proper for pre- 


venting Invaſions, as they could purſue the 
Enemy wherever they ſhould attempt ; 
whereas this Body of Men in theſe Ships 
(I beg leave to repeat it again) I think en- 


tirely uſeleſs to that Purpoſe, and kept un- 
active when and where their Service might 
be moſt wanted. 


And as we are now entered the Chri/}- 
mas Quarter, when the S. W. Winds gene- 
rally reign, I think it would be the moſt 


imprudent Expedient to keep them lying, 


here for waiting a Wind to carry them 
to Spithead, which they may not meet 


withal in that whole Quarter, nor do I 
know where they would find proper Ships 
to employ the Men in there : But there is 


Plenty to be had in the River Thames. 
And in this, at the preſent Conjuncture, 

we ſhall follow the Meaſures, it is ſaid, 

the Crown of F e is taking, of taking 


up his Eaſt India Ships in his Service, 


though not in the arbitrary way that he 
may proceed in it; for though I deteſt the 
Views of their boundleſs Ambition, that 

makes 


"> 
bt 
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makes them put in uſe the moſt flagrant 


7 Crimes for gratifying them; yet I can't 


4 but ſay, their Military Judgment and Oe— 
1 conomy may be to be admired, and we 
can t do better, in many things, than to 
follow them in it. 
And were they to give Counſel for ruin- 
ing our Royal Maſter's Affairs, I don't 
think they could adviſe a more effectual 
one, for rendring this Body of Men uſe- 
| leſs to his Service, than by keeping them 
in theſe Great Ships in theſe Seas in the 


winter, when I fear they know but too 


well how to frequent our Harbours where 
cher can't follow them. 

As the Wind has been . e Wucher 
"ty, R. A- B- 


out to the Eaſtward have had a large Drift 


into the North Sea, which puts me in no 


Pain for them; but if v A 4 
4 had not a good Offing without 
the Channel before this Gale took him, I 


cannot ſay but [ am in great Pain for 
him. 


The Ships with Nome AB * 
and thoſe cruizing to the Eaſtward, and 
what are now here will make a ſuffieient 
5 Squadron for watching the Motions of all 


the Enemy have ready for the preſent; and 


I think when the Nine Sail can be got 


f . Hach Bay would be a proper Ren- 


dezvous 


and my Cruizers 
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dezvous for them to be ready to purſue any 
bound to the Northward from O—9, or 
D-— +, which they are much readier for 
there than here, being clear of our moſl 
dangerous Sands between this Place and 
that, and they will have Harwich Har- 
bour to repair to for their Supplies 
of Stores and Proviſions, and for hav- 
ing one after another a Cleaning for being 
nimble enough for their clean Privateers. 

I thought it the honeſteſt Part and moſt 
for his Majeſty's Service, to give you my 
Thoughts at large upon this Occaſion, and 
am perſuaded I may rely upon their 
L s Candour for a favourable rag 9 
tance of them, who I believe think as 
do in regard to theſe great Ships ; and l 
rather chuſe to ſubmit my Judgment to 
Cenſure, than to be ſilent on an Occaſion 
that appears to me, of the utmoſt Impor— 
tance to our R M——— Service, at 
this Critical Juncture. 


: 7th Ockober. 
Have your obliging Letter of the 5th 
I and none can be more ſenſible than! 
am, how much I am your Debtor for the 
favourable Sentiments you entertain of me. 
But what gives me Uneaſineſs is, that, if 


the Expecting the 3 the Eaſtern 
and 
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and Northern Coaſts of this Kingdom from 


an Invaſion, is to be confided to me, that 


I ſhould be kept on Board theſe great Ships, 
where it may be executed in Sight of me, 
without my being able to prevent it ; and 
therefore I hope your in general 
will excuſe my Anxiety from ſuch a 
Circumſtance, and the Liberty I have taken 


to ſuggeſt my Thoughts at large to the 
Board, in my Letter that I ſent-on Shore 
to the Poſt laſt Night, but which will not, 
I ſuppoſe, come to Hand ſooner than this 


to your ., by the Poſt of to Day. 
All my Deſire being to be in Ships pro- 


per for the Service expected, and to have 


them well mann'd, as your L—— knows, 
to be abſolutely neceſſary for Winter cruiz- 
ing in theſe narrow Seas, fo full of danger- 
ous Shoals; and as I have aſſembled here 


a a larger Number of Officers than are al- 


= lowed to a ſmaller Ship, that I may be al- 


\ lowed to carry them all with me into the 


Ship I may be appointed to ſerve on Board, 


and that they may ſucceed to any Com- 
mands that ſhall fall vacant in the Ships 


that ſhall be under my Command, which 
I take to be abſolutely neceſſary for to en- 


gage the Diligence and Activity of my 


Officers, for which the too principal Incite- 


ments are, the Power of rewarding and 


puniſhing. And as Officers muſt occaſion- 
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ally be detached on ſeparate Services in Cut- 


ters, they will be no more than what 1 is ne- 


ceſſary for the Service. 

And I hope Captain VMimbleton for the 
preſent, will be thought deſerving of the 
Command of a Poſt-Ship, who is an old 


Maſter and Commander, a very good Sea- 


man, and a gallant Officer, and has mani- 
felted his Zeal for the Service, in the Fa- 
tigues he has voluntarily undertaken, and is 
now taking, being going to Day for a ſe- 
cond Inſpection into what may be doing at 
D——R 

| believe I need not aſſure your L . 
that in whatever I may be thought moſt 
capable of ſerving his Majeſty in this pre- 


ſent Conjuncture, no one will have a greater 


Pleaſure in diligently attending to the Exe- 
cution of whatever Service ſhall be allotted 
to my Share, to manifeſt my ſincere Zeal 
for our Royal Maſter's Service, on this pro- 
per Occation for it, and I thank God hi- 
therto I have preſerved a State of Health 
to be in pretty good Condition for it. 


8th Offober. 
HAT I would adviſe their L——s 
on this Occaſion is to ſend Or- 
ders immediately to what Cruizers they 
may have to the Northward, to cruize in 


Proper 


671 
proper Stations for intercepting theſe Pri- 
vateers, or clean running Veſſels from get- 


ting into Edinburgh Frith, where probably 

they may be bound, now they have Leith 
in their Poſſeſſion to land them at, and a 
Pier to run into for their Security at high 


Water. I am &c, 


8h October. 


oO inforce the Neceſſity there is for 


more Ships of a proper Rank being 


employed for the Eaſtern and Northern 


Ports of this Kingdom, I muſt beg Leave 


to mention to you, that by the Intelligence 


ſent to you of the 2d of October there ap- 
pears to have been fitted out at Havre de 


Grace the Etoile of 50 Guns, and ſaid to 


be deſigned to have 470 Men, the Am- 
buſcade of 36 Guns and 350 Men, and the 
Emeraude, and the La Fine of 36 Guns 
each, which J imagine to have been the 
Ships that engaged the Mary Galley; and 
there are two French Men of War ſaid to 


have failed from Dunkirk the 2d Sept. 


laſt, and a large Privateer of 36 Guns ſaid 
to be fitting out at Caen in Normandy, 


beſides all the ſmall ones ſuppoſed to be 
fitting out at Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, 


and Oftend, and which the French King 


may deſtine if he pleaſes to carry Succours 
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to the Rebels in Scotland either jointly ot 
ſeparately, without conſidering the De- 
tachments of ſuch like Ships he may ſend for 
ſuch Services from Saint Malos or other 
Ports in the Channel; for as to bringing 
his great Ships from Breſt up the Channel 
in the Winter time, I 1 upon that as 
ſo imprudent a Meaſure, that I don't ſuſ- 
pect their intending to be guilty of it; nor 
indeed do | believe that when they were 
as high up as Dungene/s the laſt Winter 
was a T welve-month, that it was an Act of 
Choice but of Neceſſity; for whoever is 
catched within the Chops of our Channel 
in the Winter time, when the Winds are 
generally Weſterly, can't tell when he is 
to get out again, and imagine they were 
drove fo high up Channel much againſt 
their Inclination. Thus much I thought 
proper to lay together of the Enemy's ſi- 
tuation, to enforce the Neceflity of a larger 
Number of Ships and Veſſels under o 
Guns to watch the Motions of what may 
be attempted from the Enemy's Eaſtern 
Ports on our Eaſtern and Northern Coalts ; 
and in mine of the 6th I ſuggeſted to their 
L- s how I thought they might be 
moſt ſpeedily provided and mann'd from 
on Board theſe great Ships, on their being 
removed into a Place of Security, as at Blact 
Stakes, where they might be kept with 
thei: 


0 
their Guns and Stores on Board and in 
Readineſs for the Guard of our two great 

Rivers, on ſending Men on Board them, 
Which I imagine, on an Emergency, every 
one contributing ſincerely to it, might be 
furniſhed from Londen and the River, in 
a Day or two. 

But I am ſtrong of Opinion it would 
be a prudent Meaſure to have three or four 
Ships, immediately ſtationed off the Eaſtern 
Coaſts of North Britain, for preventing 
the Rebels having Succours or Supplies 
ſent to them, and think they ſhould go 
under a well choſen Officer, with diſcre- 
tionary Orders for going firſt off Edin- 
vurgh Frith, and detaching a Ship for 
gaining Intelligence from ſome well af- 
fected what they might be able to effect 
in the Frith, and to learn where the Re- 
bels were ſuppoſed to have the French Cor- 
reſpondence with them; and to govern him- 
ſelf in ſuch Service, by the Intelligence he 

ſhould procure. 
| 1 know I need no Apology to their 
I. s for ſo crudely ſuggeſting my 
Thoughts to them at this critical Conjunc- 
ture, which I ſhould have a Pleaſure in 
their any ways contributing to. our Royal 
; Maſter' s Service. 


1 | - 3 Toth 
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1oth Ocfober. 
Have already given my Opinion, that, 
the Enemy will never be ſo imprudent | 
as to bring their Breſt Squadron into theſe 
Seas in the Winter time; and therefore con- 
clude with the Writer, that whatever 
Troops, Arms or Ammunition, they in- 
tend to ſupply the Rebels with, will be 
ſent to them by clean Privateers, that they 
may have their Heels to truſt to, for eſcap- 
ing from our Cruizers, it they ſhould get 
Sight of them, 
When a Deſcent is intended to be made 
upon a Country prepared to defend itſelf, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to be attempted 
with a large Body of Forces, and to be 
covered by a powerful Fleet, But that is 
far from being the preſent Caſe. The Enc- 
my being in Poſſeſſion of Edinburgh and 
Leith, the Frith a fine Harbour, and I be- 
lieve at high Water they can receive a fifty 
Gun Ship into the Pier of Leith, and there 
T ſhould apprehend the Enemy intend to 
land their Succours, and could rather have 
wiſhed inſtead of A—— B—— being or- 
dered to return here, he had been ordered 
to have gone into Edinburgh Frith, and to 
Have acted for our Royal Maſter's Service, 
according to ſuch Intelligence he could 


have 


Oh 


pretending to block up the Port of D 


[92-1 


have gained in thoſe Parts, and to have 
employed his Ships in preventing the Re- 


bels receiving foreign Succours, though if 


he has but kept the Sea, and 1s beating 


up for this Place without the Sands, then 
he will be in the fair Track for meeting and 
intercepting them. 

For my Part I have always look'd upon 


from their Privateers getting out 1n the 


Winter time, to be little better than the 
Labour of the wiſe Men of Gotham for 


hedging in the Cuckow ; and therefore 
thoſe Cruizers that are under my Orders, 
have Directions not to cruize in fight of 
them, for their ſerving as Beacons how 
to avoid them, which will keep them in 


more Awe than if they knew where they 


were. Yet I think it muſt be a lucky 


Chance, if they ſhould diſcover them in a 
long Winters Night in their paſſing by 


them; and if they ſhould diſcover them, 
they come out clean while very few of ours 
are ſo; for we may now call the Winter's 
Nights of thirteen Hours, which, with a 


7 freſh Southerly W ind, may run them thir- 


ty Leagues to the Northward, and when 
once to the Northward of our Cruizers, I 


don't know what is in their Way between 


that and North Britain: And ſhall there- 
fore give it as my Opinion that the moſt 


I Ol prudent 
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their Subjects; but yet, even there, they 


9] 


| prudent Meaſure for the diſappointing 
their ſending Succours to the Rebels in 


Scotland, is to detach a nimble Squa- 


dron of Ships and ſmall Veſſels, to watch 


their Entrance into Edinburgh Frith, or 
any of the Ports on the Eaſtern Coaſts 
of Scotland, with Veſſels of proper Draught 


of Water to purſue them, That being 


the only certain Place for meeting with 


them. 
We have lin a great Sea for Boats, 


but our Boats (long Boats and Cutters) 
are employed for impreſſing, as their 
L — s directed, but to be ſure the 
greateſt Fart of them will eſcape, as 


they are as induſtrious to avoid it, as 


we can be to execute it, and which I 


ſhall do with all poſſible Diligence, as 


it is my Duty, being ordered, though much 
againſt my judgment and Inclination. 
Theſe Eaſt and Weſt India Men are 


generally in a ſcorbutick way that re- 


quires ſome Refreſhment and Smell of 


the Shore to recover them from, and for 


want of which it is to be feared the 
Lives of many uſeful Subjects to his Ma- 
jeſty are loſt to the Publick. 


I believe no one thinks the Crown of 


is defective in any Power over 
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ſhew a great Humanity for the Preſervati- 
on of the Healths of their Seamen, and 
Care of them when Sick; and having them 
brought to a regular Rotation of Service, 
they are never under the Reſtraint and 
Confinement that ours are; and therefore I 


can't but think it honeſt Advice for his 
's Service that ſome Parliamen- 


M 
tary Proviſion ſhould be provided for the 
Crown's obtaining the voluntary Service of 
our Seamen, that thoſe who are to be de- 
pended upon for the Defence of our pre- 
ſent R F. y, our Religion and 
Liberties, ſhould not be the only Perſons 
in this Country, that appear to have no 


Liberty at all. 


* 12th October, 
Eſterday in the Duſk of the Evening 
anchor'd here on the Return from 

their Cruize, the Nottingham, Lord George 
Graham, with the other Ships and Veſſels 
that . with him, and were ſent out af- 
ter to join him, which are the Pearl, Folk- 


one, Sheerneſi, and Shark Sloop, who 1 


find by their Journals have diligently at- 
tended the Service, and ſpoke with all they 


. tho' they have not had the good For- 
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tune to diſcover the two Doggers and Snow 
that ſailed from D 


the 8th Inſtant at Sea, as they judged to 


pinion to their L 


ing the Succours or Supplies coming to the 


Rebels; or being ſure where to purſue and 


deſtroy them, but by forming a light Squa- 


Coaſts of Scotland, under an Admiral's 


Command, with diſcretionary Power to 
act therein agreeably to the Intelligence he 


ſhould meet with. 


I ſhall To-day get the Pearl, Foliſlon, 3 


Sheerneſs and Shark, ready for proceeding 


to Sea To-morrow Morning by Day-breal:, | 
and I ſend you incloſed the Copy of Cap- 
tain Haddock's Orders, who is to com- 
mand them: And as R A—' } 


B—— is not returned yet, they will be 


Sea to ſupply the Station before his lea 
ing it; and I have made the Term of 2 


1155 


k on Michaelma- 
Day, as I fear R— A— 
has not neither, as they ſpoke with him on 


the N. N. E. of Weſt Capel, which was like- | - 
wiſe in the fair Track for the intercept- 
ing them, the Uncertainty for which, 1 
have already often repeated to their II — s, 
and can't but continue to give it as my O- 
—8, that I think 
there can be no ſure Method of intercept- | | 


dron immediately to be diſpatched to the 
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his Cruize ſhort, for having others in Rea- 
dineſs to ſupply it before that 1s expired. 


13th * 
1 Muſt beg Leave to remind their L 


that it may be very doubtful, in = 


Winter Seaſon, when theſe Ships may meet 
with a Wind to carry them to Spzthead, 
and that they may be expoſed to great 
Hazards in the mean Time, when, as I 
mentioned before to their L——s, they ſeem 
to me to be of no immediate Service for 
the preventing of Supplies being ſent to 


the Rebels; but might, in my Apprehen- 


fion, have been of great Service if ordered 
to the Nore, for their Mens being imme- 
diately removed into ſmaller Ships that 


might have been hired for that Purpoſe, for 


the forming a Squadron for detaching to 
Scotland, to meet all Succours or Supplies 
going to the Rebels, or purſuing them in- 
to thoſe Harbours they ſhould take their 
Refuge at there; or ſupplying the Places of 


thoſe that might be thought neceſſary to 


detach immediately from hence on that 
Service. For if this, of preventing Suc- 


cours or Supplies to the Rebels, be what 
my Judgment, as an Officer, may be thought 


as to prevent, I am certain their 
L 8 muſt think it expedient for me 


to 


* —— mn II 2 — = E 
9 — * 


f =; WAT 
«mba EIB Cty 2 he IE 


4 
1 
= 
(3 
$3 
4 
1 
1 
5 
4 
ih 
4 
1 
4 
[ 
i 
; 
# 
"4 
1 
! 


— : * ao * — * " ” 
- — 1 — — rn — — — —-—— rr > neg 
r ot — — » wad — - - * — 


[ 76 7 


to ſuggeſt to them the Means whereby I ! 
think it may moſt effectually be 'prevent- | 


ed, and without which I apprehend it 
can't. 

I have collected together in this Ship 
ſuch a Set of Officers, as I judged I could 


beſt depend upon, for his Majeſty's Ser- 


vice, and who doubtleſs had Expectations 


an Officer of my Rank in the Service 
would have had it his Power to have ad- 


vanced them to Preferment, on any Va- 
cancies happening in the Fleet under 4h 
Command; and the accuſtomed Way, o 

an Admiral's removing, has been to Mow 


him to carry all his Officers with him, 


and I think, whoever is to command, he 
will want more Officers than the eſtabliſh- 


ed Rank of the Ship he is to command in, 
to detach on feparate Services, and be 1 in 


the Nature of Aid de Camps at Land, 


which will be no great additional Ex- 


pence to the Crown, as unemployed they 
would be on half pay. 


The fincere Zeal I have for his M-—-'s 
Service engages me to a willing Compli- 
ance with all their L 
well as it is my Duty to obey all their 
1 direct: And I am perſuaded, 
their L ——s think it is their Duty to 
ſupport the Rank of the Flag I have the 


—— mn 


—S Deſires, as 


Honour to have riſen to by my lopg and 


faithful 
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is what I was much apprehenſive of, and 
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) faithful Services; which no one can have 


9 a ſincerer Zeal to approve in whatever lies 


in my Power to exert myſelf for his Ma- 
jeſty s Service. 


I ath OBober. 


3 1 Hope Captain Haddock's preſent Station, 


from five to fifteen Leagues off Goree, 


will contribute to the ſpeedy and ſafe Paſ- 
2 ſage of the T ranſports, with the Troops 
that your L 
ing from thence. 


p mentions to be com- 


J am concerned for V— A 
Squadron having been ſo 815 


had they had the Wind as far Southerly as 
we had here, I fear they would have fared 


much work, as it would have been dead 


upon our Shoe: 
I am extremely pleated to hear there are 
ſome clean Ships going to {fail for Scotland, 


which I am perſuaded, will be found the 
moſt certain Station for meeting them at 
Sea, or having Opportunity to purſue and 
3 deſtroy them in Harbour, 


Rear A B 


þ Crabam to the "He WL: of him with- 
| out, makes me very jealous ſome of them 
| Are 


: — having been 
12 in the North Sea, and Lord George 


8 
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Se 
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„ 
are ſkulking in the Harbours of Norway, 


for the intercepting our latter Convoy from 
the Baltick, which I ſhall give Captain 


Tomſon a large Chapter of Precautions 8 


gainſt 


Gallway, is certainly an ill choſen Har- 
bour, to get out of in Winter, as they might 
be confined there with a fair Wind; but 


they might judge rightly the Enemy would 


not be eue for them off there, I am, | 
&c. 


I «th October. 
Have received your's of the 14th, in- 


forming me of your having communi- | 


cated to their I. mine "af the 12th 


and 13th, and accompanying their L—-s | 
Orders for the diſpatching of A= 


B. tor Edinburgh or Frith, which 1 


can't ſay but is an Order that gives me 
great Pleaſure, as I am inclined to believe 


ſo active an Officer's Arrival there, at this 
critical Conjuncture, will be of great Ser- 


vice to our Royal Maſter's Intereſts. 


16th Ocober. 


mand being allowed extraordinary 


Officers for the expediting his Orders for 


his Majeſty's Service, I can't but think that 


ay 


mn 


8 to an Officer of my Rank in Com- 
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179] 
as abſolutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's 


Service, as their being allowed to general 


Officers at Land; and it is for his Majeſty 8 


Service only, that I am deſirous of it, and 


think a Couple appointed, as Extra- Offi- 


cers, to the Ship I may hoiſt my Flag on 
board: but a Trifle in the additional Ex- 


pence, in regard to the Utility of it, as it 


is but the Pay of one Lieutenant more than 
their half Pay would amount to; but, as I 
know theſe great Ships may be liable to 
as many Incidents in a Winter's Paſſage to 
: Portſmouth, as on a Voyage to the Eaſt 
Indies, I can't think of taking them from 
this Ship, till ſhe is arrived at a Port of 
Safety, without others being appointed to 
ſupply their Truſt for this Ships Security; 
and in ſuch Caſe, I could not but recom- 


mend Mr, Lucas for ſupplying one of the 


Vacancies who has ſo diligently and volun- | 


tarily given his Service at this critical Junc- 
ture, 


But we have this Morning a renewed 


Viſit from the S. W. Quarter, the reigning 


Wind of the Chriſimas Quarter, which 1 
reckon is more than an even Chance for 
confining any Convoy here to between this 


the Liberty again to ſurmiſe to their Ls, 


| that, if the getting theſe great Ships 


into a Place of Security for them, 1s the 


principal 


and Chriſtmas; and I muſt therefore take 
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may retard the R 
then, which I think to be of great Impor- 
tance for his Majeſty's Service, to have fo 
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principal View, you are almoſt ſure of à 


Wind every Day tor them, to carry them 
to the Gun Fleet, in their Way to the 
Nore, but may run great Hazards for them, 


in their waiting for a Wind to carry them 


to Spithead, November being generally the 


moſt ſtormy Month of the Year. 


17th October. 
s obliging Favour 


Have your L 


of the 15th, and believe we are now | 


ſpeedily growing to the Eve of ſeeing this 
Northern Cloud of Highland Rabble ſpee- 
dily diſperſed, which to be ſure can't be 
too ſoon done, before our Neighbours have 
an Opportunity of intermeddling in it, which 


we have room enough to be fully ſatis- 


fed of their Inclinations for. 

J hope the Beer and Water from Dover, 
with what other Proviſions are coming from 
thence, will be here with the next Flood, 


and if fo, hope ſhall be able to get the 


Glouceſter furniſhed with all ſhe wants be- 
fore To-morrow Morning, that nothing 
A 's failing 


active an Officer at Hand there, to give all 
* Orders for diſtrefſing the Rebels, 


and 
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and preventing their receiving of any fo- 
reign Succours. 


| 17th Ofober. 

OR my own Part I have heard ſo 
much of the careleſs Keeping of the 
Priſoners at Dover, where ſeveral have run 
away with Boats fince my being here, and 
in all Appearance have been favoured in it 
by the Smugglers, as they always find 
Boats ready furniſhed with Sails and Oars 
for them when they go; that I can't but 
apprehend ſome of them may have had a 
Hand in this Calamity : And I have heard 
lately, they are as. careleſly kept at Ply- 
mouth, where we have ſuch Stores! in their 
Neighbourhood, 


18th OFober. 


EAR A B—— was with me 


Intelligences their L— s ſent me with 


Directions to be delivered to him. 


I am pleaſed to find by them, there are 
no certain Intelligences of the Rebels ha- 
ving received any foreign Succours ; but by 


two Cutters, which may as probably have 


come from Has D þ, there be- 


ing generally at Fluſbing no leſs than three 
or four of the Cutters of our profligate 


3 lying there ſtrongly armed; and 
F on 


laſt Night when the Poſt came in, 
and I delivered to him then the incloſed 
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on the ſmuggling Account, which Captain 


Gregory, and Lieutenant Lucas, have been 


Eye-witneſſes of, as of their looking upon 


the King's Officers as their greateſt Ene- 
mies. And for the two Doggers and Snow, 


that are ſaid to have failed from D, 
as ſuch Privateer Veſſels have, by the In- 


telligencies, been ſaid to bave appear'd on 
the Coaſt of Yorkſhire, I hope they only 


ſailed a privateering, and not for carrying 


Succours to the Rebels; but if they did, 
I think the detaching 1 A 
B to take the Command in thoſe 


Parts, is the moſt effectual Remedy that can 


be applied to it. 


19th Ofeher. 

NE Thing having long laid upper- 

moſt in my Mind, as the original 
Cauſe of the Diſappointment of all joint 
Expeditions by Sea and Land, that I have 
ever read, heard, or ſeen any thing of; and 
as the Remedy to it ſeems to me to be very 
eaſy and natural; and ſupported by the Ex- 
amplc of a Nation all will allow prudent 
and judicious in their Maxims of making 
War; (though moſt hold in Deteſtation 
the unlimited Bounds of their unreined 
Ambition, which would lawleſsly lay Waſte 
the Dominions of neighbouring Princes, 
and ſubject them to bear the Yoke of that 


Univerſal Moaarchy they are always 


KCCPINY 
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keeping in View, and ever labouring to at- 
tain by the moſt wicked Machinations;) 
begging their Is Pardon for this 
long Preamble, to acquaint them, that 
the Meaſures of F—— for preventing 
any diſputed Commands, are, 1 apprehend, 
| from having eſtabliſhed a Rank of Service ; 
between their Land and Sea-Officers; and au 
tho' they are a Kingdom on the Continent, 
they allow Admirals and Generals to be of 
equal Rank in Service, Vice-Admirals 
and Lieutenant-Generals, and ſo on in Pro- 
portion; by which, when any Service is 
to be executed jointly by Sea and Land, by 
Officers even of equal Ranks, there is no Ha- 
: zard of a Diſpute where the Command is 
to lye, as the producing their reſpective 
* Commiſſions, to ſee which bears the eldeſt 
Date, immediately decides the Difference. 
If a Want of this has occaſioned ſo many 
lamented Diſappointments, as I verily be- 
lieve it has, Jam perſuaded their L——g 
Candour will plead my Excuſe for ſuggeſt- 
ing to their Is my Opinion, for 
preventing any like Calamities befalling us 
tor the future, EY. 
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Can't but inform their J. 8, that 
I can meet with none but what think 
it too late for any Ships to hope to get well 
to Cape Breton from hence, at this Seaiun 
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of the Year; and think they will have 
good Luck to lay hold of the Capes of 
Virginia, which, if they can't, they muſt 
take Shelter in the Weſt Indies; ſo that 


as I can't but fear, making Attempts to be 


ſending there at this Time may be a vain 


Struggle againſt the Elements, and fatal to 


thoſe that attempt it, I thought it my Duty 


to ſurmiſe it to their Le—_—_— before it 


may be too late, that it may be maturely 
confidered, whether it would not be more 
eligible for their remaining at Spz7head, for 
| proceeding as early in the Spring, as they 
can poſſibly get in there; and where, in all 
Probability, nothing can be done till the 
Spring Weather opens, to give an Oppor- 
tunity of doing any thing, but preſerving 
themſelves from the levere Colds of thoſe 
Parts. 
By one that came Paſſenger, I have 


heard that the French Privateers were pretty 


thick about 70 Leagues to the Weſtward 
of Scilly, and if our Ships don't cruize far 
to the Weſtward, they can be but little 
Protection to our homeward bound Trade; 


and for what cruizes within the Chops of 


the Channel, I fear they will run much 
greater Hazards of deſtroying themſelves 
than injuring the Enemy, 
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23d OF. 

S I have formerly mentioned to you, 
that we have four Sail under Cap- 
tain Haddock, cruiſing from five to fifteen 
Leagues from Goree, and two Sloops that 
are cruizing on the Back of the Sands, 
their Motions from D- k or 0— 4 
ſeem to me narrowly watched in this Part, 
and now there is ſo diligent and active an 
Officer as R— A B „to watch 
their Arrival at the Ports of Scotland, 
where there is moſt Probability for meet- 
ing them, and where they can purſue them 


into the Harbours where they can fly no 


farther, I am perſuaded, on his being well i 


ſupplied with Ships and Veſſels of proper 
Draught of Water to purſue them, that a 


good Account will be given of them for 


the future, that may ſlip by us, which in 


in theſe long Winter Nights, and hard 
Gales ſoutherly, they have fine Opportu- 


nities for, 


26th Oct. 
J Have received your L———s obliging 


Favour of the 24th; and as I know the 


— have been as diligent in improving 


their Fiſhery, as we have, to our Shame, 
been remarkably negligent in it, the 
former Connivances at the Smugglers infa- 
mous Proceedings have converted molt of 


28 our 
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our former Fiſhermen into Smugglers. I 


am ſenſible the F—— always had great 
Numbers of large Fithing-boats; and, in 


former Mackarel Seaſons, have ſeen our 
Channel ſwarming with them; and when- 
may have an Inclination 


ever the F. 
to collect them together, your L 
knows they don't want well regulated 


. for it. 


26th OF. 


Have mentioned to you the little Force 


1 I have remaining, and which being no 
certain Body, but daily draughted off to other 
Services, I can't be enabled to form regu- 
lar Schemes of employing them ; but their 
1 may be aſſured I will faithfully 
and diligently diſcharge my Duty, in what- 
ever is referr'd to me, with ſuch Force for 


the Execution of it, as ſhall be put under 


my Orders; which, at Rane; I hardly 
know what they are. 


28th OF. 


"Have, ever ſince my being here, | hope, 


acted agreeably to their [ 


8 pl Co 


ſent Order of the 26th, to have the greateſt 


Attention to what paſſes in the Ports of 
0 — 4 and TD 


Com- 
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and for the diſpofing the Ships under my 
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Command, in ſuch Manner, as moſt pro- 
bably to intercept any Embarkations, 

that might be made from thoſe Ports, for 

b invading his Majeſty's Dominions ; and, I 

2 think, the preſent Diſpoſition my Cruizers 

have been acting under, were well conceived 

for that Purpoſe; and I flatter myſelf, have 
in a great Meaſure aniwered it, Captain 

Haddock, with the four Sail under his 

Command, having been poſted to cruize 

from five to fifteen Leagues from Goree, 

> and the Badger and Vulture, nearer to 

them, on the Back of the Sands off D- 4 
—þ and O—— 4; and the Squirrel and i 

Hornet, which are cruiz ing between Dun- 
genes and Beachey Head; which are all 

the Cruizers I have, at preſent, under my | 

Orders; and though the Cruize of the ſix 

former expired on the 26th, they are none 

of them yet returned here, which gives 

me ſome Hopes they may have proceeded 

to the Northward, 1n Chace of ſome Ships 


or Veſſels, that may have attempted going | 
that Way ; and I have already mentioned I 
to their Is, that I have no Ship 
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or Sloop under my Orders here, but the 
= Norwich I have my Flag flying on board, 
and a crazy Fireſnip. 
The Milford anchor'd here Yeſterday 


the Afternoon, and he 1 is failed away 5 
— þ joining Rear A——— B—— by Day 
„break this Morning, furniſhed with one 
9 F 4 of 
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of the beſt North Country Pilots, I had 
left to ſupply him with, and another Pi- 
lot to fee him through the Gull Sream, 
with a Cutter to bring him back, and un- 

der the Orders I have already ſent you a 
Copy of, and I put into his Hands the 
Pacquet from their L —s, for Rear 
A — B-—: The Pearl, Captain Had- 


dock, and the Shark Sloop, I have their 


L s Orders for ſending to him as ſoon 
as they arrive, and I have been preparing 
for giving all poſſible Diſpatch, as ſoon 
as they ſhall arrive, and then, when they do 
arrive, two being to be diſpatch d to R— 
A2 „which I muſt approve 
of, there will be remaining under my Or- 
ders (and who will all want Supplies be- 
fore they can go to Sea again) only the Folk- 
tone of 40 Guns very foul, the Sheerneſs 


of 20 Guns, and the Badger and Vulture 


Sloops, of thoſe whoſe Orders are expired, 
and on the 2d. November expire (the Or- 


ders of the Squirrel and the Hornett) tor 


though the Grand Turk be riding here 
now, their L s know ſhe is detained 
here by their Orders, for joining the 


Prince Edward, when ever ſhe arrives, 


and then proceeding under ſealed private 


Orders that are lodged with me for them, 


the Contents of which have never been im- 


parted to me; but it is proper for me now 


to ſay, I am not anſwerable for their Con- 
duct, as I know nothing of their Deſtination ; 
and 
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cebſſors, that it is not fit thoſe Ships ſhould | 


be expoſed in theſe narrow Seas in the Win- 
ter Seaſon. 
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and where much may be expected from me 
gat this Juncture, it is proper for me to 


remind their L———s what Power re- 


mains with me for executing it withal. 
4 


And their L— s know that J have 


very early offered my Opinion, for having 
a greater Number of proper Ships aſſem- 
2 bled, for anſwering the Services that might 
| I be expected; and propoſed how, in my ; 
| Apprehenſion, nine Sail, from 50 to 40 
Guns, might ſpeedily be procured, if it had 


been thought proper to have ſent to Black- 
| ſtakes the three Deck Ships for manning 
that Number, to have been ſpeedily hired 


for that Purpoſe, for having a Squadron in 
Hoſely Bay as well as here to watch the 


'Enemy's Motions, who might all have 
been at Sea fit for Service before now. 


I am heartily pleaſed the three Deck 


[1 Ships are ſafe at Spithead, but as they are 
not fit for Winter Cruizers, I muſt ſub- 
| mit it to their L- 
if the Men on Board them could not be 
more uſefully employed, in the preſent 


s better Judgment, 


Conjuncture, for the manning of Ships 
that are proper for Winter Cruizing; for 1 


. 


muſt join in the Opinion of all my Prede- 


Whatever Power is 8 to me in 
the preſent critical Conjuncture, 1 will di- 
igently employ it to the beſt of my Judg- 
1 ment 
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ment, for executing the Orders I ſhall re. 
ceive for our Royal Maſter's Service, with| 
the ſincereſt Zeal and carefulleſt Attention} 
to approve myſelf His Majeſt'y faithful 
Subject and Servant; But I can't pretend to 
make Brick without Straw, or do more 


than I have force entruſted to me for the 
s well 


know at preſent is very little. 


29th Of. 
Aptain Gregoryon his return from Do- 
ver, informing me that for two or three 
Nights together, there had been At- 


tempts from the Priſoners to eſcape from| ? 


Dover Caſtle, and that Ropes had been 


thrown over the Walls to favour them in 
it; and that ſome in the Town of Do 


ver were ſuſpected to favour them, 
which no doubt muſt be ſome of our In. 


famous Smugglers, I thought it my Duty 
to mention this Report to their Lo———s, ? 
that all neceſſary Care may be taken to 


prevent the ill Conſequence that might 


attend their Eſcape at this Critical Con- 
juncture, for the Smugglers, and the Bo- 


logners (of which are ſeveral of the Priſo- 


ners) have but too long had : a fatal Con- 4 


nection together. 
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An zoth Of. 
l ND think I ſhould have full Powers 
of © from their L———s to move after 
rel | them wherever they may have Advice they 
have ſteered their Courſe for, with ſuch 
a2 Force as I may have here in readineſs for 
it; for if they go with many Regiments 
they muſt have a Number of Ships to carry 
them, and one would think, would en- 
„ deavour to have a Maritime Force to pro- 
ee 1 tect them, or they may have ſufficient 
t. cauſe to repent it, which I pray God grant, 
m. and I am ſure I ſhall have a ſincere Plea- 
en ſure in being any Ways able to effect, 
inn which none can have a fincerer Zeal for 
0. 3 Executing his Duty in for our Royal Ma- 
m, | fter's Service. I am, &c. 
= 
uty 4th and 5th Novem, 
= HE Dutch Ships Wants and Ex- 
to 4 cuſes for not ſpeedily coming here, 
gli. as mentioned in the Extract from V—e 
on- A 18S , is no Surprize to me, as 
% it is no more than J expected, I thank 
iſo 0 God I can acquaint you that Captain Had- 
on. dec in the Pearl, and the Sheerneſs an- 
chored here Veſterday in the Evening, and 
Captain Denis in the Folie, with the 
Snoto Privateer Prize anchored here this 
Morning. They loſt Company with the 
1 Shark 2255 Captain Middleton, in a hard 


. ;oth | 


Gale 


921 
Gale of Wind the Night before they took 
the two French Privateers, which they 
chaſed after from Intelligence they! 
met at Sea, and took them both in one! 
Day, the 20th Ocbober laſt, on tne South 
Part of the Dogger Bank, where they were | 
cruizing for falling in with our latter Fleet 
expected from the Baltick, with the Poole 
and Hound, whom Captain Haddock ſpoke | * 
with on their Way for Elſeneur the 16th |. 
October laſt: The Privateer Snow is from 
D &, and the Ship is a B——re| 
Privateer, but were both taken in Con- f 
ſort now, and had not been above a Week 
from D— k when taken; and they} ' 
knew nothing then of ſix Ships, or any 
Ships being failed from D E, with 
Forces or Arms for the Rebels in Scotland: 7 
and I believe it may be as probable what | 
Arms have been ſent, may have gone from 
Amſterdam or the Ports of North Holland, 
as lying more out of the Way of our Crui- 
zers; both Privateers are of ten Carriage 
Guns beſides Swivels, and the Ship had 
110 Men, and the $7ow 70, and the Pri- 
ſoners of both are in the Men of War come 
in; and I aſſure their L s this ſeaſon⸗- 
able taking them, for the Security of our 
Commerce, and clearing up idle Reports, 
gives me more Pleaſure than if they had 
been Galleons. 


I have received their I.——s new 
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orders of the 2d, that give me a Latitude 


* | now to diſpatch Ships after any of the Ene- 
mies that I ſhall have Intelligence may be 


; failed from the Ports of O 
for attempting to invade His Majeſty's Do- 


dof Do} 


minions, or to purſue them myſelf for en- 
deavouring to take or deſtroy them. 


All the Advice I have at preſent being, 
that as they may be attempting to ſend Arms 
and Ammunition to the Succour of the Re- 


bels by ſmall Privateers, I have the Triton 


and Badger now lying in their Way for 
? intercepting them, and I will uſe all 


poſſible Diligence for getting the Pearl, 


Captain Haddock, who is a good Sailor rea- 
dy for the Sea, with a Sloop with him, for 
| diſpatching them to ſtrengthen Rear Sd 
: — , and carry him a Supply of Pro- 
1 viſions, as I think them the moſt certainly 


in the Way for intercepting Supplies to 


the Rebels; and as the Dogger Bank lies 
ſo in the fair Tract of all going, and which 
Station I ſhall in my own Judgment chute 
to keep well ſupplied for intercepting any 


| thing that Way, I will direct Captain Had- 


docꝶ᷑ to cruize for one twenty four Hours on 


the Dogger Bank, on his Way, for looking 


i out for a 1 of 20 Guns ny 220 Men. : 


that is ſaid to have taken five Prizes al- 
 zready: And I will be getting the Squirrel, 
' 3 Sheerneſs and a Sloop ready for proceeding 
to Sea with all poſſible Expedition, for taking 
.| Ithe Dogger Bank tor their cruizing Station, 


where 


94 
where they will not only lie in the Way | 


of intercepting any Succours going from 


or 9. 


from Elſeneur. 


When theſe Detachments are made, 
all that I ſhall have remaining with me! 
will be the Norwich my Flag is flying on 

Board of, and I ſhall be ready always to go] 

to Sea in her at a Moment's Warning, and! 

the Foli/tone, Captain Denis, and one of the 

Sloops, for the T ireſhip I fear is not fit! 

for it, and the Dutch Vice Admiral; and 

what I apprehend I have to guard againſt Þ} 

with this Force and what other their“ 

—s ſhall be pleaſed to diſpatch to | 


bs 
me, is the Coaſt of Kent, Part of Efſex, 


and all the Suffolk Coaſt, ans know of no! 
other appointed for that Purpoſe, that their | 
I= know I very early gave it as my | 
Opinion that it would be right to have an- 
other ſmall Squadron poſted at Oazly | : 
Bay. And J hope with theſe Detatchments | 
now making to the Northward, we ſhall | 
not be likely to want any more Force that 
Way; but it ſeems abſolutely neceflary |? 
to be ſpeedily ſtrengthned for guarding a- | 


gainſt any Attempts that may be made on 
theſe Neighbouring Parts I have mentioned, 


which being ſeemingly within my Charge, | 
I thought it my Duty to lay my Apprehen- | 
ſions | 


, to the Rebels, but Þ 
likewiſe be in the Way for the Protection] 
of our Eaſt Country W expected. 
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5 2 ſions timely before their Lo— whoſe 


Orders to me ſhall always meet a 
moſt punctual Obedience proportioned to 
the ſincere Inclinations as well as a Duty 
[incumbent on me to approve myſelf His 


I Majeſty's faithful Subject and Servant. 


j Kod this is one melancholy Conſidera- 
tion, amongſt many others, to inforce the 
2 Neceſſity there ſeems to be, to fall upon 
2 ſome Parliamentary Expedient, to recon- 
Z cile the Affections of the Seamen to the 
: publick Service, by a more humane 
Treatment than they are at preſent ſub- 
; ject to. 
I have long lamented their Situation, 
and made ſome faint Attempts towards re- 
lieving it, which appear'd equitable, and 
might have been rendred effectual, in my 
poor Apprehenſion. 
For my own Part, I have EIA 
conſidered it in the Light, that the Pre- 
ſervation of our Holy Religion, and Sup- 
port of the Bleſſings of a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, for ſecuring that and our Liberties 
under his Majeſty's Protection, depends 
x I inticely on our maintaining a Superiority 
gat Sea, which will be always i in Danger of 
J being loſt, when we loſe the Affections 
[ of our Seamen., to contribute to the pre- 
ſerving it. And th erefore I ſhall always 
think it the Cauſe of God, and the Kg, 
and worthy the moſt ſerlous Conlideration 
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of all who with to ſecure to themſelves the 
happy Enjoyment of both; and I hope 
their L s will be fo good as to ex- 
cuſe at leaſt the over-flowing of my Zeal 


for both, from the Apprehenſions of the 


Danger chat may ariſe to them for want of 
a timely Attention to it. 


th Novem. 


1 Received yours of the 4th November 


that came by Expreſs between 4 and 5 
o'Clock Yeſterday in the Evening, for com- 


municating to me the Intelligence of the 
French having actually begun a Conſide- 


rable Embarkation of Scotch and Trifh 


Troops at Dunkirk, and that you ſhould | 


lignify to me his Majeſty's Pleaſure, to ga- 
ther what Force of Ships I could imme- 
diately together, and to uſe my beſt En- 
deavours either to prevent their getting out 
of Dunkirk, or, if they come out, to take 
and deſtroy them. 

And when I read your Letter, 'twas a 


Pleafure to me to reflect that in my Letter | 
to you of Yeſterday for their L——s In- 


formation, gone by the Poſt two or three 


Hours before I received yours, I had given 


as ſatisfactory an Anſwer to it as could be 
wiſhed, that this preſent freſh Gale from 
the N. F. is a ſecurity by God's good Pro- 
vidence from their attempting to proceed 


from D + for Scotland, and I could al- 
moſt 
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moſt wiſh they were embarked on ſuch an 


Attempt, as I know this Wind muſt force 
them on this Shore or down Channel; of 
which I have no Intelligence, and have 


had my Foliſtone Cutters forced into Dover 


Pier, who were going in Queſt of ſuch In- 
telligence, and ſhould I attempt ſending 
any to Sea on it, they would be forced 
down Channel, as we are now obliged to 


ride Yards and Topmaſts down. 
You know, Sir, their Is Or- 


ders to me of the 2d of this Month are of 
the ſame Tenor, that an Embarkation was 


intended to be made in Order to invade. 
His Majeſty's Dominions, which, on my 
having Advice of any Number of Ships 
failing from the Ports of O—d or D 
for that purpoſe, I am either to go after 
them myſelf, or to ſend ſuch Ships of my 


R 


Squadron as I think proper, to endeavour 
to take or deſtroy them: And this was 
ſtrongly printed in my Memory, and I keep 
my Thoughts wholly intent upon the Exe- 
cution of them with the ſincereſt Zeal for his 
Majeſty's Service to the beſt ofmy Judgment. 


I have a Couple of clean Cutters with 
two diligent and experienced Volunteer 


Captains, Captain Wimbleton and Grego- 
ry, to endeavour to get up to thoſe 


Ports, and bring me the certaineſt Intelli- 
| gence they can of the Motions of the Ene- 
my there; I have a twenty Gun Ship and a 


Sloop 
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Sloop out a cruizing directly in the Wind 


of them, in the beſt Station for lying in 
their way with this Wind, for intercepting 
them, if ſtrong enough, or bringing me the 
earlieſt Intelligence of them. 

Three of my Cruizers that were out, arc 
ſeaſonably returned here, and have brought 
an Evidence they werewell poſted, the taking 
two ofthe Enemy's Privateers, in the fair way 
between D. and Scotland, one of which 
Privateers they brought in with them; and by 
the incloſed Copy of the Letter from Cap- 
tain Middleton, you have an Account of 
the Shark Sloop (the miſſing Sloop) was 
ſafe in Yarmouth Roads, with the miſſing 
Privateer with him; ſo that, I thank God, 
hitherto, nothing has miſcarried that has 
been under my Care and Direction; and 


if all the remaining Ships here are not 


compleatly victualled and ſtored for the 
Sea, it can't in any fort be attributed to my 
want of a diligent and, I hope, prudent 
Care in it,. 1 

In this Situation J conceive no Diſpoſi- 
tion better than what my Orders are given 
in for the preſent, to let Captain Haddock 
in the Pearl, with the Vulture Sloop, pro- 


ceed under his preſent Orders to cruize for 


twenty-four Hours on the Dogger Bank, 
in his way to join Rear A——— 5 in 
Edinburgh Frith, or ſooner, meeting him 
in the Sea, and getting the remaining Ships 
ſup- 


1 
3h 
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ſupplied, and being always in Readineſs to 


move after and attack the Enemy with the 
little Force their L s know I have 
under my Command; which, had it not 
been at this critical Conjuncture, I would not 
have failed to have repreſented to their 
L. -s was no ways ſuited to ſupport 
the Dignity of the Flag I have the Ho- 
nour to bear in the Navy: But as I ſet out 
with a Refolution to over-look all Ob- 
jections, on the preſent Occaſion, for His 


Majeſty's Service, I am determined to do 


my Royal Maſter the beſt Service in my 
Power, with ſuch a Force, and ſuch an 
Authority as ſhall be committed to me, and 
I ſhall endeavour to do it on all Occaſions, 
as 1 hope, with the Judgment and Reſo- 
lution of an experienced Officer. 
I have pointed out to their L 8 
that though I have but a ſmall Force, I 
have a large Diſtrict for being watchful 
of the Enemy's Attempts. I look upon 
Scotland to be their principal View at pre- 
ſent, but I don't think I muſt fo look up- 
on it, as to abandon all other Confide- 
| rations; and I conceive very ſufficient Rea- 


ſeons to convince me not to think ſo, and I 
have in my former Letters pointed them 


dut to their I. 
The Wind and the Weather muſt be a 
Conſideration in the ju dgment of every 
; prudent Sea Officer, and we can't direct our 


G 2 Motions 


>. _- 


ww” 9 — 4 —— — — 
— _ PS - 
7 2 2 2 « — 
— — g g — — — — * . 
Nr 
2 "= i 
- — — —— nts . — _ — 


* == = * — — — - - 5 
P * 5 4 » ax ——» * 
2 — — 2 — = 
"- * p = > 4 _- - — — _ <= the apt ere Lee ts 8 
_ * . — 4 boo — 9 i "= - — —— — = _ 8 
— — 2 = 
- g a * or 
: SES o — 22 2 * 7 SO ” — ——p— 4 - 2 — _ 
— 1 1 a — — " = hl 3 5 3 
23 * e * — — — ay —— — 
Xx If * S + as co «a — 
— — * — _ wo > 


[ 100 ] 
Motions in Contradiction, eſpecially in the 
Winter Seaſon, when they will be obeyed; 


T was glad to hear you had communicated 
s mine of the 2d with 


to their L 
the Copies of the Letters that have paſſed 
between the Dutch Vice Admiral and me, 
in which I ſhall be glad to have their 
1 Approbation, as I have hitherto 


happily had, in what I have had Occa- 
fion to write or direct, 


I can't tell who it is has acquainted their 


1.— -S that the Caſtles here are unte- 


nable Caſtles, but let them be who they 
will, I will venture to aſſert they are much 
more te nable than ſome modern Caſtles, on 
which great Sums of Money have been 
ignorantly and laviſly ſquandred away. 
After having ſet forth my Reaſons in a 
Juſt Light for the Opinion I have given, 
all their Lordſhips Orders will meet with 
a punctual Obedience from me, as I know 


it to be my Duty; as I think it is likewiſe | | 
to offer my Opinion, in what appears mo!! 
to me for his Majeſty's Service, or what 
Uſe would long Experience in Service be | 
of, if old Officers were only to be the mute | 
Executors of what might be directed to 

them? | 


— 
2 


1. 
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th November. 


Have received yours of the 24th paſt 


from St. Abbs Head, which gives me great 


Pleaſure to hear of your being got ſo far in 


your way to Edinburgh Frith, where I am 
perſuaded the Arrival of an Officer of your 


Zeal and Activity, can't fail of being of 


great Service to our Royal Maſter at this cri- 
tical Conjuncture, and give a pleaſing Hope 


and Activity to thoſe who are well affected, 
as well as be a Means te intimidate man 
from joining in ſo infamous a Rebellion a- 
gainſt God as well as the K—g, as it was 
1 for introducing an idolatrous Religion a- 
mongſt us. 

As ſoon as the Milford rin I took 
care ſhe ſhould not loſe a Moment's Time 
for coming to join you; and as I find the 
Fear of a Want of Proviſions was a Part of 
| your Apptehenſions, I am uſing all Dili- 
: gence for the Pearl and the Vulture coming 
to you compleatly victualled, and as the 
Pearl brings you a freth Pacquet from their 
s, you have encloſed in it their 
| lateſt Intel ligence of the Apprehenſions they 


have for the Succours of the Scotch and 


+ Triſh Troops they ſuſpect to be coming for 
the Rebels from D 
; By theſe Accounts you will ſee thoſe 
Supplies they are ſaid to have received, 
Pave principally been at Montroſe and Pe- 
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terbead, which I am perſuaded you will 
judge neceſſary to have well watched by 
ſuch of your Cruizers as can purſue them 
there. 

The Pearl has the Reputation of failing 
well, and, what is better, has I believe a 
diligent active Captain in our worthy Bro- 


ther Admiral's Son, but ſhe is too big for 


the ſmall Harbours. 
I think you have much the quieter Sta- 


tion of the two, having your Buſineſs before | 


you, and the Rebels favouring you in call- 
ing off the daily Communication of the 
Poſt to allow you hardly Time to think 
of any thing elſe but anſwering it: But, ! 
hope they will be relieved from that Trou— 
ble ſoon by your meeting with General 
I, 
Conſultation how moſt ſpeedily and effec- 


at Edinburgh, to have a mutual 


tually to bring the Authors of this Con- 
ſpiracy to a Repentance, if you can't 1 
ſincere Amendment, in which I moſt 
heartily wiſh you much Honour, and great 
Proſperity, equal to the Zeal I am per: 
ſuaded you will manifeſt for obtaining it. 
I wrote to their L————s to remind 
them of directing the Commiſſioners of th: 
Victualling to make a Contract at New 
caſtle for your being ſupplied with what 
Proviſions you might want from thence, 
which they have ſent me word they har 
done; 


ne tenet Fes oe ³ A 
RE. 8 8 7 2 32 21 


8 : be. ob 
4 = It, 


UP =, SSS LIK fo ne ef 
LIT ut > Prune Far fre 4s: 2 . 4x 


[ 103 ] 


done; ſo I hope you will be fully made 
ealy i in that Particular, 


-th November. 
Have likewiſe the Copy of the Intelli- 
gence from Mr., and ſhall take 
care to omit nothing in my Power for the 
careful Execution of my general Orders, 
in a proper Diſpoſition of whatever Force 
' ſhall be put under my Command for that 
-F Purpoſe; and am glad to hear that the 
Mary Galley is coming here, and will en- 
dieavour to have the Squirrel and Sheerne/s 
ein Readineſs for proceeding with her to 
the Station of the Dogger Bank, to wait 
for his old Acquaintance from O——-4. 
And with what other Force I can collect, 
all * I propoſe to watch their Motions on any 
: Attempts on theſe Southern Parts. 
(hut I ought to have ſome Ships beſides 
that the Flag is flying in, that may have 
ſome Appearance for a Line of Battle, for 
it would be a ſtrange Phenomenon to ſee 
two Admirals at Sea without one Ship far 
ci- * a Second to either of _ 
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th November. 
LL the Information that I have re- 
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u- ceived concerning the two large in 
hat * Privateers that were in at O——dqd, was, 1 


ce that they were in at the Harbour, my 
are | Cutters having been in the Road them- 
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ſelves when they took this Survey of them ; 
and but Yeſterday I. had a Deſerter with 
me, who was of my Lord S7a:r's Regiment 
of Dragoons, as he ſays, and that he was 
taken Priſoner at the Battle of Fontenoy, 
where, as he ſays, there was on that Day, 
and the two ſucceeding ones, above 
of our Troops taken Priſoners ; and that 
he liſted in one of the 1r:þ Regiments of 
that Brigade, with an Intention to deſert 
the firſt Opportunity, as did, he thinks, | 
near fifty more, which he believes have all | 
deſerted them now as he has done ; and the 
Regiment he liſted in was Berwick's Regi- 
ment of Foot, there being a Regiment off, 
Horſe called Berw:ck's Regiment too; 
that he deſerted from O4 To-morrow | 
will be three Weeks, and came from Cam- 
pier in an Engliſh Merchant Ship, and | | 
that when he came from 0. — 4, the two 
large Privateers were in the Harbour of 
O——d, He ſays the French have repair- 
ed all the Works, and brought in a great 
Number of fine Braſs Cannon, that are all 
| Planted on the Works, and the old Iron bi 
ones taken away. He ſaid they talked | | 
much of coming over to Scotland or Eng- 
land with ten thouſand Si, and a great 
Part of the Jr:/þ Brigade. I aſked him 
where their Shipping was to bring them; 
he ſaid they talked of a Squadron of French 
Men of War at Dunkirk, I aſked him 
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if he had ſeen them; he ſaid no; and on 


aſking him what he had ſeen at O— 4, I 


found he had ſeen no more than what I 


have given you Accounts of our having 
feen. 915 

I am perſuaded, from the E Experience of 
a Seaman and an Officer, they would 
never come out upon the Road of O d, 
but juſt before they were upon the Point 


of ſailing ; and that if they were there 


upon theſe late N. E. Winds, they have 
run a fair Chance of being ſhipwreck'd, 
if they did not take care to get in again. 

I will, to the beſt of my Judgment, in 


his Majeſty s Service, not wantonly expoſe 
bis Majeſty's Ships to Shipwreck, without 


an apparent Expectation of being of Ser- 
vice, But whatever Orders for that I may 

receive, I ſhall obey, as my Duty is as the 
Reſult of others Judgment, and not my 


own, 


gth November. 
Have received yours of the 7th, in- 


forming me of your having communi- 
cated to their L s mine of the 6th 
with the incloſed, and am obliged to their 
. for their favourable Sentiments 
of my Zeal and Activity for watching the 
Motions of the Eneiny, that I think this 
late N. E. Wind has equally confined to 
their Ports, as it has done us, and that if 


they 
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they had any Ships out upon their Roads, 
they have been glad to get into Harbour 
out of Danger from it, which as to O-——d4 
Road with-a N. E. Wind they can always 
do, at high Water with even a 50 Gun 
Ship, the Courſe into the Harbour being 
8. S. E. 

I am heartily glad to hear the Thoughts 


of ſending Mordaunt's and Harriſon's Re- 
giment by Sea to Plymouth is laid aſide, as 


it is a hazardous Paſſage for Tranſports in 
the Winter, and might be a long one, 
tho' for the preſent Seaſon we have had 
unuſual Continuance of Eaſterly Winds, 
which being ſo far Northerly, I rejoice 


over, as it produces dry Weather for the 


March of our Troops to Edinburgh, and 


prevents the Enemy from ſending the Re- 
2, whatever 


their Intentions are, 
I am glad I can acquaint you the Pearl 


and Vulture will be compleatly ſupplied to 
Day with all they want, and if the Wea- 


ther continues rate; - I ſhall deſire 


Captain Haddock to be in Motion with 


To-morrow Morning's Flood, as he can 
but come back if it ſhould over-blow, that 


all poſſible Endeavours may be uſed to get 


the Start of the Enemy; and I will now 
forward the getting the Squirrel and Sheer- 


neſs ready to proceed to their Station on the 


Dogger Bank as ſoon as Fe ; and if 
the 
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„„ 
the Hoys from Dover don't come in fight 
to Day, I will ſend an Officer to Dover 


this Evening for ſtaying with the Agent 


Victualler to Night, to aſſiſt him in perſua- 
ding them to come out with To-morrow 
Morning's Flood, 

And theſe Difficulties we meet with here 
for getting our Ships ſupplied with Pro- 
viſions in this wild Winter Road at this 


Seaſon of the Year, is to me a Conviction, 


that for guarding the Entrance to our great 


Rivers, and watching the Motions of our 


Enemies from D kor O, to the 
Eaſtern and Northern Parts of this Ifland, 
with a light Winter Squadron, that Hoſely 
Bay is a preferable Station to this, as there 
is Harwich Harbour near at hand for all 
Ships to repair to, for Supplies of all they 


want in a good ſafe Harbour, where all 


neceſſary Diſpatch could be given with 
great Safety. 

It gives me great Pleaſure to find my 
Letter to the Dutch Admiral met with 
their L s Approbation, and that'the 
Pool and Hound Sloop are ſafe arrived with 


their Convoy at the Nore; which is what 


I was expecting an Account of from theſe 


 Eaſterly Winds, 


13th No- 
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13th November. 

'ERE we under the political mili- 
tary Maxims of our Neighbours 
the French, I know with them, the mili- 
tary Officer of ſuperior Rank, in either 
Service, would give Orders that ſhould ap- 
pear to him to be neceſſary for his Majeſty's 
Service, as the preventing Deſertions from it 


* 


mult be allowed to be: But I have been 


taught by Experience, tho' far from being 
convinced of the Prudence or Expediency 
of it, that the leaſt military Officer at Land 
1s early taught to think it an Indignity to 
receive Orders from the Officer of the 


higheſt Rank at Sea, Hiſtory and Obſer- 


vation has informed me of infinite Preju- 
dices ariſing from it to the Crown and Pub- 
lick Service: And to this one miſtaken 
Maxim, for my Part, I can ſingly at- 
tribute the many Diſappointments in our 


 Conjun&t Naval Expeditions, Had I 


Power to direct thoſe that might be poſited 
here, in taking proper Meaſures to prevent 
Deſertions, I ſhould think it might be 8 
Service for effecting it; and their L-— 
might have the Detachments of "ie 
at preſent employed in it, at Leiſure to be 
ordered, where their L s might find 
moſt to be wanted, on Board fome of the 


Ships of the mays : N very: 


And 
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And as we are like to have more quar- 
tered in the neighbouring Towns, thoſe 
Orders could be effectually executed, not 
only to prevent Deſertions, but to have a 
Supply of very good Seamen for recruiting 
the Navy from this Neighbourhood, which 
are now thought to be principally im- 
ployed in the Ruin of their Country, by 
the ſmuggling Trade, and as daily Spies, 
to give the Enemy Intelligence of all our 
Proceedings. I can't but think it a ſeaſon- 
able Time to ſuggeſt to their L- 8, 
that there are ſaid to be in this Town of 
Deal, not leſs than two hundred able young 
Men, and ſea-faring People, who are known 
to have no viſible Way of getting a Liv- 
ing, but by the infamous Trade of Smug- 
aling, many keeping a Horſe and Arms, to 
be ready at all Calls ; at Dover, it is con- 


jectured there may be four Hundred ; at 
Ramſgate and Polkſtone, three Hundred 
each; and it is ſaid, that, within theſe 


three Weeks, no leſs than nine Cutters 
at a Time, have gone off from Folk/tone to 


Boulogne; and that it is conjectured, that 
from the Town of Foliſtone only, a thou- 


ſand Pounds a Week is run over to Bou- 


logue in the ſmuggling Way ; and about 
fix or ſeven Days paſt, a Dover Cutter 


landed Goods in the Night under the Ca- 
{tle, that was carried off by a Party of ſixty 
Horle, and the Cutter 9 to have 


done 
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done it, came into Dover Pier next Day ; 


and though molt believed it was ſhe, no 
one proceeded againſt them in any Inquiry 
about it. 

This Smuggling, has converted thoſe 
employed in it, firſt from honeſt induſtri- 
ous Filhermen, to lazy, drunken, and pro- 
fligate Smugglers, and now, to dangerous 
Spies on all our Proceedings, for the Ene- 


my's daily Information. As this paſſes 


within my Obſervation, I ſhould think it 
criminal in me, not to inform their 
L s of it; I can't but think it a Na- 
tional Reproach upon us, to have let their 


Villainy and Treachery run to ſuch an ex- 
tenſive Length. 


18th Nov. 


Aving now ſupplied that Service as 


required, I muſt beg the Favour of 
their L s not to think of draughting 
any more from home, where we ſeem to 


be full weak for the — Services that 


may be expected from us. 
I hope in God no one can have a ſin- 
cerer Good-will to ſerve his Majeſty faith- 


fully and diligently in this critical Con- 


juncture, with ſuch Means as are put into 


my Hands for it. 


19th 
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19th Nov. 


As to pretending to hinder their com- 
ing out of D——4# at this Winter 


Seaſon ef the Vear, I might ſoon ſhip- 
wreck his Majeſty's Ships in ſuch a fruit- 
leſs Attempt, but know of no viſible View 
of ſerving him in it; but J have endea- 

voured at intimidating them from attempt- 


ing it, by properly poſting my Cruizers to 


intercept them, there being now out, under 
the Orders of cruizing from five to fifteen 
Leagues off Goree, the Triton and Badger 
Sloop; on the Dogger Bank, the Mary 
Galley, Squirrel, and Sheerneſs ; and gone 
for Edinburgh Frith, the Pearl and YVul- 
ture, who were to cruize off the Dogger- 
Bank a ſhort Time in their Way, Ks one 


to be left out of the Frifth, while the other 
went in to receive A B Orders. 


And mine of Yeſterday has fully inform 5 


ed their L——s of the little remaining 
Force I have to act in a Body with, for cover- 
ing the Counties of Kent and Suffolk, the 
Mouths of our two great Rivers, and pur- 
ſuing the Enemy to Scotland, when I am 


certain they are bound there; which for 


my Part, from the Rebels attempting to 


| J move Southward, I am rather inclined to 
ſuſpect is not their Deſign, eſpecially if 


112 ſhould attempt making uſe of their 
large 2 ana Lamas for a large Em- 
_ 


— La — ” 


fs 


barkation ; for then I am certain they ne- 
ver intend going to Scotland with them, 
to hazard Pharaoh's Fate, but will project 
what may be executed in twenty-four 
Hours, which they can be only proper 
for, 
„ Il will endeavour to ſerve our Royal Ma- 
5 ſter faithfully and diligently with the judg- 
ba ment of an Officer, to the beſt of my Un- 
| derſtanding; and I pray to God I may do 
$4 it on any Occaſion that offers for it, agree- | 
$4 | ably to the Reſolution of an Officer, which | 
are my ſincere Deſires and Intentions. 
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20th Nov. 
TITH the Wind we have my | 
and the Sea there muſt be with it 
on the Banks of Flanders, it is the Opi- | 
nion of the Pilots and Officers I have diſ- 
1-78 courſed with upon it, that the Enemy 
ii could not get to Sea with Ships from ie 4 
| 8 the Harbours of O-——d or D—, * 
11k _ unleſs the Wind was to the Southward of 
14 the South-Weſt, the Buoy for the Channel 
| 2 at the Tail of the Bar at 0 -d lying to 
the Weſtward of the Harbour's Mouth. 4 
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F the F are aſſembling their Forces 
to the Weſtward, I ſhould think that a ' ? 

LSE ma F Reaſon againſt drawing any Ships 
j | away from the Weſtward to Spit head, 
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Which 1 have always looked upon in our 
£ Channel as a Cul de Sac, which gives the 
Enemy to the Weſtward of them a fair 
Occaſion to do what they will with a 
7 Weſterly Wind; and would give any. 
Squadron from O d or D— k, the 
ſame fair Opportunity of doing what they 
would for them, to the Eaſtward, with an 
: | Eaſterly Wind. 

„And whenever the F. 


SY 


33 
l 8 


get a Squadron 


to O-—4, which I imagine will not 

be long firſt, J conceive it will be abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to form Magazines, and have 
an eſtabliſhed Yard at Harwich. 

1, „ 21ſt Nov. 

it 8 it is my Opinion, I thought it my 

1. Duty to ſuggeſt it, and to add now 

. that it continues to be my Opinion; but 


o whatever is my own Judgment, I know 
er it is my Duty to execute their L——s Or- 
+ ders puncually, which I will not fail to do, 
of with ſuch a Force as they ſhall be pleaſed 
zel to give me, for enabling me to do it effe- 
„ JEwally. 
And at a Time when our Troops may be 
: moſt of them drawn to the Northward, I 
ee no Reaſon why the Enemy ſhould not 
oc; chuſe as well to land on the Coaſt of 


it a — as in any other Part of the Alland. 
jips 1 hope no one can think ſo meanly of me, 
"ad, * I give this Advice, becauſe I may have 

: H ſome 
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ſome ſmall Intereſt in that County. I give 
the Advice, becauſe I think I ſhould adviſe 
it if I were an Officer in the Enemy's Ser- 
vice; and I have always thought that was the 


beſt Rule to judge what an Enemy would 


do, by putting one's ſelf in the Enemy's 
Caſe, and forming a Judgment what one 
would do in ſuch Cale, 


22d Nov. 
Can't think it will be long before the 
1 f will fix a proper Squadron in 
the fine Harbour of O-—-4, much pro- 
perer for it than Dunkirk ; and in fuch 
Caſe, I imagine it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to fix a Yard at Harwich, for the Sta- 


tion of a Squadron to watch their Motions. | | 


This wild Road, beſides the Danger 1 in ly- 


ing here, being uncertain for receiving ne- | 
ceſſary Supplies from hence; but there are | 


Docks, and a Yard for giving all neceſfary 
Repairs that may be wanting, and Aſſiſ- 


tance may be drawn on Emergencies from | 


the Ship-Yards and Merchants Stores at 
3 


23d Nov. 
\OR my own part J am inclined to 


imagine the may wait the Suc- 
ceſs of the Rebels ſeeming raſh Enterprize, 


before they determine on an Embarkation. 


I am haſtening my Scouts out to watch 
their Motions, and on the firſt Intelligence 
0 
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their certain Motions, I will take Care not 
toloſe a Moment's Time in purſuing them, 
and endeavour to diſcharge my Duty to our 


Royal Maſter, as becomes a faithful Sub- 
ect and Servant, 


As this ſeems a critical Time, I am on 


board to watch every Opportunity of moy- 


ing upon any certain Intelligence, where I 
can do it effectually; for it might have 
very fatal Conſequences, to be carried to 
the Northward by uncertain Information, 


and leave the Enemy behind us with a 
ſoutherly Wind; we could not return to 
guard theſe neighbouring Part. I am, Sc. 


. 24th Nou. 
| Think the encloſed Letter ſhews the ge- 


nuine Sentiments of a Privateer, and 


that the profligate Spirit that is nurſed up 


in them, is what all prudent Governments 
ſhould maturely weigh the Conſequences of; 
as their Views are certainly only to ſerve 


themſelves and not the Publick, and that 


the ſame Body of Men under good Diſci- 
pline and Government, would be capa- 
ble of doing much more effectual Ser- 


vice to the Publick. 


And of all the Privateers in the World, 
the Engliſh is the Nation that has the leaſt 
Diſcipline and Subordination amongſt 
them. The Anſwer of ſome may be, Have 


| 5 not the Privateers brought great Wealth 
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into the Country ? True, but would not 
Ships of War, allowed a Latitude to cruize 
in proper Stations, have done the ſame? 


And look back to the latter End of the 


Reign of Queen Ann, when we had well- 
conducted Weſtern Squadrons, under the 
Direction of experienced Admirals, with a 

roper Latitude in their Orders, and it will 
be found the Trade was well protected by 
them, the Enemy's Privateers ſuppreſſed, 
and ſome detached to proper Stations that 
diſtreſſed the Enemy's Trade at the ſame 
Time; and were in the beſt Stations with 


the Main Body, for protecting all theſe 


Kingdoms from Invaſions. 

And their L s well know, tho'I have 
many Services enjoyned me, I have very few 
Ships to execute them withal, and many of 
my Ships in no good Condition; but I will 
not fail of making the beſt Uſe in my Power 
of ſuch Means as are aſſigned me for it. 


25th Nov. 
HES E Northerly Winds making too 
great a Breach for landing the Priſo- 
ners here, I have ordered Captain Craven in 
the Yeazle to go with his Prize into Dover 
Road to land the Priſoners there, and get 
his Prize into the Pier, which, having cut 


her from her Anchors, we were obliged 


to furniſh with an Anchor for riding 
Here laſt Night ; and they are ſailed out of 
the 
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the Downs accordingly; and having di- 
ſpatched that, he his to continue cruizing in 

the Execution of his former Orders to the 
' firſt of December; and I ſend you encloſed 
from his Journal the Account of his cut- 
ting his Prize out of the Flemi/b Road, which 
| was prettily executed, there being a Priva- 
| teer of much greater Force riding but little 
more than a Mile from her, but he had 
the Night and the Wind off Shore to fa- 
vour him in it, and the other was riding 
Yards and Topmaſts down, 


— 26th Nov. 
| HE Sheerneſs coming to an Anchor 
but juſt as I was diſpatching my 
Letters away for the Poſt, I had by that Oc- 
caſion only the Pleaſure to acquaint you, that 
I hoped the Privateer Prize he was bringing 
in, might prove one of the three J had In- 
telligence had ſailed from D- k with a 
Regiment on Board, and the Captain going 
* firſt on Shore for waiting on me there, 
2 occaſioned his not coming off to me till it 
Was near the cloſe of the Evening. But as ſoon 
as I knew ſhe was one of thoſe three, being 
the Privateer called the Soleil, and is now 
new named L' Eſperance, I immediately 
made a Signal for Lieutenants for draughting 
out of her all that were not the Subjects of 
France, but were going to join the Rebels 
in Scotland; and as the Captain told me 
4 1 e 


( WSJ : 
there was one there they called my Lord 
Derwentwater and his Son, I ordered the 
Lieutenant of this Ship to bring thoſe two 
Perſons as part of thoſe to be brought 
on Board this Ship, and he accordingly 
brought here the forfeiting Lord Derwent- 
water's Younger Brother and his Son, who 
has a Commiſſion of Captain in my Lord 
Dillon's Regiment in the Service of the 
French King: His Father is in Regimental's, 
and claims to be an Officer in his Service 
likewiſe; but has not yet produced any 
ſuch Commiſſion to me, and fears through 
Careleſſneſs it may have been miſlaid. 

The Account I have from them for the 
preſent is, that there were five Companies, 
of my Lord Drummond's Regiment to be- 

embarked in thoſe three Ships, beſides re- 
formed Officers of other of the Jriſb Re- 
giments in the French King's Service; that 
the Time of their embarking at DB 
was Saturday the 26th October, and that 
it was above a Fortnight after their embark- 
ing at D before they failed out, and | 
_ proceeded no further in their Way, thanwhere | 
they were firſt met with by the Sheerneſs, | 
and was, I thank God, happily brought in | 
here; and that the other two Ships were the 
La Fin of 26 Guns, and the ſmall Ship of 
100 Tons I mentioned to you in my for- 
mer; and I hope in God we have a fair 
Chance for the Mary Galley, or Sguirrel 
| 141 
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falling in with the others, as wemay likewiſe 


hope from the Pearl and the Vulture, if 
they were further advanced in their Way 


than this Snow towards Scotland. 


I have ordered likewiſe this Morning all 


the Publick Papers and Letters belonging 
to theſe Officers, to be collected together 
and tranſmitted to me; and believe it may 
be prudenteſt for me, when they are 
brought to me to have them ſealed up and 
forwarded to their L s by the Clerk 
of the Cheque here. As ſoon as I have been 
certified that J have on Board my Ships here 


all that were deſigned to have been diſem- 


bagked i in Scotland, for joining his Majeſty's 
reb&ſtious Subjects in Scotland, i will order 


N Bullay to proceed to Dover Road 


with his Prize for delivering upall the French 


Priſoners into ſafe Cuſtody to the Agent for 


Priſoners at Dover Caſtle, and to fee his 
Prize ſafe into Dover Pier, and then to re- 
turn here for receiving my further Orders. 


I am glad you have writ to the Secreta- 


ry at War, to give Orders to the Troops 


quartered in the Road to take up our De- 


ſerters, or ſtraggling Seamen; and tho' this 


be an Ifland and a Maritime Nation, I be- 
lieve this is the only Nation in the World 


where it is thought a Diſgrace to the loweſt 


Officer in the Land Service to receive Or- 


ders from Officers of a higher Rank in the 


Sea Service, and believe no Nation has ever 


1 ſuffered 
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[ 120 |] 
ſuffered more from not eſtabliſhing a Rank 
of Command amongit Officers of both 
Services than this Nation. 


| 27th Nov. 
Send you encloſed a more perfect Liſt 
of the Officers and Men of the Scorch 
and 1r:/þ Regiments in the French Service 
that were taken in the Soleil Privateer 
Snow going to Scotland, to aſſiſt his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects in Rebellion there; with 
ſuch Informations as our Officers procured 
from them; and I hope their Is may 
have diſcovered more material Informations 
for his Majeſty's Service, from the Papers 
and Letters I had directed to be collected 
together, put under Seal, and diſpatched up 

by Expreſs to their "RG 

Their L s will ſee, by what ſome of 
the Priſoners relate, that, if the whole Iriſh 
Brigade was to be ſent on a Deſcent, 
it was ſaid, that was intended on England, 
and therefore that my Conjecture, that, if 
they attempted a large one and in ſmall 
Veſſels, they would not think of going 
far with them, was a reaſonable Conjecture; 
and I continue the more confirmed in that 
Sentiment, as I do in the Opinion it wouid 
be right to form a Squadron of proper Ships 
and ſmall Veſſels in Oazely Bay, and to 
eſtabliſh a Yard at Harw:ich, where ſuch 
a Squadron could reſort, both for being re- 
fitted 
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fitted ſpeedily, and ſecurely receiving on 
board all manner of Supplies they ſhould 
ſtand in Need of; in that ſafe and fine 
Harbour they are ſecure of doing it; 
whereas in this wild Road, when they may 


moſt need it, they can neither receive Sup- 


plies of Stores of Proviſions: And ] fend you 


incloſed a Letter from the Maſters of the 
Proviſion-Hoys as a Specimen of it. 


As I hope no one has a ſincerer Inclina- 
tion than myſelf for ſerving our Royal Ma- 
ſter diligently and effectually 1 in this critical 
Conjuncture, I think it my Duty to ſuggeſt 


what in my Opinion, appears molt for his 
Majeſty's Service, And I can't ſay but it 
is my Opinion in regard to the Line of 
Battle I have ſeen of the three Deck Ships 


at Spithead, that, if the Enemy thould form 


a Deſcent to be made on Jre/and, or the 


Weſtern Parts of this Iſland with a Weſter- 
ly Wind, at this Time of the Year, the 
Enemy could not wiſh for our Seamen 


being more out of their Way than on board 
the three Deck Ships at Sp77head, And I 


have the ſame Opinion of thinking them 


equally ſecure out the Way of being any 


Impediment to their undertaking a Deſcent 


upon the Eaſtern Part of this Iſland, from 
the Ports of O 


4 and D— 


þ with 
an Eaſterly Wind. 

As I know After- thought to be of no 
Uſe, I thought it my Duty to ſuggeſt this 
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as my Opinion, and what I conceive for 
his Majeſty's Service to be maturely conſi- 
dered by thoſe who have maritime Expe- 
rience for giving an Opinion, how and 
where thoſe three Deck Ships can act, for 
preventing a Winter Invaſion, 


And as there are now three Companies 


in Deal, if a general Officer of the firſt 
Rank in the Sea Service is not to have the 
giving neceſſary Orders to the Companies 
poſted at Deal, for preventing Deſertions, 
nor the ſecuring his Majeſty's Forts in this 
Neighbourhood, I hope at leaſt ſpeedy 
Orders may be given to them by ſome one, 
to take Care of thoſe Service, that I may 
draw off the Marines here to compleat the 
Ships to Effectives for Service. 

I took an Opportunity to make the 
Dutch Admiral a Viſit Yeſterday Evening, 
and J find he has not yet received any other 
Orders than what he had formerly from their 
High and Mightineſs's, that the Term they 
are victualled to expires the laſt of December 
their Style, which is the 2oth December 
our Style, a Term now very near expir- 
ing, being little more than three Weeks; 
from which I conceive ſhould I even now 
propoſe to him going for Scotland, in Pur- 
ſuit of an Enemy, the natural Anſwer muſt 
be, I am not victualed for daring to proceed 
ſo far; and he thinks by his Orders he 
ean't make any Demands for further — 
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plies of Proviſions, till he receives freſh 
Orders, which he ſaid he daily expected. 
So at preſent their L 8 will lee, I 
can't depend on their Aſſiſtance but in this 


Neighbourhood ; and now the two Forty- 


Gun Ships are failed, there remains no 


more of his Majeſty” s Ships or Veſlels 
with me, but two fifty Gun Ships, and two 


twenty Gun Ships, one of which muſt be 
detached for the Convoy to Porf?/mouth, 


and muſt be docked and refitted, and the 


other, tho new, much complaining. I am, 


Ge. 


28th Nov. 
Think myſelf extremely happy in its 


having pleaſed God to give Succeſs to 


my Endeavours for my Royal Maſter's Ser- 
vice, in having put into your Grace's Hands 
ſo good Intelligence from the Port of 
D k, in the Perſons of ſuch as are ca- 


pable of giving your Grace full Informa- 
tion on your being able to prevail with them 


to do it ; and my Officers have all had my 
Orders to procure what they could, which 
has been tranſmitted to the Admiralty, as 


all the Letters and Papers \ were by Expreſs 


unopen'd by me. 

In the means of ſerving his Majeſty ef- 
fectually I ſhall be proud to be dictated 
to; and where I am not, I am not fearful 
of being tound defective in either a ſpecu- 

lative 
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L 124 ] 
lative or active Zeal to ſerve our Roya! 
Maſter faithfully and diligently, 

I ſhall always with Pleaſure take Care 
to execute your Grace's Commands for his 
Majeſty's Service; my greateſt Ambition 
being to approve myſelf a faithful and di- 


ligent Subject and Servant to our Royal 
Maſter, . 


29th Nov. 

| Meſſage I received from my Col- 
league the Dutch Admiral Yeſter- 
day, ſome few Hours after I had ſent him 
his foreign Letters, defiring I would fend a 
Veſſel to fetch away his empty Caſks; andon 4 
my asking his Officer, if I ſhould order him 
full ones in the room of it, he ſaid no, for 
the Admiral expected his Orders for going 
to Holland in a Week, and deſigned ſoon 
to come and make me a Vilit to take his 
Leave of me. 

Their L——s know very well, that 
I have long ago "intimated to them, that 
this was what I expected; ſo that it is no 
Surprize to me; and I am perſuaded their 
Iss will think that it is a very for- 
cible Argument for his Majeſty's Service, 
that his Majeſty's Flag flying here at Main- 
topmaſt Head ſhould be ſpeedily and pow- 
ertully reinforced. 


zoth | 


„ nr BY B 
ä ; 
252 


83 3 
S N RR A 


8 - OTE EN AY” > Dr ICT IRC FAR r 
S oo WA ERS ED net AE REIT EDT . : 


* 


4 
1 
1 
* 
5 
52 
« 
3 
ay 
"1 
» 5 
bn 
WA 
N 
us 
> 
if 
4 
4 
5 
* 
* 
* 
„ 
Z 
3H 
*, 
* 
* 
2 


11251 


SZoth Nov. 
ND if theſe Officers Informations 


to him are true, in regard to their 


Views for a Deſcent in Suffolk, their Ls 


will think the Advice I gave in Septem- 
ber laſt for the three great Ships then in 
the Downs being ordered for Blackftakes, 
for forming a Squadron from thoſe Men 
in hired Ships, to rendezvous in Heſely Bay, 
was not a very ill founded Judgment. 


December the iſt. 
Have read with great Surprize the long 


Paragraph in your Letter, informing 


me, their I= s don't approve of my 


having appointed a Gunner to the Pool, 
when the Neceſſity of the Service required 


it, and his Majeſty's Service muſt have ſuf- 


fered for the want of i it; and acquainting 
me, it is their LI Dire&ions I ſhould 


withdraw the Warrants that I gave to them 


tor his Majeſty's Service. 
I muſt fay, with Concern, in : Anſwer to 


it, that I did not expect to have been treat- 


ed in ſuch a contemptuous Manner, and 
that I can hardly conceive it to be their 
Directions till I fee it under their Hands, 
in an Order for me to do it; and ſhall now 
intreat the favour of their L 8, that, 
if they think it deſerves an Order, they 
ll be pleaſed to direct it to my Succeſſor 

to 
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to put in Execution; as I muſt, in 1 ſuch Cafe, | 
intreat the Favour of their L— to pro- 

cure me his Majeſty's Leave to quit a Com- 
mand, I have long thought too contemptibly 
treated, in regard to the Rank I hold, for 


his Majeſty's Honour and Service; and ] 


ſhould rather chuſe to ſerve his Majeſty in 
the Capacity of a private Man in the Mili- 


tia, than to permit the Rank I hold in his 


Majeſty's Service to be treated with Con- 


tempt; which I conceive to be neither for 


our Royal Maſter's Honour or Service. A 
private Captain over two Ships, on any fo- 
reign Service, exerciſes the Power of Alling 


up all Vacancies under him, and it is for 
his Majeſty's Service he ſhould be empow- 
er'd to do ſo, When 1 attended the 


I was ſpoke to as a Perſon of Confidence, 


that was to have had the chief Command 
at Home; their Is Orders of the 7th 


of Auguſt ſeemed to deſign me for ſuch, 
though ſpeedily altered by thoſe of the 14th, 
and I always ſuſpected there was ſomething 
lurking under the avoiding to call me Com- 


mander in Chief any where, but only Ad- 
miral of the White, tho' at the ſame Time 
Letters had paſſed through my Hands, di- 


rected to V— A 


M——, (whom by | 


my firſt Orders I was to take under my 
Command) ſtyling him Commander in 


Chief of his Majeſty's 8 in the Sound- 
But 


ings. 
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But your Letter, Sir, has now explained 
the whole to me. I ſhall only add, this 


Power I have known to be practiſed by Ad- 


mirals in the Channel; that, I think it 
for his Majeſty's Service it ought to be in 
Exerciſe by them. The Power of Rewards 
as well as Puniſhments I look upon to be 
eſſentially neceſſary to a Commander in 
Chief, for ſerving his Majeſty effectually; 
and without it, his Majeſty's Service will 
ſuffer in this particular ; thoſe that are ex- 
pecting Preferments in the Navy being 
ſeeking it by cringing aſhore, inſtead of 


_ endeavouring to merit it by their Services 


to his Majeſty on board his Ships of War, 
under the Eye of thoſe intruſted with the 
Command of them, I hope their s 
will not think it too great a Favour for me 
to be diſpenſed with the executing a Direc- 
tion I look upon to be prejudicial to his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, and a Treatment of me, 
that I could not conceive I could have been 


thought to have merited from their L——s, 
but their relieving me from it, by a Suc- 


ceſſor, will be the only Favour I ſhall think 


of troubling their . with. 


34 December. | 

Send you incloſed a Piece of Intelligence 
I received yeſterday after the Poſt Let- 
ters were diſpatched, of the Enemy hav- 
ing ordered all their Fiſhing Boats to aſ- 
ſemble 
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ſemble at D“, and if that be with an 
Intent of an Embarkation i in this Winter- 
Seaſon, I think we may aſſure ourſelves, it 
mult be in View of a Deſcent that can be 
made in twenty-four, Hours, and ſhould 
be glad therefore to be ſpeedily ſupplied 
with ſome Veſſels of a leſs Draught of Wa- 
ter for that Service that are mounted with 
Cannon; for moſt of theſe large ſhallop 
Fiſhing Boats are furniſhed with Pattere- 
roes, and are much larger than our Cut- 
ters, as I have mentioned to their Ls 
in my Letters. 

I can't with Prudence, in my own 
Judgment, move from hence till I ſee or 
hear of them at Sea, and know they are to 
the northward of me with a ſoutherly Wind, 
which is what I conjecture they will wait 
for to come out with, whenever they do; 
for if I put to Sea, and am driven to the 
northward, I leave all Kent open and ex- 
poſed to them. Their L-—s know my 
my Plan already, and I continue to think 
it a prudent one; and if this Intelligence 
be true, I can conceive no prudenter one 


than that, and ſhall govern myſelf by it 


without expreſs Orders from their L—s 


to the contrary. 

J long fince mentioned this to their 

s, defiring they would at leaſt pro- 

cure Orders, that the Soldiers ſent here, 

who have little elſe to do, might have Or- 
ders 


129 
ders to ſupply the Guards to prevent De- 


ſertions, 


6th December. 

8 Tomſon's Intelligence I find 
agrees with what we have received 
already, that the French are aſſembling 
their great Fiſhing Boats at D 2, in 
order to make a Deſcent on the Neigh- 


bouring Parts of England; and they carry 


their intended Declarations of doing it, 
with fifteen Thouſand Men, and that the 
Governor of O d was to command. 


5th December. 


1 Have to acknowledge your's of the zd, 


with the two Papers of Intelligence in- 
cloſed, of this preſent intended Invaſion, 


which Jam inclined to think is in their In- 
tentions: But imagine they may wait firft 


for ſome Intelligence from their Friends and 
Spies the Smugglers, of ſome Succeſs to the 
Rebels for encouraging them in it; for I am 
ſure our late Weather will not be eſteemed 


any great Encouragement to them in it, 


for fear they ſhould meet Pharaoh's Fate. 
I have juſt now received your's of the 
4th, informing me of your having commu- 


nicated to their I. s mine of the 3d 


with the incloſed Orders and Papers; and 
I am pleaſed to find the Orders I have 
given to Captain Craven in the Weazle 

1 and 


E 0. 
and the two Privateers have met their 
I Approbation. 

I have in mine of yeſterday expreſſed my 
Satisfaction in the Orders given by their 
L s for ſo active an Officer as Com- 
modore Smith is reputed to be, being ap- 
pointed to command a Squadron on the 
Coaſt of Sf, which I took the Liberty, 
ſo long fince as laſt September, to ſuggeſt 
to their L. s I apprehended to be 
much for his Majeſty's Service, and it gives 
me a Pleaſure to find their L- s in 
the ſame Sentiments now, As to the hir- 
ing of Cutters I have given my Opinion of 
their Inſignificancy as to Offence or De- 
fence, in the former Part of this Letter; 
and that I look upon all that Expence | 

further than keeping them employed as 
Spy Boats to be perfectly Money thrown 
away, and therefore have never coveted 
more than four here, which I think fully 
ſuthcient for that Purpoſe. As their L—s 
refer it to me to procure proper Veſſels for 
purſuing an Enemy over the Bars into 
our Bar-harbours, or any where elſe into 
ſhoal Water, I cannot think of any pro- 
perer or ſpeedier Aſſiſtance to be procured 
for his Majeſty's Service at this critical 
Conjuncture, than by hiring the three Do- 
ver Privateers for that Purpoſe, which are 
all ſaid to be well commanded, well mann'd, 
and in Readineſs for the Service, and of a 


Proper 
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proper Draught of Water for it, two of 
them drawing but g Feet, and the other but 
8, ſo that I cannot think of any thing in 
this Neighbourhood ſo proper; but in the 
River of Thames, you may meet proper 
ſmall Craft enough of all Draughts of 
Water fit for the Purpoſe, and there I ap- 
prehend is the propereſt Place for meeting 
with them; for they muit be Veſſels car- 
rying Cannon, and the heavier they have 
Decks to bear, the better; but to be ſure 
nothing can be thought on more proper, 
than theſe three Dover Privateers; all 
completely mann'd and arm'd and well 
officer'd; ſo, pray, let me have your ſpeedy 
Anſwer whether you approve of my hir- 
ing them into the Service by Monthly Pay, 
if I can, 
I was glad to hear the Secretary of W— 
is wrote to for ſending Orders to the Troops 
quartered at Dea! to have regard to prevent 


Deſertions from our Hoſpital and Sick 


Uarters. 
I am now come to the laſt Part of your 


Letter in Anſwer to mine of the firſt, and 
was pleaſed to find you had quoted the 
| Precedent of Sir fohn N 
the Year 1740. 

Sir Jh N. 


's Caſe in 


s thought it right to 
; appoint two Officers on a Vacancy that 
happen d under his Command, and ] dare 
anſwer for him would not have thought 


©: 1 - i it 


[ 232 ] 
It right, but as he judged it for his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, and that his Predeceſſors 
had done it before him; and I don't think 
any one will ſay, that Lord Orford, Sir 
George Rooke, Sir Cloudeſiy Shovel, Lord 
 Aylmer, Lord Berkeley, Lord Torrington, 
and Sir Charles Wager have not done the 
ſame. Sir John N——s thought it ſo 
much a Right in him, that when a Per- 
ſon was ſent down by the Board to ſuper- 
ſede a Warrant granted by him, he ſent the 
Perſon back with his Warrant, and he was 
not received while he commanded. But 
when the Service was over, and he returned 
to Town, their II — s ſuperſeded him; 
ſo that his Acquieſcence was Neceſſity, not 
Approbation. 

I dare ſay Marſhal /—— has a Power 
to fill up all Vacancies of inferior Officers 
under his Command, now he 1s in the Field, 
at leaſt under the Degree of a Field Of- 
ficer, and as I think it for his Majeſty's 
Service it ſhould be ſo, and that it can't 
be hoped for to be carried on ſucceſsfully 
without it, as I look upon his Majeſty's 
Service to be the Sacrifice, in rendring the 
Power and Authority of his Majeſty's Ge- 
neral Officers contemptible. In France 
they are diſtinguiſhed by the ſame general 
Name, and I have thought proper to make 
uſe of it here. And as I think it would be 
for his Majeſty's Service to have this n 

Affalr 
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Affair laid before his Majeſty for his Royal 
Pleaſure being known in what moſt eſſen- 
tially concerns him, I hope their L——s 
will lay the whole Proceeding before his 
Majeſty, and am very deſirous that the 
Sentiments I have entertained of what 1s 
molt for his Majeſty's Honour and Service 
may ſtand the Teſt of his Royal Approba- 
tion or Diſproval. 

The weekly Accounts returned regularly 
every Week are an Information to their 
s Secretary of what Vacancies have 
happened, and they not being ſupplied, 
and the Neceſſity of the Service requiring 
a Ship to be ſent to Sea for his Majeſty's 
Service, an Admiral bearing the White 
Flag at Maintopmaſt-Head has warranted 
a Gunner for the Pool, by removing a 
Gunner of a Sixth Rate into her, and ap- 
pointed a Gunner to the Sixth Rate, who 
is a very good Man, extremely well quali- 
fied for it, which has often been known 
not to be the Caſe of ſome ſent down from 
the A- — where Corporation Intereſt 

may ſometimes have had more Influence 
than the Merit of publick Service; though 
the latter is moſt undoubtedly for the Hon- 

our and Intereſt of the Crown; but the fill- 

ing up the Vacancy of a Gunner is judged 
of ſo much Importance to the Fees of a2 
S—— of the A that it is thought 
requiſite to be writing Letters as long as 
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a Bill in Chancery upon it, which I think 
to be treating me in a contemptuous Man- 
ner I in no ſort. delerve. 

If it be thought proper to lay the whole 
before his Majeſty, I think it could not be 
done at a more proper Seaſon for his Ma- 
jeſty's Information, than when there is liv- 
ing an Admiral of ſo long and faithful 
Services, as the Right Honourable Sir 
John NM, who is now in London. 


8th December. 
Am glad to hear ſo active a Officer as 
L Captain Bo/cawen is appointed to ſuc- 
ceed Commodore Sith in the Command 
at the Nore; and conclude the Royal So- 
vereign is ordered to have her lower Tier 
on Board, as that muſt be her principal 
Defence and Annoyance to an Enemy, as 
ſhe lies within the Sands where ſhe can 
make Uſe of them. | 8 
I have their L- s Orders of the 5th, 
and when any Cuſtom-Houſe Veſſels arrive 
here to put themſelves under my Command, 
J ſhall immediately employ them to keep 
a watchful Eye on the Enemy's Motions 
that I may have the earlieſt Advice for the 
attending on them wherever they go; 
which if they come with thoſe large Fith- 
ing Shallops can't be deligned for any other 
Parts, than the Counties of K—— or 


I am 
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I am glad to be able to acquaint their 
L s that J hear the Dover Privateers 
are willing to enter into the Service of the 
Crown upon Monthly Pay, and I hope the 
Letters I expect to receive this Morning 
will bring me a proper Authority for ſpee- 
dily engaging their immediate Service, 
| Tho' we are ſo ſhort of Seamen, I can 
aſſure their L——s that it has not been 
for Want of putting in Execution their 
L— s Orders about impretting. But 
when we have ſent our Men away in Ex- 
change, the long Reſtraint they have been 
under makes molt of them very backward in 
returning, and ſome to deſert intirely, for 
of twenty one ſent up from this Ship not 
above three are yet returned; and one fa- 
tal Conſequence of the Continuance of the 
Cuſtom of Impreſſing, (a Hardſhip upon 
our Seamen practiſed I fear in no other 
Nation in the Manner we do) has driven 
our Merchants to man their Ships home- 
ward bound, often with the greater Part 
of them foreign Seamen, by which even the 
Preſs is diſappointed; and the Impreſſing 
in General from confining great Numbers 
of them together for a long time, and from 
depriving others from neceſſary Refreſh- 
ments on Shore to preſerve the Health of 
human Bodies, deſtroys the Lives of Num- 
bers annually and occaſions a general Sick- 
neſs among all the Ships of the Fleet, this 

I 4 Ship 


their L- 
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Ship having above ſixty ſick on Shore, be- 
ſides thirty ſick on Board, fo that many of 


our Ships are moving Hoſpitals ; ; and Im- 
preſſing. and general Reſtraint is the Occa- 


ſion of it: For the Human Bodies can't 
ſupport ſuch long Confinement on Salt 
Water without being relieved by the Re- 
freſhments of the Shore, as even Medicine 
can't cure the radicated Scurvies contracted 
by it. And as I eſteem it to be highly 


for his Majeſty's Honour and Service, that, 


while a Parliament is fitting, ſome humane 
Method ſhould be eſtabliſhed for preſerv- 
ing the Lives of ſo valuable a Body of 
Men as our Seamen, and reconciling thee 
good Will to the publick Service; from 
which, in my Opinion, great Honour would 
reſult to the Crown, and great Proſperity 
and Security to the Kingdom, which is 


even now much endanger'd, from no ſuch 


humane Methods being ellabliſhed: And as 
this is the only proper Time a Remedy 


can be ſought for, and when the Want 
of it was never more conſpicuous, a ſin- 


cere Zeal for the Honour and Service of 


our Royal Maſter, and for the Security 
and Proſperity of his Kingdoms has prompt- 


ed me to ſuggeſt my Opinion in it to 
s for his Majeſty's Service, 


Tho' the Troops may not be at Leiſure 
either for mounting Guard at our Hoſpi- 
tals for preventing Deſertions, I hope they 


have 


EL 
have general Orders, wherever they are, to 


take up ftraggling Seaman and ſending 


them to the Sea Ports for his Majeſty's 
Service. 


gth Decem. 

1 Received Yeſterday in the Afternoon your 
Letter of the 7th that came to me by 
' Expreſs, and I will obſerve their L— 
| Directions to continue the Pool with = 
as long as I can do it with ſafety, in Re- 
gard to the little Force I have at preſent un- 
der my Command, for the diſappointing 
the threatned Views of our Enemies for in- 
vading us, which I imagine depends in 
ſome Meaſure on waiting tor Advices from 
| their daily Friends the Smugglers, of any 
| Succeſs attending the Rebels in their pre- 
ſent Enterprizes ; for if they meet a De- 
| feat, I think they will not venture at it, 
and 1 think in ſuch Cate, I ſhould almoſt 
| with they did, as I think then it could be 
attended by nothing but their certain 
Ruin. 

The Dube of Bedferd Private Ship of 
War 3 is failed in the Execution of her Or- 
ders Yeſterday in the Afternoon, and Cap- 
| tain Wimbleton has accompanied her in one 
of the Cutters; and as Captain Craven's 
Station is to the Eaſtward of me, between 
me and D——+#, my Scouts are pretty 

well poſted for bringing me early Informa- 


mation 


„„ 
tion of their Motions, and I ſhall not fail 
immediately to attend them, for uſing my 
utmoſt Endeavours to diſcharge my Duty 
as a faithful Subject and Servant of our Roy- 
al Maſter's for defeating their wicked In- 
tentions. 

And I have diſpatched away Captain 
Gregory to Dover the fame Evening for 
procuring the immediate Service of the 
Privateers at Dover, which will make 
both my beſt Scout Boats, the Captains of 
them being very good Pilots, as well as the 
propereſt Veſſels for purſuing their Shal- 
lops into our Bar Harbours; and I ſend 
you incloſed the Copy of the Orders he re- 
ceived from me to act under, and to leave 
Copies of them with both the Captains of 
| the Privateers, and one of the Owners al- 
ſo, that they may have no Pretence of Ig- 
norance to plead. 


10th Decem. 
BroTHER CATLOKS 

\ Aptain Gregory having reported to me 

the hearty honeſt Zeal you have ex- 
— for the Service of his Majeſty and 
Preſervation of your Country, from the 
threatned Attempts of the inveterate Ene- 
mies to our Laws, Religion, and Liberties, 
which, like honeſt true bearted Brother 
Sailors, you had roundly ſet about, mani- 
feſting by your Actions the Sincerity of your || 
Decla- 1 
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Declarations, as your own Judgment in- 
torms you of the preſent Neceſſity for it, 
and that we can't be too nimble for being 
before-hand with them as according to 
the old Proverb, Delay breeds Danger. 

I take the earlieſt Opportunity to ſend 
you by Captain Gregory my hearty Thanks 
for the honeſt and laudable Zeal you have 
expreſſed for the Service of his Majeſty and 
your Country, under my Orders. And I 
do aſſure you that I will take Care to do 
Juſtice to the Merit of every one's Services, 
and that no Endeavours of mine ſhall be 
wanting for procuring you a juft, equita- 
ble, and prompt Conſideration for the Me- 
| Tit of your willing Services, that you con- 
| fide in the Honour and Juſtice of the 
| Crown, for being your amply conlidered, 


for I am, 
Brother Officers, 


Both yours 
and all our honeſt Brother Sailors 
| Friend and Humble Servant, 
| Ty the Captains of the three IS 


Dover Privateers. 


. 10th Theron: - 
| J Send you incloſed likewiſe the Copy of 
4 Captain Gregory's Report of the happy 

Effects my Order he carried over produced 
| amongſt my honeſt Brother Sailors, who 
1 being picqued i in Honour for the Service of 
| their 
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their King and Country, determined to 
hurry here with all Expedition, to put 
| themſelves under my Command, and rely 
on the Honour of the Crown for being duly 
conſidered for it; and I ſent him over to 
thank them for their laudable Zeal, and to 
aſſure them that I will not fail to do Juſ- 
tice to the Merit of. their Services, and en- 
deavour to have them juſtly and liberally 
rewarded for it; and I fend you incloſed 
the Copy of my Letters to the Captains of 
the Dover Privateers. 

Captain Scott in the Badger is juſt re- 
turned from his Cruize off the Coaſt of 
Szfſex. On the 25th of laſt Month he was 
informed of a Cutter being going from 

Fairleigh to B——e that Night; but ſhe 


was gone over 3 he could get there. 


On the third of this Month he got Sight of 
the French Dogger Privateer, and chaced 
him, and neared him as the other was 

edging down to get to Leeward of him; 
and when he got within ſhot of him, he 
exchanged ſome Guns with him, but the 
other getting afore the Wind, and hoiſting 
his ſtudding Sails, as the Night was com- 
ing on, he ſoon loſt ſight of him: He has 
the Repute there of being a Confederate 
with the Smugglers, and a Convoy to them. 


I fend you incloſed Captain Scott's Day's 


Work, when he ſeized two of the Smugglers 
Boats, in which you have the Names of 


the 
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the two reputed notorious Smugglers they 
belong to, which are George Harriſon and 
Zevelidton Morphet ; and a Copy of the 
Collector of the Cuſtoms Certificate, that 
they are reputed as ſuch, and a little before 
that above two hundred Horſe had been 
upon the Shore to carry off Goods brought 
by another Cutter ; and by all Accounts 
they carry on as great an Intercourſe with 
the French now, as they did in Times of 
profound Peace with them, by which they 
are undoubtedly their Daily Spies, to in- 
form them of all our Proceedings. 


1 Ich Decem, 


1 8 glad I am able to acquaint their 


that there came into the Downs 
from Dover Pier, two of the Dover Pri- 
vateers, ſeeming completely mann'd, and 
an high Spirits, and they have ſufficiently 
maniteſted the Sincerity of their Zeal, by 
the Expedition they have given, in getting 
their Veſſels to Sea and here, in ſo ſhort 


a Time: Theſe two are the Eagle and 


York, whoſe Commanders, Captain Baze- 
ley and Gravener, are experienced Pilots, 
as well as approved eallant Commanders, 
and I am perſuaded will acquit themſelves 
with Judgment and Reſolution on all Ser- 
vices that ſhall be aſſigned them; and I 
have delivered them my Line of Battle, 
and Sailing and Fighting Inſtructions, and 


my 
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my general Order in Caſe of falling in 
with their ſmall Embarkations. 

I propoſe to keep now the Dover Pri- 
vateers watching their Motions a little 
cloſer, as they are of ſmall Draught of 
Water, and complete Pilots; ſo that J hope 
they will not be able to flip by me unob- 
ſerved, and as ſoon as J have Intelligence of 
the way they move, I ſhall not fail to 
follow them with all poſſible Expedition, 
with the little Force I have under my Com- 
mand, which has not been for want of my 
reminding their L s of it from time 
to time; but I will not fail to employ it to 
the beſt of my Judgment for our Royal 
Maſter's Service. 

I believe, if the Enemy allows time for 
it, 1 ſhall have another Dover Privateer 
here in a Day or two, and having had Mr. 
Fuller of Sandwich, and Mr. Oatley of 
Deal with me Yeſterday Evening, that 
have expreſſed the fame Zeal for the pub- 
lick Service on my Invitation to it, I ſhall 
have their Sandwich Privateer here too by 
the latter End of this Week or beginning 
of next: And I hope we ſhall do all that 
can be expected from ſo little a Flotilla, 
if they put it to the Tryal, as by their Pre- 
parations they feem to intend to do. 

The Maſter of the Cutter, Captain Mim- 
bleton, went in, who has uſed the Trade 
there theſe twelve Years, ſays he never law 

10 
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ſo large a Number of Ships there at one 
time before. 

Which engages me to haſten the two 
Dover Privateer Veſſels of War, now in 
the Crown's Service out to Sea, to ſupply 
what I expected from him, under the Or- 
ders I ſend you incloſed a Copy of, and as 
they have been joint Cruizers before, and are 
Town's Men and Friends, I have employed 

them in like manner, to avoid diſobliging ei- 
ther in fixing a Superiority in one; and I 
ſhall recommend to then aſſuring them 
{elves that the Enemy are not ſlipped by to 
the Weſtward, As I conclude the Triton 
and Sheerneſs with the Cuſtom-Houſe Do- 
ver Cutter now well ſtationed in their 
way for getting fight of them going to the 
Northward; and conclude that the Fol- 
lone is got off Helroet Sluys this Morning, 
ſo that he will be at Hed to come over 
with the Convoy, if they are ready for him, 
or for going in to wait for them, if they 
ſhould not be in Readineſs. 


12th Decem, 
Am glad I can begin my Letter with 
informing their L s, that through 
the warm and active Zeal of the other Do- 
ver Privateer, Captain Milliam Oven, his 
Officers, and Men, by working Night as 
well as Day, tney came and Joined me 
here very oon aſter 1 had cloſed my Let- 
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ters I forwarded to you by Expreſs yeſter- 
day, and after his dining with me I de- 


livered him my Line of Battle, Sailing and 
Fighting Inſtructions and general Orders 


for his Conduct on our falling in with the 
ſmall Embarkations of the Enemy. And 


as ſoon as the Ebb Tide made in the after- 


noon Captain Bazley and Gravener both 
put to Sea in the Execution of their Orders 


that I ſent you incloſed for their L——s 
Information, I choſe to delay giving Cap- 


rain Owen of the Carliſle private Sloop of 
War his Orders for proceeding to Sea, till 
I ſhould receive my Letters this Morning ; 
but they are ready wrote to be delivered 
him, and I fend you incloſed the Copy of 
them, and he will fail on the Execution 


of them on the Afternoons Ebb, as will 


Captain Wimbleton for bringing me the 


earlieſt Intelligence from thoſe gone to 
watch their Motions at D 


; and Cap- 
tain Gregory thall for bringing me the 
ſpeedieſt Advice from Captain Owens In- 
ſpection at O- 

Soon after my Letters being gone, I had 


a Meſſage from the Dutch Admiral by one 


of his Officers, that he ſhould take his Leave 


of me To- morrow and fail for Holland, 
and ſalute me at parting, but was laid up 
with the Gout that prevented his waiting 
upon me, to take his Leave perſonally. I 
told him in Anſwer, I was heartily con- 

cerned 
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cerned for his being laid up with the Gout, 


and that I would do myſelf the Pleaſure in 


the Evening to make him a Viſit, and wiſh 
him a good Voyage, fince I was deprived 
of having the Pleaſure of his Company any 


longer, which I took Care to do according- 


ly, I juſt mentioned to him, that I thought 
he was to have continued to the End of the 
Month, their Style; but he ſaid he was to be 


at Home before that Time; and mult be go- 


ing to have the Benefit of the Spring Tides 
for going over the Hinder. Iaſked him then 
if his Ships from Spizhead were to touch 
here, who are ſaid to be coming with a 
Convoy ; he-ſaid, he had ordered them 


firſt to give Convoy to the Ships bound 
here; but that he had ſent them Orders 


Yeſterday to come away without any Con- 
voy and proceed directly for Holland with- 
out touching here, which has a little the 


Air of a French Order. I only ſaid, in a ſmi- 
ling way, we expected the Enemy ſoon, and 
were determined to die with our Swords in 


our Hands, and not let the Enemy apply a 


Razor to our Throats; and that I hoped we 


ſhould defend ourſelves from them very 
well. I ſtaid to drink Coffee with him, 
and took my Leave with mutual Civilities, 
and he made his Signal for unmooring the 


firſt of the Night. 


Rm 13th 
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1 
Izth Dec. 
Have the Pleaſure to inform their L—s 
that the Eagle and York Frigates, 
brought in here laſt Night one of the Gal- 


liot Hoys they have taken, and ſent two 


more of 1 into Dover- Pier laſt Night, 
and brought me the Maſters of two of 
them this Morning on board, whom I have 
had under Examination, I find they ſailed 
from Havre de Grace of the 11th Inſtant; 


that their firſt Deſtination was for B-—e, 


which the Fog had carried them to the 


Eaſtward of, and put them in the Way of 


my Cruizers, who have taken them. 1 


looked over their Role d' Equipage firſt, 
at the Bottom of which was the Commiſ- 


ſary of the Claſs's Orders to them, to go to 
B e firſt, to take in what ſhould be 


deſtined for them, and then to proceed to 


D 2 and O. d; and I fend you in- 
cloled the Copy of the Commiſſaire de 
Claſs's Orders to them. 

And I reſesve the Maſters of the two 
French Galliot Hoys brought on board here, 


to ſend up with the Officers and Men Pri- 


ſoners with us, by the Rocheſter Cuſtom- 
Houſe Yatch, it the other Yatch does not 


come in Time to receive them, imagining 
s may be deſirous of EXAMINING | 


their L- 


them themſelves, 


The Dutch Admiral 8 his Englifh 4 


Jack this Morning at mk bs at halt 


Paſt 
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paſt Eight o Clock he hauled down his Eu- 
gliſb Jack, hoiſted his Dutch one, and made 
his Signal for weighing ; at Nine o' Clock 
he weighed, hauled down his Flag, and ſa- 
luted my Flag with fifteen Guns, kept it 
down while he was faluting, and then made 
Sail, and I returned his Salute with thir- 
teen Guns, and he is ſailed for Holland. 

And as to a further Explanation of Cap- 
tain Ower's Intelligence ſent you then like- 
wiſe, I hope he is now off O — d, acting 
under the Orders I ſent you incloſed a Co- 
py of Yeſterday for their L——s Infor- 
mation; and by what J ſend you there 
1s not the leaſt groundIthink for doubt, but 
what the Enemy are preparing for an In- 
vaſion; and as the Wind and Weather is 
now both favourable for them, I have made 
the Signal to unmoor with my Ships, that 1 
may be riding at ſingle Anchor while the 
Wind is favourable for them, to be ready 
to attend them with the little Force that has 
been thought proper to confide to my Com- 
mand, for preventing an Affair of ſuch 
1 Conſequence to the Honour of the Crown 
and Preſervation of his Majeſty's Domi- 
; nions, 
The Mary Vatch is not come into the 
+ Downs, but, on the Enemy's Appearance, I 
am determined to ſend away the Priſoners, 
in the Queen Caroline, Captain Beed, Cul- 
tom- Houſe Sloop of Rocheſter, that is not 
5 K 2 — 
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fit to carry to Sea with me; and to order 
her to proceed as high up the River with 
them as Greenwich Hoſpital, and wait their 
L—— further Orders there. 

I am extremely pleaſed their L 5 
have ſent the Part of my Letter relating to 
the Smugglers to his Grace the Duke of 
N. „as J hope their L s will 
Mr, S——'$s Opinion of them too, that 1 
ſent their Is up by Expreſs Yeſterday ; ; 
for whatever Calamities are like to befall 
us, I am perſuaded their Treachery has in 

a great Meaſure contributed to them : And 
this Morpher, I am glad to find, by the in- 
cloſed Account of himſelf, has been one of 
them, as his Cutter is one of thoſe that 
Captain Scott of the Badger brought in 
here, with his empty Tea Bags and Arms, 
though they had got aſhore, and landed 

their Cargoe, | 
As to what I am ſo politely acquainted 
of, that their L——s have appointed a 
Gunner to the Pool; after my having in- 
formed their L—5 I had warranted the 
Gunner of the Sheerneſs to that Ship; I 
muſt acquaint you in anſwer, it was what 
I little expected, and that I am determined 
to follow the Example of Sir Fobn N—;, 
and not permit that Indignity to be put 
on me, while I remain in command here, 


but when he arrives ſhall civilly ſend him 
back again. 


That 
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That Officer that don't picque himſelf 
on ſupporting his own Honour, and the 
Dignity of the Commiſſion he holds under 
his Majeſty, may not be the likelieſt to de- 
fend the Honour of his Prince, and the 
Security of his Country, againſt the Face 
of his Enemies; and I will therefore never 
take the fatal Step of abandoning my own 
Honour. I have long ſuſpected the Am- 


bition or Envy of ſome one to have been 


driving their Shafts at me ; I hope that is 
not a Reaſon the Dignity of the Flag I bear 
is fo ſlighty ſupported, I will do the beſt 
I can to ſerve his Majeſty diligently, faith- 
fully, and reſolutely, while I am continu- 
ed to command here; but as this Treat- 
ment 1s a very ordinary Return to it, I 
can't but ſay, I have reaſon to be ſick of 
a Command under ſuch Uſage. 


| 14th Dec. 
Private Colonel in the Army, who 
has no Command but his Regiment, 
ſhall be allowed to fill up moſt of the Va- 
cancies for Enſigns in his Regiment; and 
the poor flighted Admiral bearing his Ma- 
jeſty's Flag at Maintopmaſt Head, and in 
actual Command, ſhall be denied the Right 
of filling up even the low Vacancy of a 
Gunner. 
I hope their L———s will ſeriouſly re- 
fle& on this, and determine to do what ap- 
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pears to them on ſuch Reflection moſt for 
his Majeſty's Honour and Service, which 
in all Employments that have fallen to my 


Lot, I thank God I have ever made the 


ſteddy Rule of my Conduct, as I have al- 
ways thought it to be my Duty to do ſo; 
and I hope I ſhall ever ſteddily continue a 


faithful Servant to my Royal Maſter, in 


whatever ſhall be confided tomy Charge. 

Having caſt my Eye over again upon 
the Information ſent me incloſed Yeſter- 
day, as from Morphet the Smuggler, which 
in my own Eſtimation, in our preſent Si- 


tuation, I (hall always Jook upon as ſyno- 
nymous Terms with Morphet the Traitor, 


as he can only retail to us {ſuch Inſinuations 
as they deſire he ſnould report, and he, un- 


der a Guard, can know no other cone; 


whereas he is at full Liberty to make his 
Court to them by all Acts of Treachery 
that may render him agreeable to thoſe to 
whom he chuſes to confide his Life and 
Liberty. 


16 Dec. 


HEIR I. — 5, I find by yours, 


ſecm to be as greatly ſurprized at my 
Remonitrances, as I am at their Treatment 
of me, that has given me ſo juſt an Occa- 
fion for them, and which I think his Ma- 
jeſty's Honour and Service require J ſhould 
have been redreſicd 1 in, as I conceive it to 


be 
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be highly prejudicial to his Majeſty's Ho- 
nour and Service to have his principal Ge- 
neral Officers treated with Contempt, when 
they are at the Head of his Forces, and 
endeavouring to exert themſelves to the 
beſt of their Abilities for ſerving him faith- 
fully and reſolutely, in ſupporting the Ho- 
nour of the Crown, and the Defence of 
his Kingdoms. 

Ihe preſent Force now with me for 
that Purpoſe, are two fifty Gun Ships, two 
forty Gun Ships, and two Sloops, together 
with two twenty Gun Ships, at preſent 
ſtationed on the Back of the Sands, to 
watch their Motions from D—— & and 
O-, and early to adviſe me of it, one 
Sloop more between me and them, and 
the three Dover Frigates, by my Means fo 
early engaged into the Crown's Service; 
two of them to watch their Motions to the 
Weſtward of D, for preventing their 
flipping out to the Weſtward, and the 
third cloſe off O——4 to the Eaſtward of 
my Cruizers, which I will call a prudent 
and well-concerted Diſpoſition : And the 
Bedford private Ship of War 1s out under 
the ſame Orders; but I can't ſo well an- 
ſwer for the Regularity of his Execution 
of them. And this Force thus deſcribed, 
it ſeems my Offence 1s, I have called a 
Flotilla; and in regard to the Importance 
of what it is to prevent, a Deſcent on his 
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Majeſty's Dominions with Twelve Thou- 
Ka Ns J think it was right in me to 
call it a Fhiilla. 

Two Ships more indeed, beſides & thoſe 
detached from hence to join Rear A 


B—— have been cruizing on the Dogger 
Bank under my Orders, which are the 
Mary Galley, and Squirrel, the Term of 

whoſe Cruize expired the 1oth of this 


Month ; and as they have had nothing but 


Southerly Winds, they have been prevent- 
ed by them from their Return here, pur- 
ſuant to my Orders: But if they are en- 


dcavouring to execute them by plying up, 


to return here agrecably to my Orders, they 
can't be better in the Way of intercepting 


any of the Embarkations going for Scot- 


land. 

Wie are not particularly informed what 
are the Strength of the ſeveral Ships they 
have collected together for the preſent for 
this Embarkation: But I am fully perſuad- 
ed there are among them many more of 
their Privateers taxen up for the French 
King's Service in it, than I have of his 


Majeſty's Ships under my Command; and 
the La Fine and L*Emeraude, 1 am in- 
formed were French Ships of War. And 
all their L— s Advices, as well as mine, 


have agreed, that they have been told, and 
have been expecting, that a Squadron of 
French Men of War from B t, or the 

Woeſtern 


* 

Weſtern Ports, ſhould come to join them, 
and cover the ſaid ſuppoſed intended De- 
ſcent; and I have, purſuant to my Duty, 

and from the Reſult of my Experience, 
ſuggeſted to their L———s, that, with a 
Southerly Wind, it was very practicable 
for them to get by unobſerved by our Ships 
to the Weſtward; and if the others were 
ready to ſail with them, when they had 
flipped by, and they too ſtrong for me, 
they might execute their Deſcent before 
their L———s could have Time to apply 
a preventive Remedy againſt it, and they 
would have to truſt to going North about, 
to avoid any Force that might be collected 
together afterwards, And I will repeat it 

again, that I think the three Deck Ships 
aſſembled together at Portſmouth, a very 
improper Force to be hazarded in theſe 
Northern Seas, in this Winter Seaſon of 
the Year, and believe there is no Sea Offi- 

cer that is a Seaman, that thinks other- 
wiſe, and would ſay ſo if he was aſked : 

but my preſent Duty and honeſt Zeal for 
his Majeſty's Service, calls upon me to ſay 
ſo unaſked. 

And if their L —s think they have 

a properer Officer to ſerve his Majeſty in 

this Station, God forbid I ſhould be any 
D Obſtacle to their ſending him down to be 
employed here; on the contrary, I ſhall 
have a Pleaſure in reſigning a Command to 

him, 
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him their contemptuous Treatment of me 
can give me but little Satisfaction in. And 
tho', at this critical Conjuncture, I will de- 
cline nothing for his Majeſty's Service, 1 
will repeat it, that J ſhould ſerve his Ma- 


jeſty as a Private Man in the Militia, with 
more Pleaſure than I take in this Command, 
under the Treatment I have met with of 
late, ſince the two Noble L——s at the 
Head of the Board, through the Manife- 
ſation of their Zeal for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice for defeating the Progrets oi the pil- 
fering Rebels within the Kingdom, have 
been calied away from their Attendance at 
5 : 

The Enemy's daily Intelligence of our 
Progreſs, I have frequently repeated it to 
their L——--s, comes from our profligate, 
and, as I eſteem them, traiterous Smug- 
glers ; which I think it is high Time there 
ſhould be an effectual Stop put to, before 
theſe Vipers ſhall have carried on their fa- 
tal Intercourſe with his Majeſty's Enemies, 
to the enabling them to attack us where we 
may be weakeſt; and have aſſiſted them 
in the Execution of it, as the Intelligence I 
ſent their L———s points out they were 
retained for, 


th Der 
J Am very glad I am enabled to begin my 
Letter with informing you, that on the 


fr ſt 
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firſt of laſt Night, before the ſetting of the 
Watch, Captain Owen of the Carliſle, one 
of my new Cruizers, brought me in here 
two more of the French Tranſports de- 
ſign'd for the Invaſion, who came from 
Rouen and were bcund to Dunkirk, taken 
up for the Service by the French Commiſ- 


ſary at Rouen. I examined both the Ma- 


ſters of them, one being an Engliſb built 
Veſſel, a Brigantine, and the other a French 
Galliot Hoy; but they are all in one Story, 


that the Commiſſary hurried them to Sea 
for the King's Service, and that they were 


obliged to go accordingly; and own that 
they had heard ſome ſay, it was to ſerve 
the Cauſe of the Pretender. So that as to 
an intended Invaſion, no one can make a 
Doubt of it ; but it may yet be very doubt- 
ful whether they may not alter their Minds, 
from the Diſappointment of not meeting 
the Rebels in the South, and knowing they 
are pretty cloſely watched for the preſent ; 
and as to their Intelligence, no one in theſe 


Parts makes the leaſt Doubt of it, but they 


have daily Information from their Spies 
and our treacherous Subjects, the profligate 
Smugglers, of our Situation and daily O0. 
currences. 

Pleaſed with the Zeal and active Dili- 
gence of my new Cruizers, and for encou- 
raging them in it at this critical Conjun- 
cture, I have directed the Captains of all 


three 
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three of them, the Eagle, York, and Car- 
liſle, to aſſure their Private Men that what- 
ever ſhould accrue to me for my Share, as 
their Commanding Officer, I would give 
amongſt them, to encourage the willing 
Zeal they had manifeſted for the Service 
of his Majeſty and their Country at this 
critical Conjuncture. | 

I have the additional Pleaſure, by Captain 
Wimbleton being come into the Downs this 
Morning in his Cutter from a freſh Inſpec- 
tion at D——4, together with the Eagle 
and York, to ſend you the Advice of their 
Situation at D Yeſterday, and what 
they had feen at C likewiſe; and I 
read Captain Wimbleton's Report to the 
Captains Bazley and Gravener, and they 
both agreed in that Report, and that an 


_ Engliſh Man of War of forty Guns, a 


Bomb-Ketch and Cutter had paſſed by 
them, and the Lieutenant of the Ketch was 
on board the York, and told them the forty 
Gun Ship was Commodore Smith being 


then without the Sands off D——4; and 
I have recommended it to the Captains of 


the Eagle and York, to return with all con- 
venient Speed to the Execution of their for- 
mer Orders; and I ſhall detach out Cap- 
tain Wimbleton after him To-morrow, to 


bring me the Intelligence they may have 


procured, as Captain Gregory is gone again 
this Morning to accompany Captain Owen 
= 


17 


in the Carliſle; fo J continue to think 


them well watched, and believe I ſhall have 


timely Intelligence if they move, and be 
ready to move after them if they do, no- 


thing doubting but they will be found to 


have with them many Privateers and Ships 
capable of Defence, notwithſtanding the 
lighting manner theſe Preparations were 
ſpoke of in your Letter of Yeſterday. What 
I have to anſwer for, is doing the moſt I can 
with ſuch a Force as has been confided to 
me; and in that, I thank God, I do not 


want a hearty Good-will for doing our 


Royal Maſter the beſt Service in my Power, 
without Regard to the Treatment I have 
had ſuch juſt Cauſe given me to complain 
of, which ſhall never ſlacken my Zeal for 


his Majeſty's Service, and the Proſperity ot 


my Country, 


18th Decem. 
Eſterday in the Afternoon I had a 


Collier Mayor of Haſtiungs, in Favour of 
one ſaid to be the Bearer, whoſe Name 


was George Harriſon ; and as I knew that 


| was the Name of the Maſter of one of 
the Smuggling Cutters, that the Baager 
had brought in here from that Neighbour- 
hood, I enquired for the Bearer, and faid 
I PN give no Anſwer to it till I ſaw him, 
which brought him off in the Evening. 


On 


Letter brought me off from Mr. 
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On my Diſcourſing with him 1 inquired 
of him, if he had not quite forgot the Ha- 
bit of ſpeakins Truth, which on proceeding 
farther with him, I found he had pretty 
much, and practiced that of equivocating 
in its Room; but he came ſo far as to own 
he knew one Morphert very well, that he 
was at Boulogne with him a Fortnight ſince, 
that they were carried before the Ne 
Commiſſary by a File of Muſketeers, and 
an Interpreter with them; that the Com: 
miffary aſked them very particularly rela- 
ting to what News was in England, but 
he would not remember he knew of any 
Anſwer he made him, but that he knew 
of none. But as he remembred he was at 
Boulogne within a Fornight I have ſet Cap- 
tain Smith and others upon taking an Exa- 
mination from him what Ships and Veſſels 
he will allow were then at Boulogne, and 
whether he ſaw any Troops there or faw 
any Preparations, or heard any News of 
an intended Embarkation, and to have 
him aſked to ſign it; and as they get it 
from him, I ſhall tranſmit a Copy of it in- 
cloſed for their Is. His Friend the 
Mayor allows he has been a Smuggler, but 
| fays he promiſes never to be fo any more, 
and that he is a very good Sailor, and a 
good Pilot for the Neighbouring Part of 
the Channel, and particularly acquainted 
with the Prench Coaſt, and imagines, if he 
Was 
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was to be employed in his Boat, he might be 
of Service; and as he is allowed to be agood 
Sailor, I have taken Care to ſecure his 
Service to the Crown, and ſhall endeavour 
at trying if he can expiate his paſt Guilt 
of betraying his Country, by labouring to 
be ſerviceable to it; and ſhould he prove 
hardened in his Iniquity, believe their 
L s will judge it prudent to conform to 
their general Order of giving him a foreign 
Voyage to contemplate on his Iniquity and 
ſtudy to repent and amend. 

I ſend you incloſed the Examination of 
George Harriſon, and believe it contains in 
part ſome Intelligence he had Directions 
from the French to retail; but I will ſoon 
have my two Sloops off B. — e to know 
what Certainty there may be in it, and he 
{hall be on Board with them. 


20th Dec. 

Y this Poſt I have received a Letter 
from Vice A Ao, of his 
having received Orders from their L——--$ 
to repair to the Downs, and put himſelf un- 
der my Orders, which he ſhould do with all 
convenient Speed, being likewite charged 
with the Care of a Convoy. As this Ad. 
vice of his coming here, is what I have not 
had even the lcaſt No tice of from their 
L----s, it could not but be forme Surprize to 
me; however, I have made ſome good Uſe 


of 
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of it, by giving Captain Fowke, of the Sa- 


phire, my Orders, that if he meets the Vice 
A — in his way off Dungeneſs, where 


he is going to cruize together with the Folk- 


Alone, and upon his meeting with them, the 
Badger and Hornett, and two Cuſtom-Houſe 
Cutters to be on our Guard againſt an At- 


tempt for a Deſcent at Doi which 


from Captain Gregory's Report of yeſterday 


Evening, and my own Examination of the 


Priſoners laſt Night, from the Enemy's bring- 


ing ſo many of their Embarkations from 


D——-+ to C---s, and their being freighted 
with Artillery, Ammunition, and Military 
Stores; from the Tr:/þ Forces being marched 
out of D- & towards C----s; and Ge- 
neral Lowendahbl having been ſeen at D 2 


with many Officers, and amongſt them a 
young Man they called a Prince, and the 


Priſoners had heard was the youngeſt Son of 
the Pretender, which you will find to be 
the Information in theſe two Papers in- 


cloſed: 


I deſire their L —s will inform our 
Royal Maſter, that, from theſe Steps of the 
Enemy, I am inclined to believe their pre- 
ſent Views are for making a Deſcent on the 


neighbouring Coaſt of Kt, from the Ports 


of CG---s and B-—e, and that I think no 
Place more likely for them to attempt it at 
than D ——s, And on the firſt Suſpicion 
of it, I ordered the two Sloops, and Dover 


Cuſtom- 


n 
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Cuſtom- Houſe Cutter out, under the Orders 
you had . ſent you incloſed the Copies of 


| Yeſterday. And I now ſend you Copies of 


the Orders I have iſſued on the Intelligence 
of laſt Night to Captain Fowke, of tht Sa- 
pbire, who carries with him Captain Denis, 


of the Follſtone, and two of the Cuſtom- 


Houſe Cutters, and has Orders to take un- 


der his Command the two Sloops, and the 
other Cutter on their joining him, and to 


communicate his Orders to Vice A——— 
M-——, meeting him off D-— --s, and 
inform him of the Intelligence he has been 
able to collect, and that I refer it to his 
Prudence to act in it agreeably to his Judg- 


ment on the Intelligence he brings him. 


And I have ſome Thoughts of putting to 


Sea myſelf with To-morrow Morning's Ebb, 


with the Norwich and Ruby, if the Wind 
continues Weſterly, for ſeeing and judging 


with my own Eyes, and leaving Orders with 
Captain Harriſon, of the Monmouth, to com- 


mand here in my Abſence, to haſten the 


Victualling his own Ship and the Falkland, 

and the Supplies to the Tilbury and Princeſs 
| Louiſa, who are come in very ſhort of Pro- 
viſions, ſo not in Condition for being carried 
far to Sea without freſh Supplies. 

I have wrote to the Governor of Dover 


Caſtle to be upon his Guard, and have in all 
my Advices added, that I think it would be 


ſafeſt to put the French Priſoners at Dover 


L into 
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into the ſmall and tenable Caſtles at Deal, 
if they are but garriſon d, inſtead of letting | 
them remain there to Join an Enemy upon a 
Deſcent, and which I can't but repeat on the 
preſent Apprehenſions of an intended In- 
vaſion ſo near us. 
I can't omit adding it as my judgment for 
his Majeſty's Service at this preſent Critical 
Conjuncture, that it would be prudent in 
their I to ſend immediate Orders 
to Commodore Smith to repair with what 
Force he has with him to Hoſely Bay, where 
he will be at Hand to purſue an Enemy, if 
they go to the Northward ; which with an 
Eaſterly Wind he might be prevented from 
at the Gun Fleet ; but if they come for the 
Gun Fleet with an Eaſterly Wind, that is a 
fair Wind for his following them. 
I have always thought it my Duty not to 
be filent on Occaſions that appeared to me 
for his Majeſty's Service from my Expe- 
rience and Judgment as an Officer. And I 
am ſure I ſhould think myſelf highly cri- 
minal on being filent on fuch a Critical 
Conjuncture as this; where his Majeſty's. 
Perſon, our Religion, and Liberties, and the 
Bleflings of a Proteſtant Succeſſion are at 
Stake. 
Captain Owen of the Carliſſe is juſt now 
come on Board me, and I fend you, as he has 
related to me, the glorious and ſucceſsful 
Accounts of his Proceetiings, which are as 
os follows, 
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follows, viz. That he ſaw in Calais Road 


forty Sail of ſinall Craft at Anchor Yeſterday 
Morning; that he ſtood in amongſt them; 
that he chaced Seventeen of them on Shore, 
and the reſt went into Calais Harbour ; that 
of thoſe that run on Shore, he got afloat 
five of them, has ſent three of them into 
Dover Pier, and two being leakey, he ſunk 
them ; and burnt a Dogger that had five 
Pieces of Cannon, with Field Carriages, and 
100 Barrels of Powder, and other Military 
Stores, which he ſet Fire to, and ſhe blew 
up with a very great Blaſt; and believes the 
other Boats chaced on Shore were Wrecked; 


and the three Boats he has ſent in, have the 


like Cargoe of Cannon and Military Stores. 


And the general Account the Priſoners all 


give, 1s that they came with theſe Military 
Stores from Duntark. 


21/4 Dec. 
N Purſuance of the Intelligence I ſent 
Yeſterday I unmoor'd with the Squadron 


laſt Night, and as ſoon as the Ebb makes, 


| thall be under Sail, working away for 
D———;, where I am perſuaded the Ene- 
my might have in their Vievr making their 
Deſcent, and hope I ſhall get there 1 in time 
to prevent them. 

I write you this Letter on Board the Nor- 


zs, but as ſoon as it is fair copied, and I 
L 2 | have 
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have ſigned it, I ſhall embark on Board 
the Monmouth; tho' I find ſome ſeem in- 
clined to think there has been no Prepa- 
rations to invade us from D., but 
were they at Dover, they would ſoon think 
otherwiſe. 
I hope on all Occaſions to approve myſelf 
a faithful Subject and Servant of our Royal 
Maſter, and a diligent, active, and not in- 
judicious Officer ; and if I am thought by 
any otherwiſe, I hope their Regard for his 
_ Majeſty's Service will engage them to ſend 
one, to relieve me in this Command, they 
have a better Opinion of, which will give 
me great Satisfaction, all my Deſire being, 
that his Majeſty's Service ſhould be carried 


on by thoſe their L———s think beſt ca- 
pable of doing it. 
Vice A.  M—— with three Sail 


of Men of War more, are juſt now com- 
ing to an Anchor here; and the Wind is 
flown out ſo far Southerly, and blows ſo freſh, 
that the Pilots give it me for their Opinion, 

as theſe neap Tides are ſo weak, that we ſhall 
rather loſe Ground than expect to hold 
our own. I ſhall be obliged to alter my Re- 
ſolution about weighing this Tide; but I 
will move for D- s With the firſt Op- 
portunity, and think it will be beſt to leave 
Orders with Vice A M-—— to re- 
main here till farther Orders; and their 
L,——s know I have not yet received any 
Orders 
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Orders from them concerning him, or fo 
much as the Advice he was coming here: 


23d Dec. 
\ Aptain Gregor -y having brought me his 
Report of his Inſpection from O—4 
to D 4 ſo late as Saturday laſt, which 
being ſo Material as well as Particular, I 


could not. omit ſending you an Abſtract of 


it by laſt Poſt; which I have ſince got drawn 
up more at large, and ſigned by both him 
and Captain Bazley, and you have a Copy 
of it incloſed for their L s further 
Information. 

And in the Evening there returned here 
the Saphire, Captain Fooke ; and from his 
Accounts to me, it appears they have great 
Numbers of ſmall Veſſels aſſembled at C—-s, 
and that this very laſt Saturday he met with 
eight Sail of Ships coming from Do—z 
going to C—-s, which he gave Chace to, 
and they made back for D , and that 


he got within Shot of one of them, and ex- 


changed ſeveral Shot with him, which he took 


to be the Venus of Havre de Grace the French 


King's Frigate of 36 Guns; but he getting 
within the Sands, his Pilot would not take 


Charge of the Ship any further, and in the 


| blowing Weather, that Night he {truck on 
ſome of the Shoals near our Shore, which 


brought him in here; but as it appears to 


me, that theſe Ships he chaſed back into 
 D——t 
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55. were going for C—-5 or B, 
and are, I conceive, part of the ſame Ships 
Captains Gregory and Bazeley ſaw come into 
D* Road the fame Day, it more fully 
convinces me that they are preparing for a 
Deſcent upon us from the Ports of C—-s 
and B-—e, and determines me to purſue 
the Meaſures I informed you of in my laſt, 
of putting to Sea with my Divifion for 
D s, and leaving A 4277 
here, who agrees with me in the ſame Senti- 
ment for acting under the Orders I ſent you 
incloſed a Copy of Yeſterday. 

1 have this Morning the Pleaſure to have 
received an Account of one of my new 
Cruizers the York, being happily got into 
| Margate Road in a moſt ſhattered Condi- 
tion, towed in there by the Tr:fon ; but 1 
thank God ſhe has eſcaped the Enemy's 
Hands, tho' both her brave Captain and 
Lieutenant are wounded, the Captain ſhot 
through the Shoulder, You call theſe ſmall 
Frigates (tho* you know them to be in the 
Crown's Service, and acting under my Or- 
ders) Privateers, which I don't look upon 
them to be now, and think in Juſtice to the 
Crown's Officers, whoſe Orders they now 
act under, they ſhould be mentioned as ſuch 
in the Gazette, and not as I have lately read 
them. | 

The Falten, that was under the Orders 


of the Saphire, is blown into Margate Road 
too; 


„ 
too; but I leave Orders with Vice A 
M-——7, to ſend them and the Sheerneſs af- 
ter me when they arrive, and the firſt Fire- 
ſhip that ſhall come here, as I ſuppoſe the 
Vulcan or Pluto may be one. 8 
I have juſt received yours of the 21ſt, of 
your having communicated to their L 8 
mine of the 2oth, and I can't but ſay in 
regard to myſelf, that I think it impoſſible 
the Enemy could have been cloſer watched, 
and more of their Motions and Intentions 
be diſcovered, than has been diſcovered by 
by my Cruizers acting under my Orders al- 
ready; by which I declare it to be my Opi- 
nion, that the Enemy propoſed a Deſcent 
upon the County of Kent upon this coming 
full Moon; and on ſuch Perſuaſion Iam un- 
moor'd, we have got our Yards and Top- 
maſts up, and I ſhall weigh as ſoon as the 
Ebb makes ſtrong enough for our getting to 
Windward, I take the Saphire with me be- 
cauſe ſhe is clean, but being very leaky from 
her having touched the Ground, fear ſhe 

will not be able to continue long with me. 
It is probable the Enemy ſecing us well 
provided againſt them, may give over their 
Attempt ; and if they make it, I ſhall en- 
deavour to diſcharge my Duty agreeably to 
that Zeal I have not only expreſſed, but 1 
think exerted myſelf in on all Occaſions, 
that have been put in my Power to manifeſt 
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the Sincerity of-my Zeal for our Royal Ma- 


ſter 8 Service, 


24th Dec. 

HE Triton, Captain Hill anchored 
here in the After noon, and having had 
the good Fortune to fall in with poor Cap- 
tain Gravener of the York Frigate and his 
Prize, when they were in ſuch Diſtreſs in 
the Sea, as might have hazarded their periſh- 
ing there without his Aſſiſtance, it was a very 
providential Incident; and I ſend you in- 
cloſed Captain Hill's Account of 1t with an 
Abſtract of the Intelligence from the thirty- 
one French Priſoners he took out of them 
for their Security; and by the Aſſiſtance of 
the two Cutters I have ſent to the Gallant 
Captain Gravener, I hope they will ſoon get 
him into Dover Pier, and hope his Prize 
will get ſafe to Harwich, or ſome other 
Northern Port, which they had a fair Wind 
for, and a Piece of a Sail to carry them. 
From this Intelligence mentioning the 
Scotch and Iriſh Regiments, and ſome S 
Regiments being at Calais, that is a Confir- 
mation of the former Intelligence I ſent 
you of their being marched out of Dun- 
kirk Weſtward, confirms me in Opinion 
that C—-s and B— e are the Ports they 
Had deſtined to make Far Attempts from, 
But probably they may not venture upon it, 
when they know they are well watched, 
which 
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which I doubt not but our profligate Smug- 
olers give them daily Advice of, and I will 
take care to {lip no Opportunity to put my- 
{elf in the Way for fruſtrating their At- 
tempt, as I think this full Moon was the 
Time they had fixed for it. Captain Owen 
of the Carliſie came in likewiſe in the Af- 
ternoon, and ſaw forty Sail of theſe Lugg- 
fail Boats at Anchor under Calais a Saturday 
in the Afternoon, and I have directed him 
to inſpect their Proceedings at B—— —e as 
ſoon as he can, and to bring me the earlieſt 
Intelligence of it in the Station I am moving 
for; there being no properer Veſſels in the 
Kingdom for it, nor, I am perſuaded, no three 
Men in the Kingdom ſo complete Pilots for 
all thoſe Parts. = 


: 26th Dec. 
HE Empreſs with their L-———s 
| Orders of the 25th has been brought 
to me off the Foreland, for detaching a Con- 
voy to Helvoelſluys, if the Convoy was rea- 
dy there. And as all my Advices are for 
the Troops being in a greater Readineſs for 
invading his Majeſty's Dominions from the 
Ports of B=——e and C—-s; and that the 
only Ships proper for Helvoetf/rys, are thoſe 
now under Sail with me, I am perſuaded 
their L————s will think it prudent in me 
to defer ſending away all the Ships I have 
in Readineſs for defeating ſuch an cxpected 
M Attempt 
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Attempt of an Invaſion upon us in this 
Neighbourhood, *till I have moved up as far 


* - 


as D —5, and the proper Ships that 
are now employ'd on that Service ſhall have 
returned to me to bring me a certain Report, 
whether they are in Condition for invadin 

us or not; eſpecially as this is now the Time 
of the full Moon, the proper Seaſon for it 
for their getting out of their Harbours. I 


hope to have this Satisfaction To- morrow, 


and then I can make the Detachment with 
Safety, which I conceive I can't do now; 
Vice A=—m—— s Ships being too 
long legg'd tor it, and not ſufficiently vic- 


tualled. As this Delay! is only in regard to 
the Security of his Majeſty's Kingdoms, as 


there is no time loſt, from the Dutch Har- 


bours being blocked up with this Wind; 


I hope their L —s will approve my 


Reaſons for this ſhort Delay that I appre- 
hend no Inconveniencies can arriſe from, 


and have reaſon to apprehend the fatalleſt 


from my acting otherwiſe, the Enemy's 


making good a Deſcent upon his Majeſty's 


Kingdoms from the Ports of B— e and 
Cs. 
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